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ADVERTISE MEKT. 

TH E works of Mr. Sterne, after 
contending with the prejtidices c^ 
fome, and the ignorance of others, have 
at length obtained that general approba*' 
tion which they are entitled to by their 
various, original, ^nd intrinlic merits. 
No writer of the prefent tinacs can lay 
claim to (o many unborrowed excellen- 
cies. In none, have wit, humour, fan- 
cy, pathos, an unbounded knowledge 
of mankind, and a correct and elegant 
ftyle, been fo happily united. Thefe pro-' 
perties, which render him the delight of 
every reader of tafte, have furmounted 
all oppofition. Even envy, prudery, and 
faypocrify ace filent. 

Time, which allots to each author his 
due portion of fame, and admits a free 
difcuflion of his beauties and faults^ 
without favour and without partiality, 
hath done ample juftice to the fuperior 
genius of Mr. Sterne. It hath fixed his 
reputation as one of the firft writers in 
the Englifh language, on the firmeft ba* 
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IVI ADVERTISEMENT. 

fiff an^^yanced.him to^thc rank of a 
claflick. As fuch, it becomes a debt of 
gratitude, to -collect his fcattered peN 
Yormances into a complete edition^ with 
thofe embelUihments ufually beftowed 
on our.moft diftinguifhed authors. 

Thjs hath been attempted in the pre- 
fcnt edition, which coiiiprchends all the 
^orks of Mr. Sterne, either made public 
in his lifc'time or fincc his death. They 
are printed from the beft and moft correct 
copies^ with no other alterations than what 
became neceflary from the correftion of 
literal errors. The letters are arranged 
according to their feveral dates, as far as 
<hey can he difcovcred, and a few illuf- 
jUTAtip.ns addpd, to explain fome tempo- 
rary circumftanccs mentioned or alluded 
jtp in them. Thofe which are confeffcdly 
furious are rejefted i and, that no credit 
may be given to fuch as are of doubtful 
f^thority, it will be proper to obferve, 
rttpjt t^ letters numbered 1.29, 130, 131, 
feiive not thofe proofs of authenticity 
Wihich the others poflcfs. They cannot 
homyxr be pronounced forgeries with (q 



miSch tohfidchc'e as fomri* which afcdif- 
carded from \ht prtfent edition' may b'c^ * 
ahd thSr^fore* ate retained in it/* 

That nb part of the genuine .works 'of 
Mr; Seernd' rrttgl^t 'be'' omrrtdd^his-'owii^' 
accounts of liimfeiraria Vis 'family ■ is in- 
fdrtcd,' wtt^but' "vdfi^tioli; But '' aS ' thi's " 



appears to have been a halty compon* 
tion, intended only for the intormationi 
of his daughter, a'fmkll numbbr offafts ' 
and dates, by way of notes, are added to 
it. Thefe it' is prefurhed will not be 
cohEdered at improper additions. 

It would be trefpafling on the reader a 
patieiice,' to detain^ him aiiy longer Troni 
the pleafure wtiich thefe volumes will af- 
ford, by' belpcakirig his favour cither for 
the author or his works. The former is 
out otthe reach of cenfure or praife i and 
the reputation of the latter is too well 
cftabliflied to be either fupported or 
Ihook by panegyric or criticifm. ' To 
the tafte therefore, the feelings, the good 
fcnfe, and the candour of the public, the 

* See the Preface to a work publifhed in 17799 inti- 
tuled ** Letters fuppofed to have been written b/ 
Yorick: te Eliza.'* 
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X MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 

arrival^ nfy father left us, being brdcrcJ to 
Exeter, where, in a fad winter, my mother 
and her two children fallowed him, travelling; 
from .Liverpool by land to Plymouth. (Me- 
I^nchol^ defcription of this journey not ne- 
ccffary to be tranfmitted here). In tWelvc 
months we were all fent back to Dublin.— 
My mother, with three of us, (for fhe laid irt 
at Plymouth of a boy, Joram), took fhip at 
Briftol, for Ireland, and had a narrow efcape 
from being caft away by a leak fpringing up 
in 'the veffel. — At length, after many perils, 
arid ftruggles, we got to Dublin.— There my 
father took a large houfe, furnifhed it, and in 
a year and a half's time fpent a great deal of 

money. In the year one thoufahd feven 

hundred and ninetecil, all unhing'd again ; 
the regiment was ordered, with many others, 
tothe Ifle of Wight, in order to embark for 
Spain in the Vigo expedition. We accom- 
panied the regiment, and were driven into 
Milford Haven, but landed at Briftol, from 
thence by land to Plymouth again, and to the 
Ifle of Wight — where I remember we flayed 
encamped fome time before the embarkation 
of the troops— i(in this expedition from Briftol 
to Hampfliire we loft poor Joram — a pretty 
boy, four years old, of the fmall-pox), my 



ipotber^ fifter,, and myfelf, remained at the 
lilc of Wight during the Vigo expedition,, 
and until the regiment had got back to Wick- 
low in Ireland, from whence my father fent 
for us.— We had poor Joram's lofs fupplied 
during our ftay in the Ifle of Wight, by the . 
birth of a girl, Anne, born September the 
twenty-third,, one thoufand feven hundred 
and nineteen. — This pretty bloflbm fell at the 
age of three years, in the barracks of Dub- 
lin — fhe was, as I well remember, of a fine 
delicate frame, not made to laft long, as were 
moft of my father's babes*— We embarked . 
for Dublin, and had all been caf): away by a 
moft violent ftonn; but through the inters 
ceffions of my mother, the captain was pre-> 
vailed upon to turn back into WaJes, where . 
we ftayed a month, and at length got into 
Dublin, and travelled by land to Wicklow,. 
wiiere my father had for fome weeks given us 
over for loft^— We lived in the barracks at 
Wicklow, one year, (one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twenty) when Devijeher (fo called . 
after Colonel. Devijeher), was born ; from 
thence we decamped to ftay half a year with 
Mr. Fetherfton, a clergyman, about Cevcn 
miles from Wicklow, who being a relation of 
my mother's, invited us to his parfonage at 

s 



XII MEMofR^ or rkfi tipfi 

Anfmd. — It was in thfs *parifli, duHrig oiii*' 
flay, that I had 'that wonderful efcajie in' 
falling through a mill-race whllft the mill W^S* 
going, and of being taken up unhtirt— tlie ' 
ffbry 18 incredible, but kfiowh for tAitH'lit all'* 
that part of Ireland— >vhefe hundrdds of 'th6'' 
cbnlmon people flocked tci fee me. — From" 
hence we followed" ' the' rdgimeht to Dublin,' 
vrhete wfe lay in t\it^knfi(fki a yean— In this 
year, one thoufarid fevcn hundred arid twefnty-* 
one, I learned to write', &c.— The regiment' 
ordered in twenty-'tiv6, to *Cart-ickfergus'irt ' 
the north of Irelaildj we all' decamped, birt' 
got ho further thin Dit)gh6rfa,'thence ofdereil ' 
to ' Rliillengar, fdrfy *m?les ' wi?ft,' wfiei'e bJT * 
Prdvidehte w6 ftdmbl^d up'ofi a kirid reratioA; 
a •* collateral defcendattt frBnii ' Atchliiffio^ ■ 
SferMeJ^who tookus'all tolifi caftl^,' anit' 
kkitHy entertained u^ foi* a yeir'— ^rid feWrus' 
tcf ' 'tffif ■ re^erft ^ at' ' Carrickjfefgiis, ^ loiff^S" ' 
wJth'kftldrielTeV&c.— a mott Ve^^ te- ' 

4u)ti^ Journey had w5 all,- in RljQ-cTi,' to'^Car- 
riCkfet^iis, where w^ arrived in fix of feven ' 
days — little Dcvijeher hefe'diedi h^*was1hfee * 
years old — He had been lefttehiiid zt niii'fe'* 
at a farm-Tidufe near "Wicklbw," biit 'was' 
fetched to us by my falher tTi'e fumme^" after—'** 
another child fent to fill his pl^e^' SuIanV 



OF ,THB ,REV. M,R, ST5RJNK* ,;kUI 

^this b^be top left , i|s behind ijti (his weaiy 
jqurncy— Ti*e ^utui»;i.pf that year, or t^e 
, if ring aftcnvaris, (1 forg?t which) njy fajjicr 
got leave of. his colonel to ^x me.^t iVJ^oolr*- 
^;]Yhich . he did , nqar Halifax, with an ab^e 
matter ; with whom Iflaid fome time, 'till by 
God's care of me my cpufi;! Sterne, of Elving- 
ton, b^fame a father to me, and fent ipe . (o 
tbe^upiycrfity,. Sec. ^c. To^purfue the thre^ 
of our ftorj, my father's regimeiit was the 
jcar after ordered to ^Lpndonderry, where 
another .fifter was brou6;ht forth, Catherifi^, 
ftill livings but mpft unhappily eflranged^frqip 
me by my uncle's ^yriqk^edn^fs, ai^d her ,Qv^ft 
iblly— ^from.this (lation the regiment .wa,s fent 
Xo defend Gibraltar, at the fiege, where my 
fatber was run through the body by Captain 
Phillips, in a duel, (the,quf^i;fel:begap about a 
goofe) with ihuch difficulty he furvived— 
though with an impaired cQpditution, yrhich 
was hot jab}e to withftand.the hardihips it was 
put to— ^ for he v^as fept ,tp Jamaica^ where hp 
foon fell by the country fe^ver, .which tppk 
away his fenfe^ iirft, ^nd made a child of him^ 
and then, in a month or tv^o, ly^lking about 
continually without complaining, till the mo- 
ment he fat down in an arm chair, and breath- 
cd his laft— which was at Port Antonio, -<m 
the north of the ifland.'-My father was a 
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little fmart man— aflive to the laft degree, in 
all exercife^— mbft patient of fatigue and dlf- 
appointmchts, of which it pleafed God to give 
him full meafure — he was in his temper fome- 
^hat rapid, and hafty — but of a kindly, fweet 
^xfpofition, void of all defign; and fo innocejrit 
in his own intentions, that he fufpedled no one; 
fo that you might have cheated him ten times 
in a day, if nine hjid not been fufEcient for 
your purpofe — my poor father died in March, 
1731 — I ^-emained at Halifax 'till about the 
latter end of that year, and cannot omit men- 
tioning this anecdote of myfelf, and fchool- 
mafter — He had had the ceiling of the fchool- 
room new white-waflied — the ladder remained 
there— I one unlucky day mounted it, and 
wrote with a brufli in large capital letter^ 
XAU. STERNE, for which the uflier fe- 
vercly whipped me. My matter was very 
much hurt at this, and faid, before me, that 
never ifaould that name be efFaced, for I was 
a Iwy of genius, and he was fure I fhould 
come to preferment— this expreffion made me 
'forget the ftripes I had received — In the year 
thirty-two *my couiin fent me to the univer- 

* He was admitted of Jefuf College^ in the univerfity of 
Cambridge^ 6th July, 17331 uoder the tuition of Mr. 
CaoBcn. 
. Matficulated 29th March» 1735. 

Admitted to the degree of B. A, in January, 1736. 

■ 'Mt Ai at the ConuDencemeot, Z740, 
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fty^ where I ftaid fome time. 'Twas theicic 
that I commenced a friendfhip with Mr. 
JI • • • which has been moft lafting on both 
/ides— I then came to York, and my uncle 
got me the living of Sutton— cand at York I 
became acquainted with your mother, and 
courted her for two years — ihe owned (he liked 
roe, but thought herfelf not ^-ich enough, or 
me too poor, to be joined together — fhsi went 

to her fitter's in S , and I wrote to her 

often— 'I believe then fhewas partly determine 
cd. to have me, but would not fay fo— at her 
return ibe fell into a confumption—- and one 
evening t)iat I was fitting by her. with an al<* 
noft. broken heart to fee her ib ill, Ihe faid^ 
^^ my dear Laurey, I can never be yours, for 
I verily believe I have not long to live— but I 
have left you every Ihilling of my fortune;'* 
—upon that ihe ihewed me her will— this ge» 
xierofity overpowered me. — It pleafed God 
that Qkc recovered, and I married her in the 
year i74i- * My uncle and myfelf were 
thtn upoQ very good terms, for he foon got me 

* Jtquet Sterney LL. D« Ho was Prebendary of Diitw 
bam» Canon Refidentiary, Precentor and Prebendary of 
York, Redor of Rife, and Reftor of Horniea com Rifton^ 
^oth in the EmA Riding •f the county of York. I^e |lied 
June 9> 1759. 
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the Prebendary of York-*but fee quarrelled 
•with me afterwards, becaufe I wouid ndt 
^write paragraphs in the news-papers-^ihough 
-be was a party-man, I was not, and ^teftod 
ifucb dirty work; thinking it beneath me-^ 
ifrom that period, he ♦ became my bittercft 
•enemy. — By.my wife's moans I. got the living 
<rf StiUington*-ra friend ofi her's in • the fouth 
iliad pnMnifed>her, that' if fhe married a clergy- 
'man in YorUhire, when 'the living beoanie 
vacant, ^h^ would make her a complimedF'df 
'it. ^I" remained near twenty years at -Sutt<yii, 
doing duty -at both places — I ihad then very 
<g«od health.— Book^, f painting, fiddling, 
^nd ftiootii^ were my-amufements 5 os >tocthe 
'^Sqnifejof the parifli, I cannot ^fay we were 
joptm aJirery^friendlyrfooling-^'butac StlHin^ 
tptt, ,tbcifamily »of ilhc C-. > > i <s ffiiewed us 
•tjiref y ;kinQnef&^'twas>moft itciiLy:agreoable'to 
ibe wilbi«ia mile and ofhsilf^of'an amiable fami^ 
jy, who Jwereever cordial friends— In tAie^ar 
'«76o, I took^a hou&at l^ork for ty<xi»r tmo- 
4dier and youvielf, .and went up to London 'to 

9 It bath bowcvcr.been.iofinuaied^ that he for fooje toe 
xt/TQtc a periodical deftioAcernig paper at York, io dofen«e tff 
ibe whig inteufi* Monthly lUmiew, V4>1. 53, p. 344. 

*f A fpeeimen nf Mr. Stenie^s irbillties in the art OfddSgft- 
fpf, may be fecn in Mr. Wodhui's poems, 8vo. 1772, 
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publiih * my two firft volumes of Shandy f . 
In that year Lord Falconbridge prefentcd me 
with the curacy of Coxwold— a fweet retire- 
ment in comparifon of Sutton. In fixty-twq 
I went to France before the peace was con^ 
eluded, and you both followed me. — I left 
you both in France, and in two years after I 
went to Italy for the recovery of my health — 
and when I called upon you, I tried to engage 
your mother to return to England, with me— 
flic t and yourfelf are at length come — and I 

* The firft edttion was printed in the preceding year at 
York. 

•f The following is the order in which Mr. Sterne*8 publi- 
cttiont appeared : 

1747. The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow of Zerephatb con- 
fidered: A charity-fermon preached on Good Friday, April 
17, 17479 for the fupport of two charity-fchools in York. 

1750. The Abufes of Confcience : Set forth in a fermon 
preached in the cathedral church of St. Peter^s, York, at the 
fnmmer aftzes^ before the Hon. Mr. Baron Clive, and the 
Hon. Mr. Baron Smythe> on Sunday, July 29, 1750* 

1759. Vol. I and 2, of Triftram Shandy. 

1760. Vol. I and 2, of Sermons. 

1761. Vol. 3 and 4, of Triftran; Shandy. 
X762. Vol* 5 and 6, of Triftram Shandy. 
X765. Vol. 7 and 8, of Trillram Shandy. 
J 766. Vol, ; and 4, of Sermons. 

1767. Vol. 9, of Triftram Shandy. 

1768. The Sentimental Journey. 

The remainder of his works were pubiiflied after his death. 

% From this paflage it appears that the prefent account of 
Mr. Sterne*s Life and Family was written about fix rooaths 
only before his death. 

VOL. I. b 
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Sftit Jhe tnt^ihtnavi a turhjky^ or a kinder inti^ 
^fhft io thm thm. ' " 






A S Mr. Sterne, in the foregoing narrative| 
bath brought down the account of himfelf 
until within a few months of his deaths it re- 
mains only to mention that he left York about 
the end of the year 1767, and came to London 
10 order to publifli The Sentimental Journey^ 
which he had written during the preceding 
fiunmer at his favourite living of Coxwoldi 
His health had been for fome time declfning| 
but he continued to vifit his friends, and re- 
tained bis ufual flow of fpirits. In February^ 
irbif he began to perceive the approaches of 
death, and with the concern of a good man, and 
the folicitude of an aflc^iionate parent^ devoted 
his attention to the future welf^e . of. bii 
daughter. Hisiettermt this period refle^ (p 
much credit on his charader, that it if tp be 
lamented fome others in the colledion were 
permi'tted'to fee the light. After a ihortftrug- 
gle with his difordrr^ his debilitated and worn 
•ut frame fubmitted to fate on the 1 8th day of 
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ke ^;m buried at m il^ Mfyin^^tAftf^ 4i«^ 

*>»^|J»g tp t^ pa^iijbo^ St, Gcorgct. Hjnpycr- 
i^nve^^ca, tkL^^s^.qf tfkc ffltme montj^^ iqi ^ 
lpi>ft jofiyate ipaimo' ; and hatHl filicc b^a ui- 
debted to ftrangers for a momioiBqt very uAr 
worthj of his memotyi on which the follow- 
ing lines arc inferlBiSh* 

*«Near to thi^ Place 
. ■ y. Lies the Body of 

The ReirerendLaocence Sterne, A* M» . 
Died September 13 th« 1768*, 
Aged 55 Years, 

If a foiuid Head, warm Heart, ax^ Breaft humane* 
UiifoUied 'Worth, and Soul without a Stai^i ;., 
If.4a|Bi;iul, Powers could ever juflly claim 
T^e well -won Tribute of immortal Fame, 
St^rfic.wa^ tbt Man^ who with gigantic Stride, 
-MQwqd down luxuriant Follies far and wide. 
Vet what, thbugh keeneft Knowledge of Mankind 
UnV^af^d to him the Springs that move the Mind 1 
y^at'did it coil hiln \ ridicuPd, abus'd, 
%y F^ools infulted, and by Prudes tfccusM. 
"th 'hids! mild Reader, view thjr future Pate, * • 
Lik^^hila defpife, what 'twere a Sin to hate. 

, * itjb fcf rcely neceflViy to oblSmrt tint this dttt it srra- 
aoout. 

b a • " 



XX iUMOIRS OF THI LlPff, Scc. 

This mdnumental ftone was ereded by two 
brother mafons ; for although he did not live 
to be a member of their fociety, yet at his 
all-incomparable performances evidently prove 
him to have zStcd by rule and fquare, they re- 
joice in this opportunity of perpetuating his 
high and irreproachable character to after ages. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Mr. PITT. 

S 1 R> 

^Tever poor Wight of a De* 
dicator had lefs hopes from 
his Dedication, than I have from 
this of mine; for it is written in a 
bye corner of the kingdom, and in 
a retired thatch 'd houfe, where I 
live in a conftant endeavour to fence 
againfl the infirmities of ill healthy 
and other evils of life, by mirth ; 
being firmly perfuaded that every 
time a man fmiles,— — but much 
more fo, when he laughs, it adds 
fomething to this Fragment of Life. 
I humbly beg. Sir, that you will 
honour this book, by taking it 

(not under your Protedlion, it 

mu{t protect itfelf, but) into the 

country with you ; where, if I am 



DEDICATION. 

ever told^ it has made you fmile, or 
can conceive it has beguiled you of 
one moment's pain I (hall think 
myfelf as happy as a minifter of ftate; 
perhaps much happier than 
any one (one only excepted) that | 
have read or heard of, 

I am, GREAT SIR, 

(and what is more to your Honour) 
I am, GOOD SIR, 
Your Well-wifher, and 
raoft humble Fellow- fubje£i. 



THE AUTHOR. 



LIFE and OPINIONS 

OP 

TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 
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CHAP. L 



IWifh either my father or my mother, 
or indeed both of them, as they Were 
in duty both equally bound to it, had 
minded what they were about when they 
begot me ; had they duly confider'd how 
much depended upon what they were 
then doing ; — that not only the produce 
tion of a rational Being was concerned 
m it, but that poflibly the happy forma- 
tion and temperature of his body^ per* 
taps his genius and the very caft of his 
mindi — and, for aught they knew to 
die contrary, even the fortunes of his 
irhole houfe might take their turn from 

VOL. u B 
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the humours and difpofitions which were 

then uppermoft ; Had they duly 

weighed and confidered all this> and pro- 
ceeded accordingly,— I am verily per- 
fuaded I fhould have made a quite dif« 
ferent figure in the world, from that in 
which the reader is likely to fee me.— 
Believe me^ good folks, this is not fo in« 
confiderable a thing as many of you may 
think it ; — you have all, I dare fay, heard 
of the animal fpirits, as how they are 
transfufcd from father to fon, &c. &c.— 
and a great deal to that purpofe :— Well, 
you may take my word, that nine parts 
in ten of a man's fenfe or his nonfenfe, 
his fucceffes and mifcarriages in this world 
depend, upon their motions and aftivity, 
and the different traAs and trains you 
put them into, fo that when they are once 
fet a-going, whether right or wrong, 'til 
not a half-penny matter, — away they go 
cluttering like hey-go mad; and by tread- 
ing the fame Heps over and over againt 
they prefently make a road of it, as plain 
and as fmooth as a garden-walk, which> 
when they are once ufed to, the Devil 
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himfelf fometimes ihall not be able to 
drive them off it. 

Pray^ my Dear^ quoth my mother, have 
you not forgot to wind up the dock ?—• — 
Good G — / cried my father, making 
an exclamation, but taking care to mo- 
derate his voice at the fame time^ — — 
Did ever woman, fince the creation of the 
world, interrupt a man with fuch a filly 
queftion ? Pray, what was your father fay- 
ing ?—— Nothing. 

CHAP. ir. 



■ ' ■ T hen> pofitively, there is no* 
thing in the queftion that I can fee, either 

good or badk Then, let me tell you. 

Sir, it was a very unfeafonable queftion 
it leaft,— >becaufe it flattered and dif- 
pericd the animal fpirits, whofe bufinefs 
it was to have efcorted and gone hand 
in band with the HOMUNCULUS, and 
conduced him fafe to the place deftined 
tot his reception. 

The HoMUNCULus, Sir^ in however 

B 9 
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low and ludicrous a light he may appeal 
in this age of levity, to the eye of folly 
or prejudice ;— ^-to the eye of rcafon In 
fcientifick refcarch, he (lands confcfs'd— 
a Being guarded and circumfcribed with 
rights. The minuteft ph^ofophers, 
who, by the bye, have the moft enlarged 
underftandings, (their fouls being in- 
verfely as their enquiries) (hew us incon- 
tcftably,that the Homunculus is created 
by the fame hand, — engendered in the 
fame courfe of nature,— endow'd with 
the fame loco-motive powers and facul- 
ties with us : — That he confifts as we do, 
of (kin, hair, fat, fle(h, veins, arteries, 
ligaments, nerves, cartilages, bones, mar- 
row, brains, glands, genitals, humours, 
and articulations; — is a Being of as much 
aftivity, — and, in all fenfes of the word, 
as much and as truly our fellow-creature 
as my Lord Chancellor of England. — He 
may be benefited, — he may be injured, 
—he may obtain rcdrefs ; — in a word, he 
has all the claims and rights of humanity, 
which 7«//y, Puffendorf, or the bcft ethick 
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writers allow to arife out of that ftate 
and relation. 

Now, dear Sir, what if any accident 
had befallen him in his way alone ! — or 
that, thro* terror of it, natural to fo 
young a traveller, my little gentleman 
had got to his journey's end miferably 
fpent ; — his mufcular ftrength and virility 
worn down to a thread ; — his own animal 
ipirits ruffled beyond defcription, — and 
that in this fad diforder'd ftate of nerves, 
he had lain down a prey to fudden ftarts, 
or a feries of melancholy dreams and fan- 
cies, for nine long, long months together. 
— I tremble to think what a foundation 
had been laid for a thoufand weaknefles 
both of body and mind, which no flkill 
of the phyfician or the philofopher could 
ever afterwards have fet thoroughly to 
rights. 

CHAP. III. 

TO my uncle Mr. Tolry Shandy do I 
ftahd indebted for the preceding 
inecdote^^ to whom my father, who was 

B 3 
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^n excellent natural philofopher, and 
much given to clofe reafoning upon the 
fmalleft matters, had oft, and heavily 
complained of the injury ; but once more 
particularly, as my uncle Toly well re- 
membered, upon his obferving a moft 
unaccountable obliquity, (as he call'd it) 
in my manner of fetting up my top, and 
juftifying the principles upon which I 
had done it, — the old gentleman ftiook 
his head, and in a tone more expreflivc 
by half of forrow than reproach, — he faid 
his heart all along foreboded, and he faw 
it verified in this, and from a thoufand 
other obferv^tions he had made upon me. 
That I (hould neither think nor aft like 
?ny other man's child : — But alas ! con- 
tinued he, fliaking his head a fecond time, 
and wiping away a tear which was trick- 
ling down his cheeks. My Triftram's mif- 
fortunes began nine months before ever he 
fame into the world. 

•—My mother, who was fitting by, 
look'd up, — but file knew no more than 
her backfide what my father meant,— 
but my uncle, Mr. foby Shandy^ who ha4 
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been often informed of the affair, — un- 
derftood him very well. 

CHAP. IV. 

I Know there are readers in the world, 
as well as many other good people 
in it, who are no readers at all, — who find 
themfelves ill at eafe, unlefs they are let 
into the whole fecret from firft to laft, 
of every thing which concerns you. 

It is in pure compliance with this hu- 
mour of theirs, and from a backwardnefs 
in my nature to difappoint any one foul 
living, that I have been fo very particular 
already. As my life and opinions arc 
likely to make fome noife in the world, 
and, if I conjefture right, will take in all 
ranks, profeflions, and denominations of 
men whatever, — be no lefs read than the 
Pilgrim's Progrefs itf<il^— and in the end, 
prove the very thing which Montaigne 
dreaded his Eflays Ihould turn out, that 
is, a book for a parlour- window j — I find 
it neceflliry to confult every one a little 
in his turn i and therefore muft beg par- 

B4 
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don for going on a little farther in the 
fame way : For which caufc^ right glad 
I am^ that I have begun the hiftory of 
myfelf in the way I have done ; and that 
I am able to go on> tracing every thing 
in it^ as Horace fays, ab Ovo. 

Horace^ I know^ does not recommend 
this falhion altogether : But that gentle-- 
man is fpeaking only of an epic poem or 
a tragedy; — (I forget which,)— befidcs^ 
if it was not fo, I fhould beg Mr. Horaces 
pardon ;— for in writing what I have fet 
about, I fhall confine myfelf neither to 
his rules, nor to any man's rules that ever 
lived. 

To fuch, however, as do not choofe to 
go fo far back into thefe things, I can 
give no better advice, than that they fkip 
over the remaining part of this chapter; 
for I declare before-hand, 'tis wrote only 
for the curious and inquifitive. 

~Shut the door,- 



^■^ 



I was begot in the night, betWlxt the firft 
Sunday and the firft Monday in the month 
of Marchy in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighteen. I 
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am pofitive I was, — But how I came to 
be fo very particular in my account of a 
thing which happened before I was bom, 
is owing to another fmall anecdote known 
only inour own family, butnowmadepub- 
lick for the better clearing up this point* 
My father, you muft know, who was 
originally a Turkey merchant, but had 
left off bufinefs for fome years, in order 
to retire to, and die upon, his paternal 
cftatc in the county o f — , was, I be- 
lieve, one of the moft regular men in every 
thing he did, whether 'twas matter of 
bufinefs, or matter of amufement, that 
ever lived. As a fmall fpecimen of this 
extreme cxaftnefs of his, to which he was 
in truth a flave, — he had made it a rule 
for many years of his life,— on the firft 
Sunday-night of every month throughout 
the whole year, — as certain as ever the 

Sunday-night came, to wind up a large 

houfe-clock, which we had ftanding on 
the back-flairs "head, with his own hands : 
—And being fomewhere between fifty 
and fixty years of age at the time I have 
been fpeaking of, — he had likcwife gra-t 
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doally brought fome other little family 
concernments to the fame period, in or- 
dtr, as he would often fay to my uncle 
Tffky, to get them all out of the way at 
one time, and be no more plagued and 
pcftered with them the reft of the month. 

It was attended but with one misfor- 
tune, which, in a great meafure, fell upon 
myfelf> and the effeds of which I fear I 
Ihall carry with me to my grave ; namely, 
that from an unhappy affociation of ideas, 
which have no connexion in nature, it 
fo fell out at length, that my poor mo- 
ther could never hear the faid clock 

wound up, but the thoughts of fomc 

ether things unavoidably popped into 

her hcad~6f vice verfd: Which 

ftrange combination of ideas, the faga- 
cious Locke, who certainly underftood 
the nature of thefe things better than 
moft men> affirms to have produced more 
wry aftions than all other fources of pre- 
judice whatfoever. 

But this by the bye. 

Now it appears by a memorandum in 
my father's pocket-book, wliich now lies- 
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upon the table, *' That on Lady-day^ 
which was on the 25 th of the fame 
month in which I date my geniture, 
my father fet out upon his journey to 
J^ndofiy with my eldeft brother Bobby ^ to 
fix him at Wejiminjier fchool j" and, as it 
appears from the fame authority, " That 
he did not get down to his wife and fa- 
mily till the fecond week in May follow- 
ing,"— it brings the thing almoft to a 
certainty. However, what follows in 
the beginning of the next chapter, puts 
it beyond all poflibility of doubt. 

But pray, Sir, What was your 

father doing all December — January^ and 

February ? Why, Madam, — he was 

all that time afflided with a Sciatica. 



CHAP. V. 



ON the fifth day of JVw^/»^^r, 1718,- 
which to the asra fixed on, was as 
near nine kalendar months as any huf- 
band could in reafon have expefted, 
-—was I Triftram Shandy, Gentleman, 
brought forth into this fcurvy and dif- 
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afterous world of ours, I wifh I had 
been born in the Moon, or in any of the 
planets, (except Jupiter or Saturn^ be- 
caufe I never could bear cold weather) 
for it could not well have fared worfe 
with me in any of them (though I will 
not anfwer for Venus) than it has in this 
vile, dirty planet of ours, — which, o' my 
confcience, with reverence be it fpoken, 
I take to be made up of the fhreds and 

clippings of the reft; not but the 

planet is well enough, provided a man 
could be born in it to a great title or to 
a great eftate ; or could any how contrive 
to be called up to publick charges, and 

employments of dignity or power j 

but that is not my cafe; and there- 
fore every man will fpeak of the fair as 
his own market has gone -in it; — ■ 
for which caufe I affirm it over again 
to be one of the vileft worlds that ever 
was made; — for I can truly fay, that from 
the firft hour I drew my breath in it, to 
this, that I can now fcarce draw it at all, 
for an afthma I got in fcating againft 
the wind in Flanders ; — I have been the 
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continual fport of what the world calls 
Fortune ; and though I will not wrong 
her by faying, She has ever made mc 
feel the weight of any great or fignal 

evil ; ^yet with all the good temper 

in the world, I affirm it of her, that in 
every ftage of my life, and at every turn 
and corner where fhe could get fairly at 
me, the ungracious duchefs has pelted 
me with a fet of as pitiful mifad ventures 
and crofs accidents as ever fmall Hero 
fuftained, 

CHAP. VI. 

IN the beginning of the laft chapter, 
I informed you exaftly when I was 
born; but I did not inform you bow. 
No, that particular was referved entirely 
for ia chapter by itfelf i — befides. Sir, as 
you and I are in a manner perfefb ftran* 
gers to each other, it would not have been 
proper to have let you into too many cir- 
cumllances relating to myfelf all at once* 
—You muft have a little patience. I 
have undertaken^ you fce^ to write not 
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only my life, but my opinions alfo; 
hoping and cxpefting that your know- 
ledge of my charafter, and of what kind 
of a mortal I am, by the one, would give 
you a better relifh for the other : As you 
proceed farther with me, the flight ac- 
quaintance, which is now beginning be- 
twixt us, will grow into familiarity ; and 
that, uolefs one of us is in fault, will ter- 
minate in friendfliip, — O diem 'praclaruml 
—then nothing which has touched mc 
will be thought trifling in its nature, or 
tedious in its telling. Therefore, my 
dear friend and companion, if you fliould 
think me fomewhat fparing of my narra- 
tive on my firfl: fetting out — bear with 
me, — and let me go on, and tell my 
ftory my own way : — Or, if I fliould 
feem now and then to trifle upon the 
road, — or fliould fome times put on a 
fool's cap with a bell to it, for a mo- 
ment or two as we pafs along,^— don't 
fly oflT,— ^but rather courteoufly give me 
credit for a little more wifdom than ap- 
pears upon my outfide j— and as we jog 
^^ either laugh with me^ or at me, or 
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in (hort, do any thing, — only keep your 
temper, 

CHAP. VII. 

IN the fanne village where my father 
and my mother dwelt, dwelt alfo a 
thin, upright, motherly, notable, good 
old body of a midwife, who with the 
help of a little plain good fenfe, and ibme 
years full employment in her bufinefs, 
in which (he had all along trufted little 
to her own efforts, and a great deal to 
thofe of dame Nature,-— had acquired, in 
her way, no fmall degree of reputation 
in the world :— — by which word world, 
need I in this place inform your worlhip^ 
that I would be underftood to mean no 
more of it, than a fmall circle defcribed 
upon the circle of the great world, of four 
Englijb miles diameter, or thereabouts, 
of which the cottage where the good old 
woman lived, is fuppofed to be the cen* 
tre.— -She had been left, it fecms, a wi- 
dow in great diltrefs, with three or four 
fmall childrmi ia her forty-feventh year i 



%6 THE LIFB AND OPIKIONS 

and as fhe was at that time a perfon of 
decent carriage, — grave deportment,—* 
z woman moreover of few words, and 
withal an objed of compaflion, whofe 
diftrefs, and filence under it, called out 
the louder for a friendly lift : the wife of 
the parfon of the parifh was touched 
with pity; and having often lamented 
an inconvenience, to which her hufband's 
flock had for many years been expofed> 
inafmuch, as there was no fucb thing 
as a midwife, of any kind or degree, to 
be got at, let the cafe have been never 
fo urgent, within lefs than fix or kvttt 
long miles riding ; which faid feven long 
miles in dark nights and difmal roads, 
the country thereabouts being nothing 
but a deep clay, was almoft equal to four* 
teen ; and that in effe^b was fometimes 
next to having no midwife at all ; it 
came into her head, that it would be 
doing as feafonable a kindnefs to the 
whole parifii, as to the poor creature her- 
felf, to get her a little inflrufted in fomc 
of the plain principles of the bufinefsj in 
order to fet her up in it* As no wonum 
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thereabouts was better qualified to exe- 
cute the plan flie had formed than her- 
felf, the- gentlewoman very charitably 
undertook it ; and having great influence 
over the female part of the parifh, Ihe 
found no difficulty in efFefting it to the 
utmoft of her wifhes. In truth, the par- 
fon join'd his intereft with his wife's in 
the whole affairs and in order to do 
things as they fhould be, and give the 
poor foul as good a title by law to prac- 
tife, as his wife had given by inftitution, 
—he chearfuUy paid the fees for the or- 
dinary's licence himfelf, amounting in 
the whole, to the fum of eighteen (hil- 
lings and four pence ; fo that betwixt 
them both, the good woman was fully 
invefted in the real and corporal poflef- 
fion of her office, together with all its 
rights J members J and appurtenances what^ 
foever. 

Thefe laft words, you muft know, 
were not according to the old form in 
which fuch licences, faculties, and pow- 
ers ufually ran, which in like cafes had 
heretofore been granted to the fifterhood. 

VOL. I, c 
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But it Was according to a neat Formula 
b{ Didius his own devifing, who having 
a particulaf turn for taking to pieces, 
and new framing over again, all kind of 
inftruments in that way, not only hit 
upon this dainty amendment, but coaxed 
many of the old licenfed matrons in the 
neighbourhood, to open their faculties 
afrefli, in order to have this whim-wham 
of his inferted. 

I own I never could eiivy Didius in 
thefe kinds of fancies of his : — But every 
man to his own tafte. — Did not Dr. Ku- 
najirokiusy that great man, at his leifurc 
hours, take the greateft delight imagina* 
'ble in combing of afles tails, and pluck- 
ing the dead hairs out with his teeth, 
though he had tweezers always in his 
pocket ? Nay* if you come to that. Sir, 
have not the wifeft of men in all ages, 
not excepting Solomon himfelf, — have 
they not had their Hobby-Horses ;— • 
their running horfes, — their coins and 
their cockle-fhells, their drums and their 
trumpets, their fiddles, their pallets,--* 
their maggots and their butterflies?-— 
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and fo long as a man rides his Hobby^ 
Horse peaceably and qiiictly along the 
King's highway, and neither compels 
you or me to get up behind him,— 
pray. Sir, what have either you or I to 
do with it ? 

CHAP. vm. 

^^i>e gujiibus non eft difputandum ; ^^ 
that is, there is no difputing againf): 
HoBBY-HoRSES } and for my part, I fel- 
dom do ; nor could I with any fort of 
grace, had I been an enemy to them at 
the bottom; for happening, at certain 
intervals and changes of the moon, to • 
be both fiddler and painter, according as 
the fly ftings : — Be it known to you, that 
I keep a couple of pads myfelf, upon 
which, in their turns, (nor do I care who 
knows it) I frequently ride out and take 
the air 5 — though fometimes, to my fhame 
be it fpoken, I take fomewhat longer 
joumies than what a wife man would 
think altogether right. — But the truth 
18,-1 am not a wife man 5 — and befides 

c 2 
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am a mortal of fo little confequence in 
the world, it is not much matter what I 
do : fo I feldom fret or fume at all about 
it : Nor does it much difturb my reft, 
when I fee fuch great Lords and tall Per- 
fonages as hereafter follow ^ — fuch, for 
inftance, as my Lord A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G, H, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q^, and fo 
on, all of a row, mounted upon their fe- 
veral horfes; — fome with large ft irrups, 
getting on in a more grave and fobcr 

paces others on the contrary, tucked 

up to their very chins, with whips acrofs 
their mouths, fcouring and fcampering it 
away like fo many little party-coloured 
devils aftride a mortgage, — and as if 
fome of them were refolved to break 
their necks. So much the better- 
fay I to myfelf ; — for' in cafe the worft 
Ihould happen, the world will make a 
ihift to do excellently well without them; 

and for the reft, why God fpecd 

them e'en let them ride on without 

oppofition from me 3 for were their lord- 
fhips unhorfed this very night — 'tis ten 
to one but that many of them would be 
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worfe mounted by one half before to- 
morrow morning. 

Not one of thefe inftances therefore 
can be faid to break in upon my reft. 

But there is an inftance, which I 

own puts me off my guard, and that is, 
when I fee one born for great aftions, and 
what is ftlll more for his honour, whole 
nature ever inclines him to good ones ; 
— ^when I behold fuch a one, my Lord, 
like yourfelf, whofe principles and con- 
duct are as generous and noble as his 
blood, and whom, for that reafon, a cor- 
rupt world cannot fpare one moment; 
—when I fee fuch a one, my Lord, 
mounted, though it is but for a minute 
beyond the time which my love to my 
country has prefcribed to him, and my 
zeal for his glory, wifhes, — then, my 
Lord, I ceafe to be a philofopher, and 
in the firft tranfport of an honeft impa- 
tience, I wifti the HoBBY-HoRSE, with 
all his fraternity, at the Devil. 



C3 
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'^ My Lord, 

I Maintain this to be a dedicationi 
notwithftanding its Angularity in 
the three great effentials of matter, 
form and place : I beg, therefore, you 
will accept it as fuch, and that you wilj 
permit me to Uy it, with the moft re- 
fpeftful humility, at your Lordfhip'3 
feet, — when you are upon them, — • 
which you can be when you pleafe j— 
and that is, my Lord, whenever there 
is occafion for it, and I will add, tp 
the beft purpofes too. I have the ho-? 
^^ nour to be. 

My Lordy 
Tour Lordjhifs moft obedient, 
and moft devoted^ 
(ind moft humble fervant, 
Tristrani Shandy." 

CHAP. IX. 

I Solemnly declare to all minkind, that 
the above dedication was made for 
no one Prince, Prelate, Pope, or Potent? 
tatc, — Duke Marquis;^ JEarl^ Vifcoupt^ or 
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Barotij of this, or any other Realm in 

Chriftendom; nor has it yet been 

hawked about, or offered publicly or 
privately, direftiy or indireftly, to any 
one perfon or perfonage, great or fmall s 
but is honeftly a true Virgin-Dedication 
untried on, upon any foul living, 

I labour this point fo particularly, 
merely to remove any offence or objec- 
tion which might arife againft it from the 
manner in which I propofe to make the 
moft of it; — which is the putting it up 
fairly to public fale ; which I now do. 

E very author has away of his own, 
in bringing his points to bear s — for my 
own part, as I h^te chaffering and hig- 
gling for a few guineas in a dark entry 5 
— I refolved within myfelf, from the very 
beginning, to deal fquarely and openly 
with your Great Folks in this affair, and 
try whether I fhould not Qoxnt off the 
better by it. 

If therefore there is any one Duke, 
Marquis, Earl, Vifcount, or Baron, in 
thcfe his Majefty's dominions, who ftands 
In need of a tight, genteel dedication, 

C4 
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and whom the above will fuit, (for by 
the bye, unlefs it fuits in fome degree, I 
will not part with it)— — it is much at 
his fervice for fifty guineas^—— which 
I am pofitive is twenty guineas lefs 
than it ought to be afforded for, by any 
man of genius. 

My Lord, if you examine it over again, 
it is far from being a grofs piece of daub- 
ing, as fome dedications are. The defign, 
your Lordfhip fees, is good, — the co- 
louring traniparent, — the drawing not 
amifs i — or to fpeak more like a man 
of fcience, — and meafure my piece in the 
painter's fcale, divided into 20, — I be- 
lieve, my Lord, the outlines will turn 
out as 12, — the compofition as 9, — 
the colouring as 6, — the expreflion i j 
and a half, — and the defign, — if I may 
be allowed, my Lord, to underftand my 
own deftgUy and fuppofing abfolute per- 
feftion in defigning, to be as 20, — I think 
it cannot well fall fhort of 19. Befides 
all this, — there is keeping in it, and 
the dark ftrokes in the Hobby-HohsEi 
(which is a fccondary figure, and a kind 
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of back-ground to the whole) give great 
force to the principal lights in your own 
figure, and make it come ofF wonder- 
fully ; and befides, there is an air of 

originality i^ the fout enfemble. 

Be pleafed, my good Lord, to order 
the fum to be paid into the hands of Mr. 
'Dodjley^ for the benefit of the author; 
and in the next edition care fhall be taken 
that this chapter be expunged, and your 
Lordfhip's titles, diftinftions, arms, and 
good aftions, be placed at the front of 
the preceding chapter : All which, from 
the words, De guftibus non eft difputandum^ 
and whatever elfe in this book relates to 
HoBBY-HoRSEs, but no more, fhall ftand 
dedicated to your Lordfhip. — The reft I 
dedicate to the Moon, who, by the bye, 
of all the Patrons or Matrons I can 
think of, has moft power to fet my book 
a-going, and make the world run mad 
after it, 

' Bright Goddefs, 
If thou art not too bufy with Candid 
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and Mife Cukeound's affairs^ -—> take 
Trijiram Shandy's under thy protcftion 
alfo. 

CHAP. X. 

WHATEVER degree of fmall 
merit the aft of benignity in fa- 
vour of the midwife might juftly claim, 
or in whom that claim truly refted,— at 
firft fight feems not very material to this 
hiftory j—— certain however it was, that 
the gentlewoman, the parfon's wife, did 
run away at that time with the whole of 
it : And yet, for my life, I cannot help 
thinking but that the parfon himfelf, 
though he had not the good fortune to 
hit upon the defign firft, — yet, as he 
heartily concurred in it the momcpt it 
was laid before him^ and as heartily 
parted with his money to carry it into 
execution, had a claim to fome Ihare of 
it, — if not to a full half of whatever 
honour was due to it. 

The world at that time was pleafcd^to 
determine the matter otherwife. 
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Lay down the book, and I will allow 
you half a day to give a probable guels 
at the grounds of this procedure. 

Be it known then, that, for about five 
years before the date of the midwife's li- 
cence, of which you have had fo circum- 
ftantial an account, — the parfon we have 
to do with had made himfelf a country- 
talk by a breach of all decorum, which 
he had committed againft himfelf, hi5 
Ration, and his office; — and that was in 
never appearing better, or otherwife 
mounted, than upon a lean, forry, jack- 
afs of a horfe, value about one pound 
fifteen fhillings ; who, to fhorten all dc- 
fcription of him, was full brother to i?^- 
ftnantCy as far as fimilitude congenial could 
make him j for he anfwered his defcrip- 
tion to a hair-breadth in every thing,-^ 
except that I do not remember 'tis any 
where faid, that Rojinante was broken 
winded ; and that, moreover, Rojinante y as 
is the happinefs of moft Spanijh horfes, 
fat or lean, — was undoubtedly a horfe at 
9II points. 
} k^oiy very wpU tha; the Hero's 
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horfe was a horfe of chafte deportment, 
which may have given grounds for the 
contrary opinion : But it is as certain at 
the fame time, that Rofinante'% continency 
(as may be demonftrated from the adven- 
ture of the Tanguejian carriers) proceed- 
ed from no bodily defeft or caufe what- 
foever, but from the temperance and or- 
derly current of his blood. — And let mc 
tell you. Madam, there is a great deal 
of very good chaftity in the world, in 
behalf of which you could not fay more 
for your life. 

Let that be as it may, as my purpofe 
is to do cxaft juftice to every creature 
brought upon the ftage of this dramatic 
work,— I could not ftifle this diftinftion 

in favour of Don ^ixote\ horfe ; in 

all other points, the parfon's horfe, I fay, 
was juft fuch another, — for he was as 
lean, and as lank, and as forry a jade, 
as Humility herfelf could have be- 
ftrided. 

In the eftimation of here and there 9 
man of weak judgment, it was greatly in 
the parfon's power to have helped the 
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figure of this horfe of his, — for he was 
mafter of a very handfome demi-peak'd 
faddle, quilted on the feat with green 
plufh, garnilhed with a double row of 
filver-headed ftuds, and a noble pair of 
Ihining brafs ftirrups, with a houfing al- 
together fuitable, of grey fuperfine cloth, 
with an edging of black lace, terminating 
in a deep, black, filk fringe, poudre d'or, 
— all which he had purchafed in the 
pride and prime of his life, together with 
a grand emboffed bridle, ornamented at 
all points as it Ihould be.— — But not car- 
ing to banter his beaft, he had hung all 
thefe up behind his ftudy door: — and, in 
lieu of them, had ferioufly befifted him 
with juft fuch a bridle and fuch a faddle, 
as the figure and value of fuch a fteed 
might well and truly deferve. 

In the feveral fallies about his parifh, 
and in the neighbouring vifits to the 
gentry who lived around him, — you will 
cafily comprehend, that the parfon, fo 
appointed, would both hear and fee 
tnough to keep his philofophy from 
ru^g. To fpeak the truth, he never 
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could enter a village, but he caught thtf 
attention ofbotholdandyoung.—— La- 
bour ftood ftill as he pafs'd ^the buc- 
ket hung fufpended in the middle of the 
well, the fpinning-wheel forgot its 
round,— -even chuck-farthing and fhuf- 
fle-cap themfelves rfood gaping till he had 
got out of fight ; and as his movement 
was not of the quickeft, he had generally- 
time enough upon his hands to make his 
obfervations, — to hear the groans of the 
ferious, — and the laughter of the light- 
hearted i — all which he bore with ex- 
cellent tranquillity. — His charafter was> 
—he loved a jeft in his heart — and as he 
faw himfelf in the true point of ridicule, 
he would fay, he could not be angry 
with others for feeing him in a light, in 
which he fo ftrongly faw himfelf: So 
that to his friends, who knew his foible 
was not the love of money, and who 
therefore made the lefs fcruple in ban- 
tering the extravagance of his humour,— 
inftead of giving the true caufe,— hechofc 
rather to join in the laugh againfl him* 
felf i and as he never carried one linglc 
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ounce of flefh upon his own bones, being 
altogether as fpare a figure as his beaft^ 
—he would fometimes infift upon it, that 
the horfc was as good as the rider de- 
fcrved i — that they were, centaur-like, 
— both of a piece. At other times, and 
in other moods, when his fpirits were 
above the temptation of falfe wit, — he 
■would fay, he found himfelf going ofF 
faft in a confumption ; and, with great 
gravity, would pretend, he could not bear 
the fight of a fat horfe, without a dejec* 
tion of heart, and a fenfible alteration in 
his pulfe ; and that he had made choice 
of the lean one he rode upon, not only 
to keep himfelf in countenance, but in 
Ipirits. 

At different times he would give fifty 
humorous and appofite reafons for riding 
a meek- fpiri ted jade of a broken-winded 
horfe, preferably to one of mettle ; — for 
on fuch a one he could fit mechanically, 
and meditate as delightfully de vanitate 
mundi et fugd faculty as with the advan- 
tage of a death's-head before him ; — 
thai^ in all other exercitations, he could 
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fpend his time, as he rode flowly alongj 
•—to as much account as in his ftudy j— 
that he could draw up an argument in 
his fcrmon, — or a hole in his breeches, 
as ftcadily on the one as in the other i-— 
that briflc trotting and flow argumenta- 
tion, like wit and judgment, were two in- 
compatible movements.— But that upon 
his ftccd — he could unite and reconcile 
every thing,— he could compofe his fcr- 
mon — he could compofe his cough,- 
and, in cafe nature gave a call tJiat way, 
he could lil;cwife comi)ofc himfelf to 
fleep. — In fhort, the parfon upon fuch 
encounters would aflign any caufc but 
the true caufc/ — and he with-held the 
true one, only out of a nicety of tem- 
per, bccaufe he thought it did honour to 
him. 

But the truth of the ftory was as fol- 
lows : In the firll years of this gentle- 
man's life, and about the time when the 
fuperb faddlc and bridle were purchafed 
by him, it had been his manner, or va- 
nity, or call it \^hat you will,— to run 
into^th^ oppoiite extreme.rr-In the laii- 
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guage of the county where he dwelt, he 
was faid to have loved a good horfe, and 
generally had one of the beft in the 
whole parifli (landing in his liable always 
feady for faddlingi and as the neareft 
midwife, as I told you, did not live nearer 
to the village than feven miles, and in a 
vile country, — it fo fell out that the 
poor gentleman was fcarce a whole week 
together without fome piteous applica- 
tion for his bead ; and as he was not an 
unkind-hearted man, and every cafe was 
more preifing and more diflrefsful than 
the lad,*— as much as he loved his beaft> 
he had never a heart to refufe him ; the 
uplhot of which was generally this, that 
his horfe was either clapp'd, or fpavin'd^ 
or greaz'd ; — or he was twitter-bon'd, or 
broken-winded, or fomething, in fhort, 
or other had befallen him, which would 
let him carry no flefli; — fo that he had 
every nine or ten months a bad horfe to 
get rid of,— and a good horfe to purchale 
in his ftead^ 

What the lofs in fuch a balance might 
amount to^ cemmmibus ^nni/^Iwouldleave 

VOL. I. p 
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to a fpccial jiirjr of fuffcrcrs in the fame 
trafficky to determine; — but let it be 
what it >vould> the hone^ gentleman bore 
it for many years without a murmur, tiU 
at length, by repeated iU accident! of 
the kind, lie found it neceOary to take 
the thing under confideration i and upon 
weighing the whole, and fumming it up 
in his mind, he found it not only difpro-* 
portioned to his other expenccs, but with** 
al fo heavy an article in itfelf, as to dif^ 
able him from any other a£b of generofity 
in his parifh : Befides this, he confidered^ 
that with half the fum. thus galloped 
away, he could do ten tames as much 
good; — and what ftill weighed more with 
him than all other confiderations put 
together, was this, that it confined all 
his charity into one particular channel^ 
and where, as he fancied, it was the leaft 
wanted^ namely^ to the child-bearing 
and child-getting part of his parish § 
rcferving nothing for the impooentt— t 
nothing for the aged, — nothing fbr 
the many comfortlefs icenes he was hour- 
ly Q9XM, Ibrfh to vifit^ where poveitapv 
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fehd ficknefsi and affliftion dwelt toge« 
then 

For thefe reafons he rcfolved to dif- 
continue the expence ; and there appear* 
cd but two poffible ways to extricate 
hhn clearly but of it ; — and thefe were> 
cither to make it an irrevocable law ne* 
Ver more to lend his fteed upon any ap- 
plication whatever,— or elfe be content 
to ride the laft poor devil, fuch as they 
had made him, with all his aches and 
infirmities, to the very end of the chap- 
ter. 

As he dreaded his own conftancy in 
the firft— he very chearfuUy betook him* 
felf to the fecond ; and though he could 
very well have explained itj as 1 faid, to 
his honour^ — ^yet> for that very reafon, he 
had a fpirit above it ; choofing rather to 
bear the contempt of his enemies^ and 
the laughter of his friends, than undergo 
the pain of telling a ftory, which might 
feem a panegyrick upon himfelf. 

I have the higheft idea of the fpiritual 
and refined fentiments of this reverend 
gtBtlcmRR> from this finglc ftroke in his 

D 2 
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charafter> which I think comes upJ, ta 
any of the honeft refinements of the pecr-^ 
left knight of La Mancha^ whonl> by. the 
byc> with all his follies, I love more^ 
and would adually have gone farther ta 
Jiave paid a vifit to^ than the greateft he** 
ro of antiquity. 

. But this is not the moral of my ftory : 
The thing I had in view was to fticw the 
temper of the world in the whole of this 
aflfair. — For you muft know, that fo long 
as this explanation would have done the 
parfon credit, — the devil a foul coul4 
find it out, — I fuppofe his enemies would 
not, and that his friends could not. 
jBut no fooner did he beftir himfelf in 
hthaXi of the midwife, and pay the ex- 
pences of the ordinary's licence to fet 
her up, — but the whole fecret came out; 
every horfe he had loft, and two horfcs 
more than ever he had loft, with all the 
circumftances of their deftruftion, were 
known ind diftinftly remembered.— The 
Tftpry ran like wild-fire — " The parfon 
l^ had a returning fit of pride which had 
" juft, feized him i and hp was going to 
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'^ be well mounted once again in his 
" life ; and if it was fo, 'twas plain as 
*' the fun at noon-day, he would pocket 
^' the cxpence of the licence, ten times 
-•* told, the ^veiy iirft year: — So that 
*^ every body was left to judge what were 
'*' his views in this aft of charity." 

What were his views in this, and in 

every other aftion of his life,*— or rar- 

.thcr what were the opinions which float- 

-ed in the brains of other people con^- 

cerning it, was a thought which too 

.much floated in his own, and too often 

broke in upon his reft, when he Ihould 

•have been found afleep. 

About ten years ago this gentleman 
had the good fortune to be made eor 
tirely eafy upon that fcore,— it being juft 
fo long fince he left his parifh, — and the 
vhole world at the fame time behind 
;him,''^^d ftands accountable to a Judge 
,of iwhom he will have no caufe to com* 
.plain. 

But there is a fatality attends the acr 
^ona of fome.men : Order then) as they 
:irm, they pafs thro' a certain Kne^iiJiQ 

^3 
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which fo twifts and refrads them froK\ 
their true direftiona—— that, with ail 
•the titles to praifc which a reftitude ^f 
heart can give, the doers of them are 
nererthelefs forced (o liv« and die with- 
put it. 

Of the truth o£ which this gentleman 
was a painful example^*— * But to know 
by what means this came to pa&,— *and 
to make that knowledge of ufc to you, I 
infifl: upon it that you read the two foU 
lowing chapters, which contain fuch ^ 
'ftetch of his life and comrerfation, a^ 
will carry its moral along widi it.«9— 
When this is done, if nothing ftops ua 
in our way, we will go on with the 
midwife* 

CHAP. XL 

YO R I C K was this parfon's rnxM^ 
and, what is very remarkable in h:^ 
(as appears from a moil ancient accpunc 
of the family, wrote upon ftrong vellum, 
and now in peifeft prefervation) it had 
been exaftly fo fpek foi* near,— «— | wai| 
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whlim an ace of faying nine hundred 
years;-— ^ut I would not fhake my 
credit m tdlfng an improbable truth> 

however indifputable in itfclf ; ^ and 

therefore I fhall content myfelf with only 
{xyin g I t h^d been exaftly fo Ipelt, 
without the leaft variation or tranfpoli* 
don of a fingle letter, for I do not know 
how long ; which is more than I would 
venture to fay of one half of the beft 
iuraames in thf Jdngdom -, which^ in a 
courfe of year^j have generally under* 
gone as many chops and changes as their 
ownem,— *p[as this been owing to the 
prtde9 or to the fliame of the reipedlive 
proprietary ? — In honeft truth, I think, 
fometimeiB to the one, ai)d fometimes to 
the otherj jufl: as the temptation has 
wrought. But a villainous affair it i^, 
and will one day fo blend and copfound 
us all together, that no one fhall be able 
to ftaad up and fwear, ^^ That his own 
** great grandfather was the man yfhq 
^' did either this or that." 

This evil bad been fuiHpgptly fenced 
•gainft by the prudent c»re ^f the T^** 

P4 
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riik'ik family! and their religious preibr* 
vation of thefe records I q\iote» which 
do farther inform us» That the family 
was originally of Danifb extraftion> and 
had been tranfplanted into England as 
early as in the reign of H^nvendillns, king 
ofDenmarky in whofe court, it feems, an 
anceftor of this Mr. Tarick% and from 
whom he was lineally defcended> held a 
confiderable pod to the day of his death. 
Of what nature this confiderable poft 
was, this record faith not ;-— it only adds^ 
That, for near two centuries, it had beeii 
totally abolifhed, as altogether unnecef^* 
fary, not only in that court, but in every 
other court of the Chriftian world. 

It has often come into my head, that 
this poft could be no other than that of 
the king's chief Jcfter ; — and that Ham^ 
/f/'s Torick, in our Shake/peare, many of 
whofe plays, you know, are founded upon 
authenticated fafts, was certainly the very 
man. 

I have not the time to look into SaxO'^ 
Crammaticus's Bamjh hiftory, to know 
the certainty of this i— -but if you hayc 
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leihrc; and ctai eafily get at the book) 
you may do it full as well yourfelf, 

I had juft time, in my travels throu^ 
Denmark with Mr. Noddy'^ eldeft fon> 
whom, in the year 1741, I accompanied 
^as governor, riding along with him at m 
prodigious rate thrp' moil parts of Eu^ 
rope^ zf\6. of which original journey per* 
•formed by us two, a moft dde^ftblc 
narratiye wilj hp given in the pro^ 
greis of this work. ) had juft time, | 
fay, and that was all, to prove the truth 
oi an obfervation m^de by a lon^ fa« 
joumer in jthat country ^ — -f-name)]^ 
^- That pature was neither very lavifh^ 
** nor was fhe very ftingy in her gifts 
^^ of gienius and capacity to its inhabit 
** tants i — but, like a difcreet p^ent, wan 
^' moderately kind to them all ; obfenr- 
^^ ing fuch an equ4 tenpr in the dUb> 
^^ bution of her favours, as (o bring 
^' them> in thofe points, pretty ne^r to a 
^* level with each other j fo that you will 
^' meet with few inftances in that king* 
^^ 4op? of refipcd parts » but a great 4^41 
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^' of good plain houfhold ^inderibadmg 
*^ amongft ajl rattks oF peiftpk, of which 
^' every b0dy hai a ifhdrc I ■' Whi<A is, I 
chink, very right.- .- v 

With us, you fee, thd cefe iis <fuite dift- 
feient : — we are all ups and downs in 
this matter ; — ^yoii arc a great genius i— 
or 'tis fifty to one, Sir, you are a great 
dtmce and a blockhead ; — ^ftot. that there 
is a total want of ^ntennediate fteps,— ^ 
po, — we are not fo irregular as that corned 
to ; — but the twoextrennes are morecom* 
inon, and in a greater degree in this un- 
settled iflandi where nature, 4a her gifts 
'and difpofitions of this kind, is moft 
^vWmiical and capricious 5 fortune her- 
telf not being more fo in the bequeft of 
Jier goods and chattels than fhe. 

This is all that ever daggered my faith 
tn regard to Torick's extraftion, who, by 
<what I can remember of him', and by all 
the accounts I could ever get of hini, 
feemed not to have bad one fingle drop 
of Danijh blood in his whole crafis; in 
pine hundred ycsrs;^ it juight poffiWy 



iAm all run out i — !-I will not philpfo- 
phize tone moment with you about iti 
for hap^n how it would, the faft wa$ 
ibis :— That inftead of that cold phlegaj 
^d exaft regularity of fenfe and hur 
iDours, you would have looked for^ in 
<iiie fo extraded i— he was^^ on the con-* 
trary, as mercurial and fublimated a 
fompofitioni — - as heteroci^tte a crea« 
ture in all his declenfions j-^- — with as 
much life and whim, and gi^ete de caur 
about hini, as the kind}ieft climate could 
have engendered and put together. With 
all this fail, poor Tarick carried not one 
ounce of ballaft; he was utterly unpracr- 
tiied in tdie world ; and, at the age of 
twenty-iix, knew juft about as well how 
to fleer hi^ courfe in it, as a rompingi 
VDfufplcioiis girl of thirteen: So that 
upon bis firft letting out, the bnfk gale 
of his ipirits, as you will iniagine, ran 
|iim foul tefi times in a day of fomebo? 
dy's tackling ; and as the graye and mooe 
(low*paced were ofteneft in his way, — --* 
you may likewife imagine, 'twas with 
^ch he iiad generally the ill luck to ge( 



the moft entangled. For aught I know 
. there might be fonde mixture of unlucky 
wit at the bottom of fuch Fracas :— — 
For, to fpeak the truth, Tcrick had an in* 
vincible diflike and oppofition in his na- 
ture to gravity ; — not to gravity as fuch^ 
—for where gravity was wanted, he would 
be the moft grave or ferious of mortal 
men for days and weeks together ;— but 
he was an enemy to the affeftation of it, 
and declared open* war againft it, only 
as it appeared a cloak for ignorance, or 
for folly : and then, whenever it fell in 
his way, however fheltered and protefted,, 
lie feldom gave it much quarter. 

Sometimes, in his wild way of talking, 
he would fay, that Gravity was an errant 
fcoundrel, and he would add,— of the 
mod dangerous kind too, — becaufe a 
fly one J and that, he verily believed, 
more honeft, well-^meaning people were 
bubbled out of their goods and money 
by it in one twelvcrmonth, than by poc- 
ket-picking and fhop-lifting in feven. 
In the naked temper which a merry heart 
difcovered, he would (ay^ (here was no 
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danger, — but to itfelfj — whereas thq 
very eflence of gravity was defign,. 
and confequently deceit -, — 'twas a taught 
trick to gain credit of the world for 
more fenfe and knowledge than a maa 
•was worth ; and that, with all its pre- 
tenfions, — it was no better, but often 
worie, than what a French wit had long 
ago defined it, — viz. A myfterious carriage 
of the body to cover the defeSls of fbe mind\ 
T-which definition of gravity, Xorick^ 
with great imprudence, would fay, de- 
ferved to be wrote in letters of gold, 

But^ in plain truth, he was a man un- 
hackneyed and unpradifed in the worlds 
and was altogether as indifcreet and 
foollfh on every other fubjedt of dif- 
courie where policy is wont to imprc6 
reftraint* Torick had no impreflion but 
one, and that was what arofe from the 
nature of the deed fpoken of; which im- 
preflion he would ufually tranflate into. 
plain Englifh without any periphrafis,-^. 
and too oft without much diftinftion of 
either perfon, time, or place ; — fo that 
when mention was made of a pitiful or 
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an ungenerous proceeding, — —he nevef 
gave himfcif a moment's time to reded: 

V9ho was the hero of the piece, what 

his ftation, or how far he had powcf 

to hurt him hereafter i — -—but if it was 
a dirty aftion, — without more ado, — The 
man was a dirty fellow, — and fo on.— 
And as his comments had ufually the ill 
fate to be terminated either in a hn mot, 
or to be enlivened throughout with fome 
drollery or humour of expreffion, it gave 
wings to Tcrick's indifcretion. In a word, 
tho' he never fought, yet, at the fame 
time, as he feldom (hunned occafions of 
feying what came uppcrmoft, and with- 
out much ceremony ;-^— he had but too 
many temptations in life, of fcattering 
his wit and his humour, — his gibes and 

his jefts about him. They were not 

loft for want of gathering. 

What were the confequencesi and what 
was Torick's cataftrophe thereupon, yon 
will read in the next chapter* 



I 
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CHAP. XII. 

THE Mortgager and Mortgagee differ 
the one from the other, not more 
in length of purfe, than the Jejier and 
yejlee do, in that of memory. But in 
this the comparifon between them runs, 
as the fcholiafls call it, upon all-four 1 
which, by the bye, is upon one or two 
legs more than fome of the beft of -fifo- 
fner'% can pretend to j — namely. That 
the one raifes a fum, and the other 
a laugh at your expence, and thinks no 
more about it. Intereft, however, flill 
runs on in both cafes ; — the periodical 
or accidental payments of it, juft ferving 
to keep the memory of the affair alive i 
till, at length, in fome evil hour,— 
pop comes the creditor upon each, and 
by demtnding principal upon the fpot, 
ix>g9ther with foil intereft to the very 
day, makes them both feel the full »•». 
tent of their obligations^ 

As the reader (for I iiate your ifs) has 
m thorough luowltdge of human nature, 
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I need not fay more to fatisfy him> that 
my Hero could not go on at this rate 
without fome flight experience of thefe 
incidental mementos. To fpeak t)^6 
truth, he had wantonly involved hiaifelf 
in a multitude of fmall book-debts of 
this ftamp> which, notwithftanding Eu- 
geniuses frequent advice, he too much dif* 
regarded ; thinking, that as not one of 
them was contracted thro' any malig- 
nancy i—but> on the contrary, from 
tn hooefty of mind, and a mere jocun- 
dity of humour, they would all of them 
be crofs'd out in courie. 
. Eugenius would never admit this ; and 
would often tell him, that one day or 
other he would certainly be reckoned 
with ; and he would often add, in an ac- 
cent of forrowful apprehenfion,— to .the 
uttcrmoft mite* To which Torkk^ with 
his ufual careleilhefs of heart, would as 
often anfwcr . with a pfhaw 1 — ^d If 
the fubje& was ftarted in th^ fields^— 
with a hop, (kip, and a jump at the end 
of it ; but if doie pent up in the focial 
ichinmey-corner, where the culpri(^waft 
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baiticado'd itii with a table and a couple 
of arm-chairs^ and could not fo readily 
fly off in a tangent, — Eugenius would 
then go on With his lefture upon difcre^ 
fion in words to this purpofe, though 
fomewhat better put togcthen 

Trtift nme, dear Torick, this Unwary 
pleafantry of thine will fooner or later 
bring thee into fcrapes and difficulties^ 
which no after-wit can extricatd thee out 
of.— —In thcfe falliesi too oftj I fee, it 
happens, that a perfon laughed at, con- 
fiders himfelf in the light of a perfon in-* 
jtired, with all the rights of fuch a fitua« 
tion belonging to him ; and when thou 
Vieweft him in that light too^ and reckons 
up his friends, his family, his kindred 
And allies, -^•i— and mufters up with 
them the many recruits which will lift 
filler him from a fenfe of common dan« 
gerj— -'tis no extravagdnt arithmc- 
tick to fayi that for every ten jokes, 
— thdu haft got ail hundred enemies; 
tad till thou haft^ gone on, and raiied 
aiwarm of wafps about thine ears, and 
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Sit half ftung to death by them, thotJ 
wilt never be convinced it is fo. 

I cannot fufpefl: it in the man whom 
I efteeniy that there is the leaft fpur from 
fpAeen or malevolence of intent in thcfe 

fallies 1 believe and know them ta 

be truly honeft and fporci vc :— But oon- 
fider, my dear lad, that fbola cannot dif«* 
tinguifh this, — and that knaves will 
not i and thou knoweft not what it isy 
either to provoke the ooej or to ma)u} 
merry with the other :—— whenever they 
afibciate for mutual defence, depend up^ 
on it, they will carry on the war in fuck 
% manner againft thee^ my dear friend^ aa 
to make thee hearuiy fick of it, and of 
diy life too« 

Revei^e from fbme banefi^ comer 
fliall level a tale of dtihonour at thee, 
which no innocence of heart or integrity 
of condud ihall fet right.-— —The for«» 
tunes of thy houfe (hall totter, — chy 
ckaraAer, which led the way to theoir 
iiall bleed on every fide of it, -*- thy 
fiuth queft toned, —thy works belied,*-; 



ifef wit forgotterii— thy learning tram- 
pled on. To wind up the laft fcene of 
thy tragcdyi Cruelty and Cowardice^ 
twin ruffians, hired and fet on by Ma- 
1 ICE in the dark^ fhall ftrike together at 
^11 thy infirmities and miftakes :— — The 
beft of us^ my dear ladj lie open there> 
■ ■ a nd truft me, — — truft me, Torick^ 
^ben U gratify a pirate appetite^ it is 
nee r^olved ttpOHy that an innocent and aH 
beipkfs creature JbaU be facrificedi 'tis an 
Mff piattet to pick up flicks enough from any 
ikicket inhere it basflrayed^ to make afire 
t§ iaffer it ^p with. 

Terick fcarce evtf heard this fad vati- 
tiiuidoli of his deitiny read over to himi 
but with a teat ft^aliilg from his eye^ and 
« promiflbry look attending it, that he 
was refolved, for the time to come> to 
fide his tit *ith more fobl-icty,— Butj 
alasi too late ! *~ a grand confederac|r» 
tfritibi •♦*•♦ and ♦•♦*♦ at the head of it^ 
WIS fornied before the firft prediAion of 
ti>— The whole plan of the attack, juft 
as' J&^^isr; had foreboded^ iRras put in 
fxccvtion all at once, ^-^ with {q little 
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mercy on the fide of the allies, — and 
fo little fufpicion in Tcrick, of what was 
carrying on againfl: him,— that when he 
thought, good eafy man ! full furely pre- 
ferment was o' ripenings— they had fmotc 
his root, and then he fell, as many a 
• worthy man had fallen before him. 

Toricky however, fought it out with all 
imaginable gallantry for fome time; till» 
overpowered by numbers, and worn out 
at length by the calamities of the War, 
—but more fo, by the ungenerous man- 
ner in which it was carried on, — he 
threw down the fword ; and though he 
kept up his fpirits in appearance to the 
laft, he died, neverthelefs, as was gene- 
rally thought, quite broken-hearted* 

What inclined Eugenius to the fame 
opinion, was as follows : 

A few hours before Torick breathed his 
laft, Eugenius ftept in with an intent to 
take his laft fight and laft farewell of 
him^ Upon his drawing Tmck's curtain^ 
and aflcing how he felt himfelf, jTorick 
looking up in his face, took hold of bis 
hand^-'-and after thanking him for the 
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many tokens of his fricndfhip to him, for 
which, he faid, if it was their fate to 
meet hereafter, — he would thank him 
again and again, — he told him, he 
was within a few hours of giving his 
enemies the flip for ever.— I hope not, 
anfwered EuginiuSy with tears trickling 
down his cheeks, and with the tendereft 
tone that ever man fpoke. — I hope not, 
Toricky faid he. — ^—Torick replied, with 
a look up, and a gentle fqueeze of Euge^ 
nius'% hand, and that was all, — but it cut 
Eugenius to his heart. — Come, — come^ 
Tofick^ quoth Eugenius, wiping his eyes, 
and fummoning up the man within him^ 
—my dear lad, be comforted, — let not 
all thy fpirits and fortitude forfake thee 
at this crifis when thou moft wants theip ; 
who knows what refources are in 
ftore, and what the power of God may 

yet do for thee ? Terick laid his hand 

upon his heart, and gently fhook his 
head ;— For my part, continued Eugenius^ 
crying bitteriy as he uttered the words, 
'—I declare I know not, Torick, how to 
part with thee^ and would gladly flattet 

^3 
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my bope?^ added EugpniuSj chearing up 
his voice, that there is ftill enough kft 
of thee to make a bifhop, and that I may 
live to fee It. — -^r-I befeech thee, Eugeniuf^ 
quoth Torickj taking off* his night-cap a^ 

well as he could with his left hand, r 

his right being ftill grafped clofe in 
that of £«^«i/«J,— I befeech thee to 
take a view of my head. — I fee no- 
thing that ails it, replied Eugenms. Thcn^ 
^las ! my friend, faid Tcricky let me tell 
you, that 'tis fo bruifed an4 mif-fliapened 
with the blows which ***** and ***»*^ 
and fome others have fo unhandfbmely 
^ven me in the dark, that I might lay 
with Sancho Panfdy that fliould I re- 
cover, and " Mitres thereupon be luffer- 
^* ed to rain down from heaven as thick 
^' as hail, not one of them would fit it.** 
■ ■ Torick's laft breath was hanging up- 
on his trembling lips ready tq depart as 
he uttered this j . - j y et ftill it was ut- 
tered with fomething of a Cervantick 

tone ; and as he fpoke it, Eugeniusi 

could perceive a ftream of lambent fire 
^ghted up for a jnomcnf in his eyes \ 
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fame pi&ure of thofe flaifiies pf 
his fpirit, whkh (as Sbakefpeare faid of 
fais anoeftor) -were wont to fee the table 
in a roar ! 

Eugenius was convinced from thi8» that 
the heart of his friend was broke : he 
fqueczed his hand, and then walk- 
ed foftly ont of the room, weeping as he 
walked. Torick followed Eugenius with 
his eyes to the door, — he then clofed 
them^ — and never opened them more. 

He lies buried in a corner of his 
church-yard, in the parilh of — -, 
under a plain marble flab, which his friend 
Eugenius, by leave of his executors, laid 
upon his grave, with no more than thefc 
three words of infcription, ferving both 
for his epitaph and elegy. 



Alas, poor YORICK ! 



Ten times a day has Torick'^ ghoft the 
confolation to hear his monumental in^ 
fcription read over with fuch a varietur 
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pifif and tStcanfarhimy''^ 
way croifing the ehwdi^i^Fwddofe bjrthe ; 
fide of his grave^— not a palTengor'^bei ! 
by without flopping to^caft a loc^ upoi^. > 
it^-^rand fighing as he walks on» 



Alas, poorYOI^IC|C! 
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CHAP. xm. 

IT is ib long fince the reader of thU 
riiapibdical work has been parted from 
the midwife^ that it is high time to men- 
tion her again to him^ merely to put him 
In mind that there is fuch a body ftill in 
the world, and whom, upon the belt 
judgnoent I can form upon my own plan 
tt ttfefent, — I am going to introduce to 
Imn for good and all : But as freih mat- 
1^ may be ftarted, and much unexpe£ted 
ikifixwfs fall out betwixt the reader and 
ffk^bfiTy which may require immediate 
JE^atd i i "^F— - 'twas right to take care 

rit the poor woman fhould not be loft 
the. mean time i — becaufe when fhe is 
jMtiCed, we can no way do without her. 
^/f diidc I told you that this good wo- 
An was a perfon of no fmall note and 
$9alequence throughout our whole vil- 
fiJB^ and townfhip s — that her fame had 
itlelf to the very out-edge and cir- 
tee of that circle of importance, 
^6kh kind e?ery ibu} livings whether 
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he has a (hirt to his back or no,— — has 
one fiirrounding him j — which faid circle, 
by the way, whenever 'tis faid that fuch 
a one is of great weight and importance 
in the world, I defire may be enlarg- 
ed or oontrafted in your worlhip's fancy^ 
in a compound ratio of the ftation, pro- 
fefllon, knowledge, abilities, height and 
depth (mcafuring both ways) of the pcr- 
fonagc brought before you. 

In the prefent cafe, if I remember, I 
fixed it at about foqr or five miles, which 
not only comprehended the whole parifh, 
but extended itfelf to two or three of the 
adjacent hamlets in the Ocirts of the next 
parifh i which made a confiderable thing 
of it, I muft add, That (he was, mot-e- 
over, very well looked on at one large 
grange-houfe, and fome other odd houfea 
and farms within two or three miles, as I 
faid, from the fmoke of her own chim- 
ney : But I muft here, once for 

all, inform you, that all this will be more 
exaftly delineated and explained in k 
ffiap, *n6w in the hands of the engraver, 
*hic;h, ^th m4ny other pieces and dcVc- 

....',.■ ^ • • 
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' lopemcnts to this work, will be added to 
the end of the twentieth volume, — not 
to fwell the work, — I detefl: the thought 
•of fuch a thing; — but by way of com- 
mentary, fcholium, illuftration, and key 
to fuch paiTages, incidents, or innuendos 
as fhall be thought to be either of private 
interpretation, or of dark or doubtful 
meaning, after my life and my opinions 
(hall have been read over (now don't 
forget the meaning of the word) by all 

the world 'y which, betwixt you and 

me, and in fpite of all the gentlemen- 
reviewers in Great Britain, and of all that 
their worfhips (hall undertake to write or 
fay to the contrary, — I am determined 
ftiall be the cafe. — I need not tell your 
woritnpy that all this is fpoke in confi-- 
dence. 

CHAP. XIV. 

UPON looking into my mother's 
marriage<-fetdement> in order to 
iadtfy myfelf and reader in z point nc^ 
ceflsuy to be cleared up> before we couU^ 
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proceed any farther in this hiftory; 
I had the good fortune to pop upon the 
very thing I wanted before I had read a 
day and a half ffaratght forwards, — - it 
might have taken me up a month ;--« 
which fhews plainly^ tha^t when a man 
fits down to write a hiftory,— tho' it be 
but the hiftory of Jack Hickatbrift or Tm 
TImmip he knows no more than his heels 
what lets and confounded hindrances he 
i& to meet with in his way, — > or whac 
i^dabjce he may b e led^ byone excurfion 
or Mbther^ before all is over. Coiild a 
hiilorl|pgrapher drive on his hiftory, as a 
muleteer drives on his mule,~-ftraigh€ 
forward ;--— *for inftance^ from Rime all 
the way to Lmtto^ without ever onct 
turning his head afide either to the right 

hand or to the left, he might venture 

to foretell you to an hour when he fhould 
get to his joumcy^s cndi— but the thingf 
is, morally fpeaking, impoflible : For, if 
lie iai a man of the leaft fpirit, he will hate 
"fifty deviations from a ftraight line to 
ttuke with this or that party as he goes 
along, which he can no ways avoids Ht 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDY* . 6% 

will have views and profpedts to himfelf 
perjpetually foliciting his icye, which hq 
can no more help (landing ftill to look 
at than he can fly ; he will moreover have 
various 

Accounts to reconcile : 

Anecdotes to pick up ; 

Infcriptions to make out^ 

Stories to weave in : 

Traditions to fift : 

Perfonages to call upon : 

Panegyricks to pafte up at this door ; 

Pafquinades at that :— — All which both 
die man and his mule are quite exempt 
from. To fum up all ; there are archives 
at every ftage to be look'd into^ and 
rolls, records, documents, and endlefs 
genealogies, which juftice ever and anon 
calls him back to ftay the reading of: ^ » 
In Ihort> there is no end of it i— — for my 
awn part^ I declare I have been at i( 
thefe fix weeks, making all the fpeed t 
pgi&bly couldj— -and am not yet bom : 
— -I have juft been able, and that's all^ 
CO tell you wbcn it happened, but not 
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howi — (o that you fee the thing is y«f 
far from being accomplifhed. 

Thcfc unforefcen ftoppages, which I 
Own I had no conception of when I firft 
fct out; — but which, I am convinced 
now, will rather increafe than diminilh as 
1 advance, — have ftruck out a hint which 
1 am refolved to follow j— — and that is, 
—not to be in a hurry; — but to go on 
leifurely, writing and publifliing two vo- 
lumes of my life every year j— — which^ if 
I am fufFered to go on quietly, and can 
make a tolerable bargain with my book- 
feller, I fhall continue to do as long as I 
live. 

CHAP. XV. 

TH E article in my mother*s maf- 
riage-fettlement, which I told the 
leader I was at the paids td fe^^ch for, 
and which, now that I have fotiiid it, I 
think proper to lay before him,— is fo 
ftiuch more fully exprefs'd in the deed 
itfelf, than ever X can pretend to do ii; 
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that it would be barbarity to take it 
out of the la^fyer's hand : — It is as fol- 
lows*. 

^' WtUth That the faid fTalter Shandy, 
*' merchant^ in confideration of the faid 
** intended marriage to be had^ ^nd, by 
*' God's blefling> to be well and truly 
*^ folemnizcd and confiimmatcd between 
*^ the faid Walter Shandy and EKzabetb 
*^ MoUineux aforefaid, and divers other 
^^ good and valuable caufes and confide- 
*' rations him thereunto Ijpecially mov- 
*^ ing,— doth grant, covenant, conde- 
*^ fccnd, confent, conclude, bargain, and 
^^ fully ^ree to and with John Dixon, 
** and James Turner, Efqrs. the above- 
'^ named Truftees, fcfr. &?r.— to toit,— 
*^ That in cafe it fhould hereafter fo fall 
". put, chance, happen, or otherwife obme 
*S to pafs, — That the faid Walter Shdndy, 
** merchant, fball have left off bufinlSs 
" before the time or times, that the faid 
^ EUzabetb Mollineupc fhall, according to 
'' the courfeofnatureyOrotherwifc,.have 
" left o^ bearing and faniiging fo^h 
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'^ children ;*^and that, in confequcnce of 
" the faid JValter Shandy having fo left 
" off bufinefs, he (hall in defpight, and 
againft the free-will, confent, and 
good-liking of the faid Elizabeth MoU 
" lineuXf — make a departure from the ci- 
" tyo( London, in order to retire to, and 
" dwell upon, his cftate at Shandy Hall, in 

^^ the county of , or at any other 

** country-feat, caftle, hall, manfion- 
" houfe, meflliage or grainge-houfe, now 
" purchafed, or hereafter to be purchafcd, 
<« or upon any part or parcel thereof:— 
<^ That then, and as often as the faid £//- 
*' zabeth Mollineux Ihall happen to becn- 
'* ceint with child or children feverally 
'* and lawfully begot, or to be begotten, 
" upon the body of the faid Elizabeth 
" Mollineux, during her faid coverture,— 
" he the faid Walter Shandy fliall, at his 
'^ own proper coft and charges, and out 
" of his own proper monies, upon good 
" and reafonable notice, which is hereby 
" agreed to be within fix weeks of her the 
" faid Elizabeth Mollineux's full reckon* 
'^ ing, or time of fuppofed and computed 
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*' delivery, — pay, or caufe'to be paid, the 
" fumofone hundred and twenty pounds 
of good and lawful money, to John 
Dixon, and Jatnes Turnery Eiqrs, oraf- 
figns, — upon TRUST and confidence, 
*^ and for and unto the ufe and ufes, intent, 
•* end, and purpofe following i — Cjbdt iS 
•* to iapi — That the faid fum of one 
hundred and twenty pounds fhall be 
paid into the hands of the izn^ Elizabeth 
Mollineuxy or to be otherwife applied 
by them the faid Truftees, for the well 
•* and truly hiring of one coach, with 
" able and fufficient horfes, to carry and 
** convey the body of the faid Elizabeth 
" Mollineuxy and the child or children 
•* which fhe fhall be then and there en- 
*^ ceint and pregnant with,— unto the 
** city of London I and for the further 
" paying and defraying of all other in- 
** cidental cofts, charges, and expences 
" whatfoever, — in and about, and for, 
" and relating to, her faid intended de- 
" livery and lying-in, in the faid city or 
" fuburbs thereof. And that the faid 
^* Elizabeth MoUineuxihdll and may, from 

F 2 
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'* time to time, and at all fuch time and 
** times as are here covenanted and agreed 
" upon, — peaceably and quietly hire the 
" faid coach and horfeg, and have free 
** ingrcfs, cgrefs, and regrcfs throughout 
*' her journey, in and from the faid 
" coach, according to the tenor, true 
*' intent, and meaning of thefe prefents,- 
*' without any let, fuit, trouble, difturb- 
*^ ancc, moleftation, difcharge, hinder- 
*' ance, forfeiture, eviftion, vexation, in- 
" terruption, or incumbrance whatfoe- 
'^ vcr. -^ And that it (hall moreover be 
^^ lawful to and for the faid Elizabeth 
" MollineuXi from time to time, and as 
'^ oft or often as (he Ihall well and truly 
" be advanced in her faid pregnancy, to 
^^ the time heretofore ftipulated and a- 
" greed upon, — to live and refidc in 
fuch place or places, and in fuch fa- 
mily or families, and with fuch rela- 
tions, friends, and other perfons with- 
in the faid city of London^ as (he at her 
own will and pleafure, notwithftand- 
*^ ing her prcfent coverture, and as if (he 
" was ^fmmefoU and unnurried,— (bftU 
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« think fit.— anb tgts JttOtnture fur«: 

*' tger toitneffetfi. That for the more ef- 
" feftually carrying of the faid covenant 
*^ into execution, the faid TFalter Shandy^ 
^* merchant, doth hereby grant, bargain, 
^^ fell, releafc, and confirm unto the faid 
*' John DixoHy and James Turner, Efqrs. 
" their heirs, executors, and afligns, in 
their aftual poflefllon now being, by 
virtue of an indenture of bargain and 
** falc for a year to them the faid John 
Dixon, and James Turner, Efqrs. by 
him the faid Walter Shandy, merchant, 
*' thereof made ; which faid bargain and 
*' fale for a year, bears date the day next 
** before the date of thefe prefents, and 
by force and virtue of the ftatute for 
transferring of ufes into poflTcffion, 
an that the manor and lordfhip of 

Shandy, in the county of , with all 

the rights, members, and appurtenan- 
*' ces thereof; and all and every the 
mefluages, houfes, buildings, barns, 
ftables, orchards, gardens, backfides, 
tofts, crofts, garths, cottages, lands, 
'* meadows, feedings, paftures, marflies, 



€< 
€€ 
€€ 



(C 
it 
€€ 



70 THE LIFE AND OPfNIONS 

*' commons, woods, underwoods, drains, 
" fiflicrics, waters, and water-courfes j— * 
** together with all rents, reverfions, 
*^ fcrvices, annuities, fee-farms, knights 
'^ fees, views of frankpledge, cfcheats, 
'« reliefs, mines, quarries, goods and 
chattels of felons and fugitives, fe- 
lons of themfelves, and py t in exigent, 
** deodands, free warrens, ^nd all other 
royalties and fcigniories, rights and 
jurifdiftions, privileges and heredita-^ 

" ments wh^tfoever. Sl^ti alfo the 

** advowfon, donation, prcfentation, and 
^' free difpofition of the reftory or par-, 
fonage of Shandy aforefaid, and all and 
every the tenths, tythes, glebe-lands." 

— — In thrpe wprds, " My mother 

" was to lay in, (if Ihe chofe it) in Lon-- 
^' donr 

But in order to put a flop to the prac^ 
tice of any unfair play on the part of my 
mother, which a marriage-article of this 
nature too manifeftly opened a door to, 
and which indeed had never been thought 
of at all, but for my uncle Toby Shandy ^ 
— a claijfe was added in fecurity of my 















father, which was this : — *' That in cafe 
*^ my rtiothcr hereafter fliould, at any 
^* time, put my father to the trouble and 
*' expence of a London journey, upon 

*' falfc cries and tokens 5 that for 

" every fuch inftance, Ihe fhould forfeit 
^^ all the right and title which the cove- 
nant gave her to the next turn i 

but to no more, — and fo on, toties quo* 
*' fieSj in as effedtual a manner, as if 
" fuch a covenant betwixt them had not 
*' been made."— This, by the way, was 
no more than what was reafonablej— 
and yet, as reafonable as it was, I have 
ever thought it hard that the whole 
weight of the article fhould have fallen 
entirely, as it did, upon myfelf, 

But I was begot and born to mif- 
fortunes : — for my poor mother, whe- 
ther it was wind or water — or a com- 
pound of both, — or neither; — or whe- 
ther it was fimply the mere fwell of ima- 
gination and fancy in her; — or how far 
a ftrong wilh and defu-e to have it fo, 
might miflead her judgment; — ^in fliort, 
whether fhe was deceived or deceiving 
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in.^tlji? matter^ it na way becomes me to 
decide. The faft wajj this, That in the 
latter end p( Sfpttmber 1717, which was 
the year before I was born, my mother 
having carried my father up to town 
much againft the grain, — he perempto- 
rily infilled upon the claufe; — fo that 
I was doomed, by marriage^^rticles, to 
have my nofe fqueez'd as flat to my face, 
as if the-dcftinies had aftually fpun me 
without one. 

How this event came about, — and 
what a train of vexatious difappointments, 
in one ft age or other of my life, have 
purfued me from the mere lofs, or rather 
compreffion, of this pne fingle member, 
— fhall be Jaid before the reader all in 
due time, »» 

CHAP. XVI. 

MY father, as any body nnay natu- 
rally imagine, came down with 
my mother into the country, in but ^ 
pettifh kind of a humour. The firft 
twenty or. five-and- twenty miles ho did 
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nothing in the woriid but fret arid tease 
himfclf, and indeed my mother too, about 
jthe curfed cxpencc, which he faid might 
every fllilliog of it have been favcd i — 
then what v^xed him more than every 
thing elje ira3, the provoking time of the 
year, — -»— which, as I tQld you, was to* 
wards the end of Septtfnber^ when his Wall- 
fruit, and green gages efpecially, in which 
he was very curious, were juft ready folr 
pulling: — -" Had he been whittled up 
'^ to London^ upon a Tsm Foor$ errand, 
^' in any other month of the whole year, 
^ he fhould not have faid three words 
^* about it." 

For the next two whole ftages, no fub- 
jedt would go down, but the heavy blow 
he had fuftain'd from the lofs of a fon, 
whom it Iccms he had fully reckon'd 
upon in his mind, and regifter'd down in 
his pocket-book, as a fecond ftafF for his 
old age, in cafe Bobiy fhould fail him. 
** The difappointment of this, he faid, 
^* was ten tinges more to a wife man, than 
^' all the money which the journey, ^5?^. 
^* had coft him, put togetherj^^rot the 
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.** hundred and twenty pounds, — ~ he 
" did ijot mind it a rufti/' 

Front SHlton, all the way to Grantham, 
nothing in the whole affair provoked him 
(o nuich a$ the condolences of his friends, 
and the fooliih figure they fhould both 

make at church, the firft Sunday ; of 

which, in the fatirical vehemence of his 
wit, now fharpen'd a little by vexation, 
he would give fo many humorous and 
provoking defcriptions, — and place his 
fib and felf in fo many tormenting lights 
and attitudes in the face of the whole con- 
gregation ;— that my mother declared, 
thefc two ftages were fo truly tragi-co- 
mical, that Ihe did nothing but laugh 
Aitid cry in a breath, from one end to the 
other of them all the way. 

From Granthaniy till they had crofs'd 
the ^rent, my father was out of all kind 
of patience at the vile trick and impofi- 
tion which he fancied my mother had 
put upon him in this affair—" Certainly," 
he would fay to himfelf, over and over 
again, " the woman could not be de- 
" ceivcd herfelf i— if fhe could,—— 
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what weaknefs !" — tormenting word I— 
which led his innagination a thorny dance, 
and, before all was over, play'd the duce 
and all with him ; ■ ■■ ^-for fure a3 ever the 
word weaknefs was uttered, and ftruck full 
upon hi3 brain, — fo fure it fet him upoa 
running divifions upon how many kinds 

of weaknefles there -were ; that there 

was fuch a thing as weaknefs of the bo- 
dy, as well as weaknefs of the n)ind, 

— and then he would do nothing but fyl- 
iogize within himfelf for a ftage or two 
together, How far the caufe of all thefc 
vexations might, or rnight not, have 
arifen out of himfelf. 

In ftiort, he had fo many .little fub- 
jefts of difquietude fpringing out of this 
pne affair, ail fretting fucceflively in his 
mind as they rofe up in it, that my mo- 
ther, whatever was her journey up, had 
but an uneafy journey of it down. — -— 
In a word, as (he complained to my un- 
cle Toby, he would have tired out the pa* 
tierjce of ^ny flelh alive. 
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CHAP. XVil. 

T Hough my father travelled hohic- 
wards, as I told you, lA none of 
the bcft of moods, — pfhawing and pifh- 
ing all the way down,— yet he had the 
complaifance to keep -the worft part of 
the ftory ftill to himfelf j — which was 
the refolution he had taken of doing him- 
felf the juftice, which my uncle Tolly's 
claufc in the marriage-fettlement em- 
, powered him; nor was it till the very 
night in which I was begot, which was 
thirteen months after, that fhe had the 
leaft intimation of his defign : — when my 
father, happening, as you remember, to 
be a little chagrin'd and out of temper, 
took occafion as they lay chatting 
gravely in bed afterwards, talking over 

what was to come, to let her know 

that fhe muft accommodate herfelf as well 
as file could to the bargain made between 
thtem in their marriage-deeds ; which was 
to lye-in of her next child in the country, 
to balance the laft year's journey. 
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My father was a gentleman of mzny 
virtues, — but he had a ftrong fpicc of 
that in his temper, which might, or might 
not, add to the number. — 'Tis known by 
the name of perfeverance in a good caiifci 
— and of obftinacy in a bad one : Of 
this my mother had fo much knowledge, 
that Ihe knew 'tw^s to no purpofe to 
make any remonftrance, — fo ihe eVn 
refolved to fit down quietly, and mako 
ihe nK>ft of it. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

AS the point was th^t night agrwf, 
or rather determined, that my mo- 
tb(er Oiould lye-^in of me in the country, 
fhc took her meafures accordingly i for 
which purpofe, when Ihe was three days, 
9r thereabouts, gone with child, ihe be^ 
pUi to caft her eyes upon the midwife, 
wliom you have fo often heard me men-' 
Ooa I and before the week was well got 
tound, as the famous Dr. Mdnmngimm 
wu not to be had> flie had come to a fi-* 
nal dfiterminatiQa iu her mind,— —not* 
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iwthftandiilg ther^ was a fckntifick optf-* 
rac^i*' within fo near a call asr eight mik5 
of us, and who^ moreover, had exprefsly 
^r6te a five Aiillings book upon the fub- 
jeSt of midwifery, in which he had expof- 
cd, not only the blunders of the After- 
hood itfelf> — —but had likewife fuper- 
tdded many curious improvements foi* 
the quicker extradtion of the foetus in 
crofs births, and fome other cafes of dan- 
ger, which belay us in getting into the 
world ; notwithftanding all this, my mo- 
ther, I fay, was abfolutely determined to 
truft her life, and mine with it, into no 
fours hand but this old woman's only,— 
Now this I like ; — ^when we cannot get 
at the very thing we wifh— — ^-never to 
take up with the next beft in degree to 
it:— no; that's pitiful beyond defcrip- 
tion ;— it is no more than a week from 
this very day, in which I am now writing 
this book for the edification of the world; 
—which is A^rch 9, 1759,'— that my 
dear, dear Jen^y obferving I looked a 
little grave, as (he ftood cheapening afilk- 
of- five-and-rtwcnty (hillings a yard>— 
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told the mercer, (he Ivas lorry flie had 
giren him fo much trouble j— and im-' 
mediately went and bought herfelf a yard« 
wide ftufF of ten-pence a yard. — Tia the 
duplication of one and the fame greats 
nefs of foul j only what leffened the ho- 
nour of it fomcwhat^ in my mother's cafe, 
was, that flie could not heroine it into 
fo violent and hazardous an extreme, as 
one in her fituation might have wiflied, 
becaufe the old midwife had really fome 
little claim to be depended upon,— -as 
much, at leaft, as fuccefs could give her; 
having, in the courfe of her pradtice of 
near twenty years in the parifli, brought 
every mother's fon of them into the world 
without any one flip or accident which 
could fairly be laid to her account. 

Thefe fa6ts, tho' they had their weight, 
y^t did not altogether fatisfy fome few 
fcruples and uneafineiTes which hung up^ 
on my father's fpirits in relation to this 
choice. — ^To fay nothing of the natural 
workings of humanity andjuflice-rK>r.of 
the yearnings of parental and connubial . 
love, all which prompted him to .leave 
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ttt Kttte to hazard as poflvbfe in a cafcfef 
this kind 5— ^hc felt htmfelf concerned 
in a particukr manner^ that all {houM 
go right in the prefent cafe i^-«from the 
accumulated ibrrow he lay open to,fhotiid 
any evil betide his wife and child in lyings 
in at 5iw»cfy-//tf/A~-^He knew theiworld 
judged by events^ and would add to his 
alHiAions in fuch a misfortune^ by load-* 
ing him with the whole blame of it.— — 
•* Alas o^day j — had Mrs. Shandy^ poor 
^< gentlewoman f had but her wilh .in 
y going up to town juft to lycrin and 
•* come down again ;— ^Wch, theyr ft^, 
*^ (he .begged and prayed for upon her 
" bare knees,— —and which, in myopi- 
*• nion, confidcring the fortune which 
'* Mr. Shandy got with her,— was no fiich 
** mighty matter to hare complied witbj . 
•* the lady and her babe might both 6{ 
^ them have been alive at thisr houn''' ? 
This exclamation, my father knew^ 
was unanfwerablc j-^artd ycr, it was qot 
jnerely to fhelter himfelf, — nor was it alU 
together /or the care of his ofi^ipring and 
wife that he feemed fo extremely amdobs 



ikont dus point j— my father h^ CKtoi'* 

fii^ views of thingS) and ftoodmore** 

cnrer^ as he thotk^t, deeply concerned in 
it for the publick good^ from the dread 
lie entertained of the bad ufes an ill-fiMd 
inftance might be put to. 
• He was very fenfiWe that all political 
writers upon the fubjeft had unanimoufly 
agreed and lamented^ from the begin* 
iring of Queen EU%abett^% reign down to 
his own timei that the current of men 
mnd money towards the metropolis^ upon 
one iiivolous errand or another,— fet in 
to ftrongi — as to become dangerous to 
our civil rights ;•— though, by the bye> 
a cnrfent was not the image he cook 
moft delight in, — a diftemper was here his 
favourite metaphor, and he would run it 
down into a perfeft allegory, by main- 
taining it was identically the fame in the 
body national as in the body natural, 
where the blood and fpints were driven 
up into the head fafter than they could 
find their ways down; ■ a flopp^^ of 
circulation muft enfue> which wtt death 
iaboth cafes. 

VOL. u Q 
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Tbete was little danger, he would fay, 
ef Icfing our liberties by French politicks 
or French invafions ir — rnqr was he f© 
much in pain of a confumption from the 
mafs of corrupted matter and ulcerated 
humours in our conftitution,p— which he 
hoped was not fo bad as it was imagined ; 
— but he verily feared, that in fome vior 
lent pudi, we fhould go off, all at once, 
in a flate-apoplcxy i— and then he would 
fay, The Lord have mercy upon us all. . 

My fath^fr was never, ablc;^ to give the 
hiftory of this, diftemper, — without the 
remedy along with it. 

" Was I an abfolute prince," he. would 
fay,.puiling up his breeches with both his 
hands, as he.rofe from his arm-chair, ** I 
would .appoint able judges, at every 
avenue of my metropolis, who Ihpuld 
take cognizance of eveiy fool's bufi- 
" nefs who came there \ — and if, upon a 
'^ fair and candid hearing, it appeared 
not of weight fufBcient to leave his 
own home, and come up, bag and bag,- 
*^. .gage> with his wife and children, far- 
'* mers' fons, 6f^. fe?r. at his backfide. 






I 

cc 



^ they Ihould be all fent back^ £rom con- 
^ itable to conftable, like vagrants as 
^* they wercj to the place of their legd 
^^ fettlements. By this means I fliall 
^* take care, that! my metropolis totter'd 
** not thro' its own weight j — that the 
*^ head be no longer too big for the bo^ 
" dyj — that the extremes, now wafted 
•^ and pinn'd in, be reftored to their due 
^ fliare of nourilhmenti and regain with 
it their natural ftrength and beauty : 
—I would efFedtually provide. That 
*' the meadows and corn-fields of my 
dominions, fhould laugh and ling $ -^ 
that good chear and hofpitality flourifh 
once more) — and that fuch weight 
and influence be put thereby into the 
^ handsoftheSquiralityofmykingdom> 
^ as fhould counterpoife what I perceive 
^my Nobility are now taking from 
« them." 

" Why are thete fo few palaces and 
^ gentlemcns' feats," he would afk, with 
iomc emotion, as he walked acrofs the 
tborn^ '^ throughout fo many delicious 

o a 
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*^ provinces in Fr/wr^^? Whence w itth^ 
^ the few remaining Chateam atnongft 
^ them are fo difmantlcd, — fo unfur- 
^ niftied, and in fo ruinous and defolate 
'^^ a condition ? — ^Becaufc, Sir/' (he would 
fay) *' in that kingdom no man has any 
^ country-intereft to fupport , — the lit- 
** tk intereft of any kind which any man 
*^ has any where in; it, is conctentrated in 
'^ the court, and the looks of the Grand 
** Monarch ^ by the fun-fliine of whole 
•* oountenance, or the clouds which pafs 
^' acrofe it, every Fremb maa lives or 
-^ dies.** 

Another political reafon which pwmipt- 
€d my father fo itrongly to guard again!!: 
the leaft evil accident in my mother's 
lying-in in the country,- ■ w as. That 
any fuch inftance would infallibly throw 
a balance of power, too great already, 
into the weaker veflels of the gentry, irv 
his own, or higher ftations ; w hich, 
•with the many other ufurped rights which 
that part of the conftitution was houiiy 
eftablifliing,— would, in the end, wove 
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f^tal CO the monarchical fydem of do* 
meikick government eftahlilhcdm thefirft 
creation of things by God» 

la this point he was entirely of Sir 
J^birt Filmr's opinion^ That the plana 
acid inftitutions of the greateft monar*^ 
chies io the eaftem parts of the worlds 
were, originally^ all ftolen from that ad* 
mirable pattern and prototype of thia 
J|i€ufIiol4 and paternal power; — ^whichu 
Ibc a century^ he faid, and morej ha4 
gjm^dily been degenerating away into 
a nux'd government -, ■■ the form of 
which, however defirable in great cora^ 
hinauoas of the fpecies, — -— was very 
ttroubkfome in finall ones,-**and feldom 
prf>duced any thing, thajt he faw, but for^ 
fowi and confufion> 

For aU thefe reaibos, private and pub- 
Jick, put together, — my father was fojr 
having the man*-midwi£e by all means^ 
■-•my mother by no means. My father 
begg'd and intreated, fhe would for once 
fecede from her prerogative in this m^t^ 
teiy and fuflfer him to choofe for her i-^ 
my mother, on the contrary, infifted up* 

^3 
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on her privilege in this matter, to chocfe' 
for herfelf, — and have no nriortal's hiVp 
but the old woman's. — ^What could my 
father do ? He was almoft at his wit's 
cndi — — talked it over with her in all 
moods ; — placed his ailments irt all 
lights ; — argued the matter with her 
like a chriftian, — like a heathen,— like a 
hufband, — like a father,— like a patriot, 
—like a man:^ — My mother anfwcrcd 
every thing only like a woman -, which 
was a little hard upon her ; — for as ftic 
could not affume and fight it out behind 
fuch a variety of charafters,— *tMra$ no 
fair match : — 'twas feven to one.— What 
could my mother do ? — -— She had the 
advantage (otherwife Ihe had been ccr-r 
tainly overpowered) of a fmall reinforce- 
ment of chagrine perfonal at the bottom, 
which bore her up, and enabled her to 
difpute the affair with my father with fb 

equal an advantage, that both fides 

fung TV Deum. In a word, my mother 
was to have the old woman, — and the 
operator was to have licence to drink a 
bottle of wine with my father an^ any 
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ithcle Toiy Shandy in the batk parlour, 
*— for which he was to be paid five 
guineas. 

* I muft beg leave, before I finifii this 
chapter, to enter a caveat in the breaft of 
my fair reader ;— and it is this,— —Not 
to take it abfolutely for granted, from 
an unguarded word or two which I have 
dropp'd in it, " That I am a mar- 
ried man/* — I own, the tender appella- 
tion of my dear, dear 7^»wy,.— with fome 
bther ftrokes of conjugal knowledge, in- 
terfperfed here and there, might, natu- 
rally enough, have mifled the moft ca,n- 
did judge in the world into fuch a deter- 
mination againft me.— Ajil I plead for, 
in this cafe. Madam, is ftrift juftice, and 
chat you do fo much of k, to me t& well 
as to yourfelf, — as not te prgudge, or 
receive foch an impreffion of me, till you 
have better evidence, -than, I am poli- 
tive, at prefent can be produced againft 
me. — ^Not that I can be fo vain or un- 
reafonable,.Madam, as to defire youfhould 
therefore think, that my dear, dear Jenny 
is my kept miftrcfs ^ — no, — that woJjJd 

P 4 
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be flattering my charafter in the other ' 
extreme, and giving it an air of freedom^ 
which, perhaps, it has no kind of right 
to. All I contend for, is the utter im^ 
poflibility, for fome volumes, that you, 
or the moft penetratii^ fpirit Mfoa earth,, 
fliould know how this oiatterreally ftaad$»^ 
— It is not impolTible, but that my deajc, 
dear Jenny f tender as the appeUatioa ii, 
may be my chiki,— =^Confidcr,~?I wa$ 
born in the year eighteen. — ^Nor ia ther^ 
any thing unnatural or extravagant in the 
fuppofition, that my dear Jemy may h^ 
my friend.— —Friend !— My fiiend.-^ 
Surely, Madam, a friendfhip between the 
two fexes may fubfift, and be fupported 
without — — — Fy 1 Mr. Shandy: — 
Without any thing. Madam, but th^t 
tender and delicious fentimenjC, which 
ever mixes in friendship, where eheiFe is 4 
difference of fex. I^t me intr^at 3^4 
to ftudy the pure and fentimentiU pa«t9 
of the beft French Romancc&i -*—<—' it 
will really. Madam, aftoniih jwk tQ £tt 
with what a variety of chafte e^prc^ 
fions this delicioua feodnoieotj whkh 1 
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ha^e the honour to'ipcak of> is drefs'4 

out, : 1 
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CHAP. XIX. 



I Would fooxier undertake to explaia 
^ the hardeft problem in geometry, 
than pretend to account for k, that a 
gentleman of my father's great good 
feirfe^—— knowing, as the reader muft 
hav^obferred him> and curious too in 
ph^dfi^hy, — wife alfo in political rea- 
foning,— -and in polemical (as he will 
find) no way ignorant, — could be capar 
blebf entertaining a notion in his head, 
(6 out of the common track, — that I fear 
the -reader, when I come to mention it 
to liim, if he is the leaft of a choleridc 
tefl^^r, will immediately throw the book 
by; if mercurial, he will laugh moll: hear- 
tUf at iC|.~aod if he is of a grave and 
iaeumine caft, he will, at firft fight, ab^ 
folutely condemn as fanciful and extra- 
vagant $ and that was in refpeA to the 
choice and impofition of chriftian nam^s, 
on wtiicb he thought a great deal more 
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depended than what fuperlficial'^Ynindbif 
were capable of conceiving. 

His opinion, in this matter, was. That 
there was a ftrange kind of magick bias, 
which good or bad names, as he called 
them, irrefiftibly impreffed upon our cha- 
rafters and conduft. 

The hero of Cervantes argued not the 

point with more ferioufnefs, nor had 

he more faith, or more to fay on the 
powers of necromancy in diftionouring 
his deeds, — or on Dulcinea's name, in 
fliedding luftre upon them, than my fa- 
ther had on thofe of Trismegistus or 
ARCHIMEDES, on the one hand — or of 
"Nyky and Simkit^ on the other. How 
many CiESARs and Pompeys, he would 
fay, by mere infpiration of the names, 
have been rendered worthy of them? 
And how many, he would add, are ttere, 
who might have done exceeding well in 
the world, had not their eharafters and 
Ijpirits been totally depreflcd and Nico-^ 
Ijemus'd into nothing ? 

I fee plainly, Sir, by your looks, (or 
gs the cafe happened) my father would 
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iay,— that you do not heartily fubfcribc 
to this opinion of niine, — which, to 
thofe, he would add, who have not care- 
fully fifted it to the bottom, — I own has 
jm air more of fancy than of folid reafon- 

ing in it ; and yet, my dear Sir, if I 

may prefume to know your charafter, I 
^m niorally aiTured, I Ihould hazard lit- 
de in dating a cafe to you, — not as a 
party in the difpufe, — but as a judge, 
^d trufting my appeal upon it to your 
own good fenfe and candid difquifition 

in this matter -, you are a perfon free 

from as many narrow prejudices of edu- 
cation as moft men ; — and, if I may pre- 
fume to penetrate farther into you, — of a 
liberality of genius above bearing down an 
opinion, merely becaufe it wants friends. 
Your fon, — ^your dear fon,— *-from whofe 
fweet and Qpen temper you have fo much 
to expeft. — Your Billy, Sir ! — would 
you, for the world, have called him Ju- 
das ? — - Would you, my dear Sir, hp 
would fay, laying his hand upon your 
J>reaft, with the genteeleft addrefs, — and 
10 that fof(and irrefifjtible^iVii^^of voicf^ 
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which the nature of the argumentmn^ mi 
bmninem abfolutely requires, — Would 
you. Sir, if a Jew of a godfather had 
propofed the name for your child, and 
offered you his purfe along with it, woukt 
you have confented to fuch a defecration 

of him ? O my God ! he would fay, 

looking up, if I know your temper rights 
Sir, — ^you are incapable of it; > ■ y ou 
would have trampled upon the offer ^-^ 
you would have thrown the temptation 
at the tempter's head with abhorrence. 

Your greatnefs of mind in this aftion, 
which I admire, with that generous con-* 
temjpfc- of money, which you flicw me in 
the whole tranfadtion, is really noble ;— 
and what renders it more fo, is the prin^ 
ciple of it ; — the workings of a parent'* 
love upon the truth and conviftioii of 
this very hypothefis, namely^ That was 
your fon called Judas, — the fordid ami* 
treacherous idea, fo infeparable from 4i^ 
naine, would have accompanied hiai 
through life like his ihadow, and, in thQ 
end, 'made a mifer and a raical of hioa^ 
xxa fpitei 5ir, of your wampk. . 
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I never icnew a man able to anfwer 
tiiis argwmcnt.— — But, indeed, to fpeak 
t>f my father as he wasj — he was cer- 
tainly irrefiftible ; both in his orations 
and difputations ;-— he was born an ora^ 
tor J — Of oAyaxJ©*-— Perfuaficm hung up- 
on his lips, and riie elements of Logick 
and Rhetorick were fo blended up in 
him,— -and, withal, he had To Ihrcwd a 
guefs at the weaknefTes and paffions of 
his Te§)ondcrit,— — that Nature might 
have ftood up and faid, — " This man 
** k eloquent/^ — In (hort, whether he 
was on the weak or the ftrong fide of 
'the qtieftion, 'twas hazardous in rtther 
cafe to attack him. — And yet, *tis 
llrange, he had never read Cicero nor 
^utntiUan de Oratore, nor Ifocrates^ nor 
Ariftotky nor Longinus amongft the an- 

rients ; nor Fojius, nor Skiappiusj nor 

Ramus, nor Famaby amongft the mo- 
dems i—and what is more aftonifhing, 
he had never in his whole life the kaft 
light or fpark of fubtilty ftrucfc into hif 
mind, by one fingle lefture upon Crack" 
enthfrp or BurgerfiiciuSy or any Dutb lo- 
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gidan or commentator; — he knew not 
fo much as in what the difference of an 
argument ad ignorantiami and an argu- 
ment ad hominem confifted; fo that I well 
remember, when he went up along with 
me to enter my name at Jefus College in 
****, — it was a matter of juft wonder 
with my worthy tutor, and two or three 
fellows of that learned fociety, — that a 
man who knew not fo much as the names 
of his tools, fhould be able to work a£^ 
tcr that faftiion with them. 

To work with them in the beft man** 
ner he could, was what my father was^ 
however, perpetually forced upon ; 
for he had a thoufand little fceptical no- 
tions of the comick kind to defen d 
moll of which notions, I verily believe, 
at firft entered upon the footing of mere 
whims, and of a i;/w la Bagatelle -, and as 
fuch he would make merry with them 
for half an hour or fo, and having fharp- 
encd his wit upon them> difmifi them 
till another day. 

I mention this, not only as matter of 
hypothefis or conjecture upon the. pro- 
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^ef$ mi eftablifhment of my father's 
m^^y odd opinions,— but as a warning 
to the learned reader againft the indif- 
creet reception of fuch guefts, who, after 
a free and undifturbed entrance, for fome 
years, into our brains, — at length claim 

^ kind of fettlement there, working 

fometimes like yeaft -, — :but more gene- 
rally after the manner of the gentle paf- 
fion, beginning in jeft, — but ending in 
<Jpwnright earneft. 

Whether this was the cafe of the fio- 
gularity of my father's notions— or that 
his judgment, at length, became the dupe 
of.liis wit i— or how far, in many of his 
notions, he might, though odd, be abfo- 

lutely right j the reader, as he comes 

ax them, fhall. decide. All that I main- 
tain here, is, that in. this one, pf the in- 
fluence of chriftian names, bpwcycr ijr 
gained footing, he was feriousj — he was 
all uniformity i — >. he was fyftematical, 
and, like all fyftematick reafoners, b^ 
would move both heaven and, earth, ami 
twift and torture every thing in nature, 
xp^^upport his hypothefis,. i^.a^^jwrd,.,!. 
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repeat it over again ; — he was ferioUs 
and, in confequence of it, he would loft 
til kind of patience whenever he faw peo- 
ple, efpccially of condition^ who flK>uld 

have known better^ as carelcfe and 

as indifferent about the name they im- 
pofed upon their child* — or more fo> 
than in the choice of PoHto or Cfipid for 
their puppy-dog» 

ThiSi he would fay> look*d ill ;— and 
had, moreover, this particular aggrava* 
tion in it> viz^ That when once a vile 
name was wrongfully or injudicioufly giv- 
en, 'twas not like the cafe of a man^s 
charafter, which, when wrongM, might 
hereafter be cleared ^—and^ poffibly, 
fome time or other, if not in the man's 
life, at leaft after his death, — bc,fomchow 
or other, fet to rights with the world : 
But the injury of this, he would fay, 
could never be undone }~nay, he doubt- 
ed even whether an aft of pailiament 
could reach it :— — He knew as well as 
you, that the legiflature aflumed a power 
over fumames ; — but for very ftrong rea- 
ibns, 'which he could give^ it had never 
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yet adventured^ he would fay^ tcf go a 
ftep farther. 

' It was obfervabki that the' my father^ 
in confequence of this opinion^ had> as 
I have told you, the ftrongeft likings and 
diflikings towards certain names; — that 
there were ftill numbers of names which 
hung fo equally ^ in the balance before 
him, that they were abfolutely indifferent 
to him; Jacky Dick^ and Tom were of 
this clafs : Thefe my father called neiji*' 
tral names ; — affirming of them, wirilout 
a fatirej That there had been as many 
knaves and fools, at leaft, as wife and 
good men, fince the world began, who 
had indifferently borne them ; — fo that^ 
like equal forces a£ting againft each other 
in contrary direftions^ he thought they 
mutually deftroyed each other's effe£bs ; 
for which reaibn, he woiild often de- 
elare. He would not give a eherry-ftone 
to choofe amongft them. Bdk, which 
was ' my brother's name, was another of 
thefe neutral kinds of chriitian names, 
which operated very little either ways 
j^d as my father happc^'d t9.be at^*^ 

' VOL* !• a 
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fon$f when it was given him, — he would 
oft-times thank Heaven it was no worfc* 
jhdrew was fomething like a negative 
quantity in Algebra with himj — 'twas 
worfe, he faid, than nothing. — William 
flood pretty high :— — Numps again was 
low with him : — and Nicky he faid, was 
the Devil. 

But, of all the names in the univerfe, 
he had the moil unconquerable averfion 
for Tristram j— he had the lowed and 
moil contemptible opinion of it of any 
thing in the world, — thinking it could 
poffibly produce nothing in renm natU" 
rdj but what was extremely mean and 
pitiful : So that in the midfl of a difpute 
on the fobjeft, in which, by the bye, he 
was frequently involved/-— he would 
fometimes break off in a fudden and 
fpirited Epiphonema, or rather Erote- 
srs, raifed a third, and fometimes a full 
fifth above the key of the difcourfe,— - 
and demand it categorically of his anta- 
gonifl. Whether he would take upon him 
to fay, he had ever remembered,—^ 
^tihether be had ever read, -— or eveft- 



whether he had ever heard tell of a maiii 
called Triftram, performing any thing 
great or worth recording ? -— No — , he 
Would fay^— ^Tristram !— The thing is 
impoffible. 

What could be wanting in tny father 
but to have wrote a book to publilh this 
notion of his to the world ? Little boots 
it to the fubtle fpeculatiil to ftand fin« 
glc in his opinions> — unlels he gives 
them proper vent t — It was the identical 
thing which my father did t — for in the 
year fixteen, which was two years before 
1 was born, he was at the pains of writ- 
ing an exprtfs Dissertation (imply up- 
on the word TriftratH, — (hewing the 
Worldj with great candour and modefty, 
the grounds of his great abhorrence to 
the name. 

When this ftory is compared with the 
title-page,^— Will not the gentle reader 
pity my father from his foul ? — to fee an 
orderly and well-difpofed gentleman, who 
tho* (ingular, — yet inofFenfivc in his no- 
tionS)— fo played upon in them by crofs 
^urpofes I «;«i— to lode down upon the 

K2 



100 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 

ftagC) and fee him baffled and overthro^if 
in all his little fyftems and wiihes i to 
behold a train of events perpetually fall- 
ing out againft him> and in fo critical 
and cruel a way, as if they had pur- 
pofedly been plann'd and pointed againfl: 
hinij merely to infult his fpeculations. 
In a Word, to behold fuch a one, in 
his old age, ill-fitted for troubles, ten 
times in a day fuffering forrowj — ten 
times in a day calling the child of his 
prayers Tristram! — Melancholy dif- 
fyllable of found 1 which, to his ears, was 
unifon to Nincompoop ^ and tytry name 
vituperative under heaven. — — By his 
alhes ! I fwear it^ — if ever malignant 
fpirit took pleafure^ or bufied itfelf in 
traverfing the purpofes of mortal man, 
—it muft have been here ; — and if it 
was not neceflary I fhould be born be- 
fore I was chriftened, I would this mo- 
ment give the reader an account of it^ 

CHAP. XX. 



' ' ■' How could you, Madam^ be 
' fo inattentive in reading the laft chapter ? 
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I told you in it, That wy mother was not 

apapift. Papift! You told me no 

fuch thing, Sir. Madam, I beg leave 
to repeat it over again, that I told you 
as plain, at leaft, as words, by direft ia- 
ference, could tell you fuch a thing.— 
Then, Sir, I muft have mifs'd a page- 
No, Madam, — you have not mifs'd a 

word. Then I was afleep. Sir, — My 

pride, Madam, cannot allow you that 

refuge. Then, I declare, I know no;- 

thing at all about the ipatteri — That, 
Madam, is the very fault I lay to your 
charge ; and as a punifhmeot for it, I do 
inlift upon it, that you immediately turn 
back, that is . as foon ;^ you get to the 
next full flop, and read the yrhole chapr 
ter over again. I have in^pofcd this pe- 
nance upon the lady, neither oytgf wan- 
tonnefs nor cruelty ; but from the bell 
of motives i and therefore fhall make her 
no apology for it when fhe returns back : 
— 'Tis to rebuke a vicious tafte, which 
has crept into thoufands befides herfelf, 
wrrqi reading ftraight forwards, n)ore ^^ 

P3 ' 
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qtif ft of the adventures^ than of the deefr 
erudition and knowledge which a book 
of this caft, if read oyer as it Ihould be, 
would infallibly impart with them.— — 
The mind fhould be accuftomed to make 
wife refleftionsj and draw curious conciu- 
fions as it goes along ; the habitude of 
which made PUny the younger affirm, 
^* That he never read a book fo bad, buc 
he drew fome profit from it." The fto- 
ries of Greece and Romey run over with- 
out this turn and application, -r- do leia 
fervice» I affirm it, than the hiftory of 
Parifmus and Parifmenus, or of the Se- 
ven Champions of England^ read with it* 
But here comes my fair lady. 
Have you read over again the cH^ter| 
Madam, as I defired you ? — You havep 
And did you not obferve the paiTage, 
upon the fecond reading, which admits 
the inference ?— Not a word like it ( 
Then, Madam, be pleafed to pc^nder weU 
the laft line but one of the chapter^ 
where I take upon me to fay, '^ It wa$ 
mceffary I (houM be born before J wa9 



OF TRBTRAM SHAKDV. lOJ 

diriften'd.*' Had my mother, Madara> 

been a Papift^ that confequence di4 fK)C 

follow *. 

It is a terrible misfortune for this fame 

book of mine, but more fo to the Re-^ 

publick of Letters -, — fo that my own is 

quite fwallowed up in the con&deration 

of it, — that this felf-fame vile pruriency 

for freih adventures in all things, ha3 go.t 



* The Komijb Rituals dire^ the baptizing of the 
childy in cafes of danger, before it is born jr-but upoi^ 
this provifo, That fome part or other of the child's 
body be ieen by the baptizer :— *-B«t the Do^rs of the 
^0r^f«^4 by a deliberation held aixiongft them» April lo, 
1733, — h*vc enlarged the powers of the piidwives, by 
determining. That though no part of the chiid^s body 
ibould appear,— ^at baptifm ihall, nevei^kfs, be 
Admiaiftered to it by in je£tioD>— /ar le tnoyen (Vune pe^ 

tiU canuUe, -^AngWch a/quirt* r-'Tis very ftrange 

that St. Tbomfts Aquinas f who had fo good a mechanical 
head» both for tying and UBtying the Jpaots pf fchool* 
divinity iT^ihould, after fo ipuch pains beftowed upon 
|hi$y— give up the point a( Jaft, as a fecond La chafe 
impoffihiey^** Infantes in maternis uteris exiftentey 
(quoth St. Thomas I) baptizari pQifui>t ttuUo modo,'*'''-^ 
O Tb^mas I Thomas I 

If the reader has the curiofity to (ee the queftipn up- 
.on faaptifin by ittjiSHoHt as prefented to the Do£lors of 
the SwJ)onsur^yi\}^ (heir confultation thereuppn^ i% if 
a9 follpws. 

^ 4 
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fo ftrongly into our habit and humour,-^ * 
and fo wholly intent are we upon fatif-r 
fying the impatience of our concupif-r 
ccncc that way, — that nothing but the 
^rofs and more carnal parts of a compofi- 
tion wi|l go down : — ^The fubtle hints and 
fly communications of fcicnce fly oflF, like 

fpirits upwards, the heavy moral ef- 

capes downwards ; and both the one and 
the other are as much loft to the world, at 
if they were ft ill left in the bpttom of 
the ink-hprn. 

J wifli the male-reader has not pafs'd by 
niany a one, as quaint and curious as thi^ 
one, in which the female-reader has beei) 
detedted. I wifli it may have its effcfts ; 
-—and that all good people, both male 
and female, from her example, may b^ 
t;aught to think as well as read* 

Memoihb prefente ^ Mcflleurs les Doc-« 
teurs de Sojeibonnb^. 

TJN Chirurgim Accoucheur ^ reprefente 4 

Meffieurs les Dpffeurs de Sorbpnnc^ 

qu'ily a des cas, quoique trh rares, A un^ 

^ Vide Devenur, Parit Edit, 4to, I734» p* %^.• 
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pure neffauroit accoucber^ 6? mime ou Pen-r 

fant eft tellement renferme dans le fein de fa 

mere J qu'il ne fait faroitre aueune partie 

de fon corps ^ ce qui feroit un cas^fmvant les 

Rituelsy de lui conferery du moinsfous condi^ 

iioriy le bapteme. Le Chirurgieriy aui con-- 

fuUe^ pritendy par le my en £t^ne petite ca- 

nuUe, de pouvpir baptifer immediatement 

V enfant y fans faire aucun tort a la mere. 

II demand ft ce moyen, qu'il vient df 

fropofer^ eft per mis 6? legitime y 6? s'ilpeut 

fen fervir dans le cas qu'il vient d'expofer. 
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T Jp, Confeil eftime, que la queftion propofce 
fouffre de grandes difficult is. Les The- 
plogiens pofent d'un cot i pour principCy qufi 
le baptemcy qui eft une naifjance fpirituelle^ 
fuppofe une premiere naiffance i ilfaut itre 
ne dans h monde^ pour fenaitre en Jefiis 
Chrift, comme ils Penfeignent. S. Thomas, 
3 part, quseft. 88. artic. ii. fuit cette 
4o£irine comme une veriti conftante-, I* on 
^e feut^ dit ce Sj DoSleur^ baptifer /fi 
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enfans qui font renfermh dans le fein di 
leurs Meres y IS S. Thomas eftfondefur ce^ 
que lis enfans ne font point nes, &? ne peu*- 
vent tire comptis parmi les autres bommes j 
d^oti il concludy qu'ils ne peuvent itre l*objet 
iune a£lion exterieure, pour repevoir par 
feur fniniftire, les facremens niceffaires au 
falut: Pucri in matcrnis uteris cxiftcntcs 
nondiim prodierunt in luccm ut cum 
aliis hominibus vitam ducant; unde noif 
poffunt fubjici aftioni humanse, ut per 
eorum miniftcrium facramcnta rccipiant 
ad falutem. Les rituels ordonnent dans la 
pratique ce que les theologiens ont etablt fur 
les memes matieres, iS ils deffendetit tous 
iunt maniere uniforme, de baptifer les enfans 
qui font renfermh dan^ lefein de leurs meres ^ 
s'ils ne font paroitre quelque par tie de leurs 
corps. Le concours des theologiens^ 6? des 
rituels i qui font les regies des diocifeSiparoit 
former une autorite qui t ermine la queftion 
prefente\ cependant le confeil de confcience 
(onftderant d*un cote^ que le raifonnement des 
theologiens eft uniquement fonde fur une rat- 
fon de convenance, 6f que la deffenfe des ri- 
tuels fuppofe que I' on nepeut bapiifer immt^ 
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iiiAtement les enfans ainfi renfermes 4am k 
fein de leurs meres, ice qm eft con f re la fup^ 
pofitionfrefente\ & d'un autre cote, confide^ 
rant que les memes tbeolpgien^ enfeignent^ 
q$te Von feut rifquer les facremens que Jcfu^ 
Chrift a etablis comme des moyens faciksp 
mats nicejfaires pour fanSifier les hommes j 
fcf £aiUeurs eftimant, que les enfans renfer^ 
fnes dans le fein de leurs meres, pourroient 
itre capables defalut, parcequ' Us font capa-- 
hies dt damnation ; — pour ces confiderations^ 
fc? en egard a Pexpofe, fuivant lequel on af- 
Jure avoir trouveun moyen certain de baptifer 
ces enfans ainfi renfermes, fans fair e aucun 
tort a la mere, le Confeil eftime que I'onpour^ 
roitfefervir du moyen propofe, dans la con^ 
fiance qu'il a, que Dieu n'a point laijfe ces 
fortes d' enfans fans aucuns fecours, i^ fup- 
pofant, comme il eft expofe, que U moyen done 
il s'agit eft propre g, leur procurer le bap- 
teme-, cependant comme il s'agiroit, en auto-- 
rtfant la pratique prop^fee, de changer une 
regie univerfellement etablie, k Confeil croit 
fue ceUii qui confulle doit s'addrejfer a fon 
pveque, ^ a qui il appartient dejuger de 
fntitite^ & dfi danger du moyen propoje^ 6f 
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ccmmey fous le ton plaijir de I'ev^que, le cof$m 
fell ejiime qu!il faudroit recourir au Pape^ 
qui a le droit d'expliquer les regies de I'eglife^ 
fcf d'y diroger dans le cas^ ou la lot ne/fau-- 
roit obliger^ quelque fage 6f quelque utile 
que paroijfe la maniere de baptifer dont il 
s'agity le confeil ne pourroit V approuver fans 
le concours de ces deux autorites. On confeile 
au moins a celui qui confulte^ de s^addrejfer 
ifon eviquey 6? de luifaire part de la pre- 
fente dicijion, afin que, ft le prelat entre dans 
les raifons fur le f quelle s les doSleurs foujjignes 
s^appuyent^ il puiffe etre autorife dans le cas 
de neceffitiy ou il rifqueroit trop d'attendre 
que la permifjion fit demandee 6? accordee 
d^ employer le tnoyen qu'il propofeji avanta- 
geux aufalut de V enfant. Ju rejie^ le conr 
feily en eftimant que Von pourroit s^en fer- 
virj croit cependant^ quefi Us enfans dont il 
fagity venoient au monde^ contre Vefperance 
de ceux qui fe feroient fervis du mime moyen^ 
ilferoit neceffaire de les baptifer fous condi'- 
tion ; &? en cela le confeil fe conforme a tous 
les rituelsj qui en autorifant le baptime d^un 
enfant qui fait paroitre quelque partie de 
fon cprpSf enjpignent neantmoins, 6f cr4gnn 
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fiinf de le baptifer fous condition, jV/ vient 
heurmfement an monde. 

Delibere en Sorbonney le lo Avrily 1^33* 

A. Le Moyne. 
L. De RoMiGNr. 
De Marcilly^ 



Mr. Triftram Shandy*s conmpliments to 
MefTrs. Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De 
Marcilly ; hopes they all relied well the 
night after fo tirefome a confultation. 
—He begs to know, whether after the 
ceremony of marriage, and before that 
of confummation, the baptizing all the 
HoMUNCuLi at once, flapdafli, by injec- 
iion, would not be a ihorter and fafer cut 
ftill; on condition, as above. That if 
the HoMUNCULi do well, and come fafe 
into the world after this, that each and 
every of them ihall be baptized again 
(fous condition.) ■ ■ — And provided, in 
the fecond place. That the thing can be 
done, which Mr. Sbandy apprehends it 
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may, par le mcyen cTune petite tzniiWn^ 
and fans f aire aucun tort au perei 

CHAP. XXI. 

■ ■ ■ ■ I wonder what's all that noifei 
and running backwards and forwards for^ 
above ftairs> quoth my father, addrefling 
himfelf, after an hour and a halfs filence^ 
to my uncle ^oby^ — ^— who, you muft 
know, was fitting on the oppofite fide 
of the fire, fmoking his focial pipe all the 
time, in mute contemplation of a new 
pair of black plufh-breechcs which he 
had got on : — ^What can they be doing, 
brother? quoth my father, — we can fcarce 
hear ourfelVes talk. 

I think, replied my uncle ^objy taking 
his pipe from his mouth, and ftriking 
the head of it two or three times upon 
the nail of his left thumb, as he be- 
gan his fentence, 1 think, fays he 1 

—But to enter rightly into my uncle 
^oby'^ fentiments upon this matter, yoil 
muft be made to enter firft a little into 
his charafter, the out-lines of which I 
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Ihatl juft give you, and then the dialogue 
between him and my father will go on as 
well again. 

—Pray what was that man's name, — for 
I write in fuch a hurry, I have no time 

to recoUeft or look for it, who firft 

made the obfervation, " That there was 
great inconftancy in our air and climate ?'* 
Whoever he was, 'twas a juft and good 
obfervation in him* — But the corollary 
drawn from it, namely, " That it is this 
which has furnifhed us with fuch a vari- 
ety of odd and whimfical charafters i"— 
that was not his ; — it was found out by 
another man, at leaft a century and a 
half after him : — ^Then again, — that this 
copious ftorc-houfe of original materials, 
is the true and natural caufe that our Co- 
medies are i^ much better than thofe of 
France^ or any others that either have, 
or can be wrote upon the Continent :•— — 
that difcovery was not fully made tili 
about the middle of King William's reign, 
•^when the great Dryden, in writing one 
f«f bift lo0g prefaces, (if I miuftake not) 
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tnoft fortunately hit upon it. Indeed 
toward the latter end of queen jinne, the 
great Addijon began to patronize the na- 
tion, and more fully explained it to the 
world in one or two of his Speftators i — » 
but the difcovery was not his.— Then^ 
fourthly and laflly, that this ftrange irre- 
gularity in our climate^ producing fo 
ftrange an irregularity in our charadtcrS', 
——doth thereby, in fome fort, make lis 
amends, by giving us fomcwhat to make 
us merry with when the weather will not 
fuffer us to go out of doors, — that ob- 
fervation is my own \ — and was ftruck 
out by me this very rainy day, March 
a6, 1759, and betwixt the hours of nine 
and ten in the morning. 

Thus — thus, my fellow-labourers and 
aflbciates in this great harveft of our 
learning, now ripening before our qres 1 
thus it is, by (low fteps of cafual in- 
creaie, that our knowledge pbyfical, me- 
taphyiical, phyfiological, polemics^, nau- 
tical, mathematical, nsnigmatical, tech- 
nical^ biographical^ romantical^^chemicAly. 
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and obftetricalj with fifty other branches 
of it, (moft of 'em ending as thefe do, 
in teal) have for thefe two laft centuries 
and more, gradually been creeping up* 
wards towards that 'Ajc/aij of their per* 
fcdtions, from which, if we may form a 
conjedlure from the advances of thefe 
laft feven years, we cannot poflibly be 
far off. 

When that happens, it is to be hoped> 
it will put an end to all kind of writings 
whatfoever $ — the want of all kind of 
writing will put an end to all kind of 
reading; — and that in time, yii war be-- 
gets poverty ; poverty peacoy ■ muft, in 
courfe, put an end to all kind of know-* 

ledge,— and then we fhall have all 

to begin over again ; or, in other wordsj 
be exa£Uy where we ftarted. 

Happy ! thrice happy times ! I 
only wi(h that the aera of my begetting, 
as well as the mode and manner of it, 

had been a little alter'd, or that it 

could have been put off, with any con- 
venience to my father or mother, for 
Ibme twenty or five-and-twenty year* 

VOL. I, t 
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longer, when a man in the literary Woflfl 
might have ftood fbme chance. 

But I forget my uncle ' Toby^ whom all 
this while we have left knocking the aihe^ 
out of his tobacco-pipe. 

His humour was of that particular fpe* 
cics, which does honour to our atmo* 
fphere j and I (hould have made no fcru* 
pie of ranking him amongft one of the 
firft-rate produftions of it, had not there 
appeared too nrKiny ftrong lines in it of a 
family- likenefs, which fhewed that he de- 
rived the Angularity of his temper more 
from Wood, than either wind or water^ 
or any modifications or combinations of 
them whatever : And I have, therefore^ 
oft-times wondered, that my father, tho' 
I believe he had his reafons for it> upon 
his obfcrving Ibme tokens of eccentricity, 
in my courfe> when I was a boy,— -fhould 
never once endeavour to account for them 
in this way ; for all the Shandy Family 
were of an original charafter throughout: 
■ ■ ■ I mean the males,— the females had 
no charaftcr at all, — except, indeed, my 
great, aunt Dinah, who, about fixty years 
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ttgDi Wa!s married and got with child by 
the thzchtnmy fof i^hich my fathel*, ac- 
(tording to his hypothefis of chtiftiah 
hames, would often fay, She might thank 
her godfathers and godmothers* 

It will feem very ftrange^ — =- ahd t 
would as foon think of dropping a riddle 
in the reader*s way^ which is not my in- 
fereft td * do, as fet him upoA guefflhg 
how it tould come to pafs, that intytttt 
ofthiikind, fo many years ^fterithad 
happeiretf, fhouM be referred for the in- 
terruptKn ofthe peace and unity, which 
otherwife fo cordially fubfifted, between 
iiiy fafhtr jlnd my uncle Toby. One would 
have thought, that the whole' force of 
the iriiifbrttrftre fhould have fpent and 
wafted itftlf In the family at firft, — as h 
generally the cafe. -^ But nothing evet 
Wrought with Our family aftw the ordi* 
nary way. ■ I'offlbly at the very time this 
happened, it might have fomcthmg elfe 
to afflict h ; atld a§ afAiftions are Tent 
down for our good, acnd that aft this had 
never done the Shandt Family any 

good at zti^ it might lie waiting till ^t 

I 2 
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times and circumftances fhould give ic 
an opportunity to difcharge its office* 
— — Obfcrvc, I determine nothing upon 
this^'— — My way is ever to point out to 
the curious^ different traAs of inveftiga^ 
cion^ to come at the iiril fprings of the 
events I tell; — not with a pedantic Fefcue^ 
-—or in the decilive manner of Tacitus^ 
who outwits himfelf and his reader ;— * 
but with the officious humility of a heart 
devoted to the affiftance merely of the 
inquifitivc i— to them I write,— --•and by 
them I fhall be read, -— if any fuch 
reading as this could be fuppoled to hold 
out fo long, — to the very end of the 
world. 

: Why this caufe of forrow, therefore, 
was thus referved for my father and un-» 
cle, is undetermined by me. But how 
and in what direAion it exerted itfelf fo 
as to become the caufe of diflatisfadtion 
between them, after it began to operate, 
is what I am able to explain with great 
exadlnefs, and is as follows : 

My uncle Toby Shandy, Madam, 
was a gentleman, who, with the virtues 
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which ufually conftitute the charafter of 

a man of honour and rcftitude, poC- 

fefled one in a wiy eminent degree, 
which is feldom cr never put into jhe 
catalogue i and :;i^i was a rhoft extreme 
and unparalleled modofty of nature -, 
though I cprreft the word nature, for 
this rcafon, that I may not prejudge a 
point which muft fhortly come to a hear- 
ing, and that is. Whether this modefly* 
of his was naturd or acquired, — — 
Whichever way my uncle Toby came by 
it, *twas nevetthelefs modefty in the trueft 
fenfe of it -, and that is, Madam, not in 
regard to words, for he was fo unhappy 
as to have very littie choice }n them,— 
but to things ; and this kind of mo- 
defty fo pofTefTed him, and it arofe to 
fuch a height in him, as almoft to equal, 
if fuch a thing could be, even the mo- 
defty of a woman ; That female nicety. 
Madam, and inward cleanlinefs of mind 
and fancy, in your fcx, which makes you 
ib much the awe of ours» 

You will imagine. Madam, that my 
uncle Toij had contraded all this from 

13 
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this very fource ; — that he had fpcnt 4 
great part of hU time in convcrfe with 
your fexi and that from a thorough 
knowledge of you^ and the force of imi- 
tation which fuch fair examples render 
irrefiftiblc, — he had acquired this amia- 
ble turn of mind, 

I wiJh I could fay fo, — for unlcfs it 
was with his fifter-in-law> my father's 
wife and my mother— —my uncle Toby 
fcarce exchanged three words with the 

fcx in as many years ; no, he got it, 

Madam> by a blow,— ^A. blow!— Yes, 
Madam, it was owing to a blow from a 
ftone, broke off by a ball from) the para- 
pet of a horn-work at the fiege of Na- 
mur, which ftruck full upop. my uncle 
Toly'^ groin. — Which way could that ef- 
fcft it ? The ftory of that, Madam, is 
long and interefting ; — but ,it would be 
running niy hiflory ajl'upon heaps to 
give it you here.'— ^^Tis for an epifode 
hereafter ; and every circumftancc relat- 
ing to it, in its proper place, fhall be 
faithfully laid before you :— Till then, it 
is not in my power to give farther light 
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iflto this matter, or fay more than what 

I have faid already, ^That my uncle 

^oiy was a gentleman of unparalleled 
fnodefty, which happening to be foi|ic>- 
^hat fubtilized and rarified by the con- 
ftant heat of a little family pride, ■ 
they both fo wrought together within 
him, that he could never bear to hear 
the affair of my aunt Dinah touch'd up- 
on, but with the greateft emotion.—^ 
The kail hint of it wa3 enough to make 
the blood fly into his face i — but when 
my father enlarged upon the ftory in 
mixed companies, which th^ illuflr^tion 
of his hypothefis frccjuently obliged him 
to do, — the unfortunate blight of one 
of the faireft braiiches of the family, 
. would fet my uncle Tciy'^ honour and 
modefly o'bleeding ; and he would often 
take my father afide, in the greateft con- 
cern imaginable, to expoftulate and tell 
him» he would give him any thing in the 
world, only to let the ftory reft. 

My father, I believe, had the trueft 
love and tendernefs for my uncle Toiy, 
that ever one brother bore towards ano^ 

J4 
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ther, and would have done any thing in 
nature^ which one brother in reafon could 
have deiir'd of another, to have made 
my uncle TV^'s heart eafy in this, or 
any other point. But this lay out of his 
power. 

^' My father, as I told you, was a 
philofopher in grain, — fpeculativc, — fyf- 
tematical i — and my aunt Dinah's affair 
was a matter of as much confequence to 
him, as the retrogradation of the planets 
to Copernicus : —The backflidings of Fe- 
nus in her orbit fortified the Copernican 
fyftem, called fo after his name ; and the 
backflidings of my aunt Dinah in her or- 
bit, did the fame fervice in eftabliihing 
my father's fyftem, which, I truft, will 
for ever hereafter be called the Shandean 
Syftem^ after his. 

In any other family diflionour, my fa- 
ther, 1 believe, had as nice a' fcnfe of 
fhame as any man whatever ;^- — and nei- 
ther he, nor, I dare fay, Copernicus ^ would 
have divulged the affair in either caf^, 
or have taken the leaft notice of it to 
the worldj but for the obligations they 
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owed^ as they thought, to truth. — Amicus 
PlatOj my father would fay, conftruing 
the words to my uncle Tobjy as he went 
along, Amicus Plato ; that is, Dinah was 
my aunt ; — y^i magis arnica veritas'"^-^ 
but Truth is my fifter. 

This contrariety of humours betwixt 
my father and my uncle, was the fourcc 
of many a fraternal fquabble. The one 
could not bear to hear the tale of family 
difgrace recorded, -— — and the other 
would fcarce ever let a day pafs to an 
end without fome hint at it. 

For God's fake, my uncle Toby would 

cry, and for my fake, and for all our 

fakes, my dear brother Shandy ^^^60 let 
this ftory of our aunt*s and her afhes fleep 

in peace ; how can you,— —how can 

you have fo little feeling and compaflion 
for the character of our family ? 
What is the charader of a family to an 
hypothefis ? my father wquld reply.—— 
Nay, if you come to that — ^what is the 
life of a family ?— The life of a family I 
—my uncle Toby would fay, throwing 
himfelf back in bis arm chair> and lift« 



122 THE LIFE AND OPINION$ 

ing Up his hands^ his eyes> and one leg« 

——Yes, the life, my father would 

fay, maintaining his point. How many 
thoufands of 'em are there every year that 
come caft away, (in all civilized coun- 
tries at leaft) and confidered as no- 
thing but common air, in competition 
of an hypothefis. In my plain fenfe of 
things, my uncle Toby would anf wer, ' 
every fuch inftance is downright Mur- 
p:pR, let who will commit it,— — There 
lies your miftake, my father would re- 
ply ; for, in Foro Scienti^e there is no 

fuch thing as Murder, » 'tis only 
Peath, brothen 

My uncle Toiy would never offer to 
anfwer this by any other kind of argu- 
ment, than that of whiftling half a dozen 
bars of Zi/ilp^^//^^,.— -You muft know 
it was the ufual channel thro' which his 
paflions got vent, when any thing (hock- 
ed or furpri^ed him ; but efpecially 

when any thing, which he deem'd very 
abfurd, was offered. 

As not one of our logical writers, nor 
any of the commentators upon them> 
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that I remember, have thought proper 
to give a name to this particular fpecies 
of argument, — I here take the liberty to 
do it myfelf, for two reafons. Firft, That, 
in order to prevent all confufion in dif- 
putes, it may iland as much diftinguiihed 
for ever, from every other fpecies of ar-- 
gumcn t as the Argumentum ad Ve- 

recundiafHy ^x Ahfurdo^ ex Fortioriy or any 

other argument whatfoever ; ^And, fc- 

condly. That it may be faid by my chil- 
dren's children, wh.en my head is laid to 

reft, that their learn'd grandfather's 

head had been bufied to as much pur« 
pofe once, as other people's ;— That he 
had invented a name, — ajid gcneroufly 
thrown it into the Treasury of the Ars 
Logica, for one of the moft unanfwerable 
arguments in the whole fcience. And, if 
the end of difputation is more to lilence 
than convince, — they may add, if they 
pleafe, to one of the beft arguments toa« 
I do therefore, by thcfe prefents, ftriftly 
order and command. That it be known 
land diftinguiihed by the name and title 
of the Argmimtm F^uktmum, and no 
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Other i — and that it rank hereafter with 
the Argumentum Baculinum^ and the Ar- 
gumentum ad Crumenam, and for ever 
hereafter be treated of in the fame chap-* 
ter. 

As for the Argument urn Tripodium, which 
is never ufed but by the woman againft 
the man j — and the Argumentum ad Rem, 
which, contrarywife, is made ufe of by 
the man only againfl the woman ^ — 
As thefe two are enough in confciencc 
for one lefture ; — — and, moreover, as 
the one is the bell anfwer to the other, — 
let them likewife be kept apart, and be 
treated of in a place by themfelves. 

CHAP. xxn. 

TH E learned Biihop Hall, I mean 
the famous Dr. Jofepb Hall, who 
was Bifhop of Exeler in King James the 
Firft's reign, tells us in one of his Decads, 
at the end of his divine art of meditation^ 
imprinted at London, in the year 1610, 
hy J obnBeal, dwelling in Alder fgate-fireet, 
" That it is an abominable thing for a 
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man to commend himfclf i" and I 

really think it is fo. 

And yet, on the other hand, when a 
thing is executed in a maflerly kind of a 
fafliion, which thing is not likely to be 
found out i — I think it is full as abomi- 
nable, that a man fhould lofe the honour 
of it, and go out of the world with the 
conceit of it rotting in his head. 

This is precifely my fituation. 

For in this long digrefTion which I was 
accidentally led into, as in all my digref- 
Cons (one only excepted) there is a maf- 
ter-ftroke of digreffive (kill, the merit of 
which has all along, I fear, been over- 
looked by my reader, — not for want of 
penetration in him, — but becaufe 'tis an 
excellence feldom looked for, or expeft- 
ed indped, in a digrefTion ; — and it is 
this: That tho* my digreflions are all 
fair, as you obfcrvcj-^and that I fly off 
from what I am about, as far, and as of- 
ten too, as any writer in Grea^ Britain ; 
yet I conftantly take care to order afl^airs 
ib, that my main bufinefs does not ftand 
ftill in my abfence. 
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I was juft going, for example, to haVe 
given you the great oiit-Iincs of my un* 
cle Toiy's moft whimfical charafterj— 
when my aunt Dinah and the coachman 
came acrofs us, and led us a vagary fome 
millions of miles into the very heart of 
the planetary fiftcm : Notwithftanding 
all this, you perceive that the drawing 
of my uncle Toby's charafter Went oil 
gently all the time ; — not the great con- 
tours of it,— 'that was impoffible, — but 
feme familiar flrokes and faint defigna- 
tions of it, were here and there touch'd 
on, as we went along, fo that you arrf 
much better acquainted with my uncle 
Toby now than you was before. 

By this contrivance the machinery of 
my work is of a fpecies by itfelf i twd 
contrary motions are introduced into itj 
and reconciled, which were thought to hi 
at variance with each other. In a word, 
my work is digreffivc, and it is progrefc 
five too,— and at the fame time. 

This, Sir, is a very diflferent ftory 
from that of the earth's moving round 
her axis, in her diurnal rotation, with her 
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her progrefs in her elliptick orbit which 
brings about the year, and conilitutcs 
that variety and viciflitude of feafons we 
enjoy i — though I own it fuggefted the 
thought,— as I believe the greatcft of 
our boafted improvements and difcove- 
ries have come from fuch trifling hints. 

Digrcflions, inconteftably, are the fun- 
fhinc j— — they are the life, the foul of 
reading !—rtake them out of this book^ 
for inftanc^ — ^you might as well take 
the book ^ along with themj — one cold 
eternal winter would reign in every page 
of it ; reftorc them to the writer 5— he 
fteps forth like a bridegroom, — bids All- 
hail ; brings in variety, and forbids the 
appetite to fail. 

All the dexterity is in the good cook- 
ery and management of them, fo as to be 
not only for the advantage of the reader^ 
but alfo of the author, whofe diilreis, in 
this matter, is truly pitiable : For, if he 
begins a digreffion, — from that moment, 
I obferve, his whole work ftands ftock 
ftUl i -~and if he goes on with his main 



128 THB LIFB AND OPINIONS 

work,~-then there is an end of his di-* 
greflion. 

——This is vile work. — For which 
reafon^ from the beginning of this, you 
fee, I have conftru£ted the main work 
and the adventitious parts of it with fuch 
interfeftionsy and have fo complicated 
and involved the digrelfive and progref- 
five movements^ one wheel within ano- 
ther> that the whole machine^ in general, 
has been kept a-going i — and^ what's 
more^ it fhall be kept a-going thefe forty 
years, if it pleafes the fountain of health 
to blefs me fo long with life and good 
(pints. 

CHAP, xxiir. 

I Have a ftrong propenfity in me to be- 
gin this chapter very nonfenfically^ 
.and I will not baulk my fancy.— -Accord- 
ingly I fet off thus : 

If the fixure of Momus^s glafs in the 
human breaft» according to the propofed 
emendation of that arch-critick> had ta« 
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ken place,— —firft. This foolifh confc- 
qucnce would certainly have followed,-— 
Iriiat the very wifcft and very graveft of us 
all, in one coin or other, mull have paid 
1«rindow-money every day of our lives. 

And, fecondly. That had the faid glafs 
been there fet up, nothing more would 
have been wanting, in order to have ta- 
ken a man's chara<5ber, but to have taken 
a chair and gone foftly, as you would to 
a dioptrical bee-hive, and look'd in,— 
vicw'd the foul ftark naked ; —obferved 
ail her motions,— her machinations ) — 
traced all her maggots from their firfi: 
engendering to their crawling forth ;— 
Watched her loofe in her frifks, her gam* 
bols, her capricios j and after fbme no- 
tice of her more folemn deportment, 
confequent upon fuch friiks> 6?c. ■ ■ 
then taken your pen and ink and let 
down nothing but what you had feen, 
and could have fworn to :-— But this is an 
advantage not to be had by the biogra- 
pher in this planet ; — in the planet Mrr- 
atry (belike) it may be fo, if not better 
ftill for himi— — for there the intcnfc 

VOLt I. K 
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heat of the country^ which is proved bf 
computators^ from its vicinity to t;hc fun, 
to be more than equal to that of red- 
hot iron, — mufti I think, long ago have 
vitrified the bodies of the inhabitants^ 
(as the efficient caiife) to (bit them for 
the climate (which is the final caafe ;) 
fo that betwixt them bothy all the tene- 
ments of their foulsj from top to bot- 
tom, may be nothing elfe, for aught the 
foundcft phildfophy can fliew to the con- 
trary^ but one fine tranfparent body of 
clear gliafs (bating the umbilical knot ;) 
— ^fo that, till the inhabitants grow old 
and tolerably wrinkled, whereby the rays 
of light, in paffing through tbem^ be- 
come fo monftroufly rcfraftcd/^-— or re- 
turn refleded from their furfaces in fuch 
tranfverfe lines to the eye, that a man 
cannot be feen through ; — his foul might 
as welli unlefs for mere ceremony, or the 
trifling advantage which the umbilical 
point gave her,— might, upon all other 
.accounts, I fay, as well play the fool 
Ottt e'doors as in her own houfe. 

jBat tt^is, as i faid above, is not the 
cafe of the inhabitants of this earth ;<— 
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6bi^ minds fliine hot through the body, 
but arc wrapt up here in a dark covering 
of uncryftalized flelh arid blood; fo that, 
if wc would come to the fpecific charac- 
ters 6f them, we muft go fome other 
way to work. 

Many, in good truth, are the ways, 
which human wit has been forced to take, 
to do this thing with exadtnefs. 

Some, for inftance, draw all their cha- 
raftefs with wind-inftruments.— ^/rj^i7 
takes notice of that way in the affair of 
Did^ and jEneas j— but it is as fallacious 
as the breath of fame 5. — and, moreover, 
befpeaks a narrow genius. I am not ig- 
norant that the Italians pretend to a ma- 
thematical exadtnefs in their defignations 
of one particular fort of charaftcr among 
them, from the forte or piano of a certain 
wind-inftrument they ufe, — ^which they 
fay is infallible. — I dare not mention the 
narrte of the inftrument in this place j— 
^tis fufficient wc have it amongft us,— 
but never think of making a drawing by 
it;«-this is ^enigmatical, and intended 
CO be fo, at Icaft, ad pifulum:^^ Axid 

K a 
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therefore^ I beg, Madam^^when ymx^cowfi 
here, that you read on as fait as; you can, 

and never (top to make any inquiry ^bout 

• 

It. -.rJ .<>l|.i- 

There are others again, who wiH^dxaw 
a man's charadler from no other he]p$( ju 
the worldy but merely from his evacwar 
tions ; — but this often gives a very incorr 
reft outline, — unlefs, indeed, you take a 
fkctch of his repletions too j and by cor*^ 
refting one drawing from the other, 
compound one good figure out of them 
both. ^^ 

I ihould have no objeftion to this me- 
thod^ but that I think it muft fmelltoo 
ftrong of the lamp,*-and be rendered ^flsill 
more operofe, by forcing you to have an 
eye to the reft of his Non-naturals^" 
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>Vhy the moft natural adions of a man's 
life (hould be called his Non-^naturdsy-*- 
is another queftion. 

There are others, fourthly, who difiiiain 
every one of thefe expedients j-^— not &qm 
any fertility of their own, but from thavai- 
rious ways of doing it, which theyihave 
borrowed from the honourable dtvites 
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which the Pentagraphic Brethren * of 
jhe* bruih hatve fliewn in taking copies. 
***<-Thcfe, you mull know, are your great 
hiftorians. 

• Onfe of thcfe you will fee drawing ft 
fiiU-length charafter againfi the light i-^ 
that's*nlliberal, — dilhoneft, — and hard 
upon the charadter of the n^an who fits. 
Others, to mend the matter, will make 
a drawing of you in the Camera ;— 'that 
is moll unfair of all,— becaufe, there you 
an fure to be reprefented in fome of your 
mofl ridiculous attitudes. 

-To avoid all and every one of thefc 
nrors in giving you my uncle Toby's cha- 
faiSler, I am determined to draw it by no 
mechanical help whatever ; nor (hall 
my pencil be guided by any one wind- 
inftrument which ever was blown upon, 
ctther on this, or on the other fide of 
the Alps ;-^nor will I confidcr either his 
repletions or his difcharges,— or touch 
\]pon his Non- naturals j — but, in a word, 
I will draw my uncle Toky^ charader 
from iiii Hobby-Horse. 

' * ^ Ptntagrapb, im inftninMiit ta,09py,Pnnt>,a^4^R*» 
V^tt% DQechanicallyy and in any proportion, 

K3 
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CHAP. XXIV. ^' ' 



•.s%: 



IF I was not morally fure that i the. 
reader muft be out of all patience^or 
my uncle Toiy's charafter,— — I would 
here previoufly have convinced him that 
there is no inftrument fo fit to dsaw 
fuch a thing with, as that which I have 
pitched upon. 

A man and his Hobby^Horse, tho' I 
cannot fay that they a6b and re*-a£i: exr* 
a£tly after the fame manner in which the 
foul and body do upon each other : Yet 
doubtlefs there is a communication be- 
tween them of fome kind; and my 
opinion rather is, that there is fome* 
thing in it more of the manner o{ dec-* 
trifled bodies, — and that, by means of the 
heated parts of the rider, which come 
immediately into contadi: with the back 
of the HoBBY-HoRSE,— by long jour- 
nies and much fri6tion, it fo happensj 
that the body of the rider is at length 
fiird as full of HoBBY-HoRsxcAL mat^ 
ter as it can hold i -^-^^fo that if you are 
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able to give but a clear dcfcription of 
the nature of. thf one, ypu may form a 
pretty exaft notion of the genius and 
chara&er of the other. 

'?^ow the HoBBY-HoR&JB which mj^ 
ynck Tjoiy always rode upon, was in my 
opinioQ an Hobby-Horse well worth 
giving a defcription of, if it was only 
upon the fcore of his great fmgularityi 
for you might have travelled from Tork 
to jD^wr,—— from X>over to Penzance 
in Cornwall^ and from Penzance to Xcri 
back again, aad not have ieen fuch an- 
odier upon the road ; or if you had fccn 
fuch a one, whatever hafte you had been 
«>A9 you muft infallibly have ftopp'd to 
bave taken a view of him. Indeed; ;he 
" gait and figure of him w^ fo flrange» 
and fo utterly unlike was he, from his 
;head to his tail^ to any fme of the whole 
^cies, that it was now and then made 
a matter of difpute,—— whether he was 
really a Hob3y* Horse or no; But a$ 
ciie Philofopher would uie no other ar- 
gument to the Sceptic^ who difputed 
mdi .him agaiAil; the reality of .i¥U)tj<^^ 
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walking acrofs the room i^^fo wouM iftafr { 
uncle T^ly ufe no other argufncntl to 
prove hi$ HoBBY^HoRsi was a HoiBT^r 
HoRS£ indeed, but by getting upon his 
back and riding him about ; —^eavsiig^' 
the world, after that, to determine . the 
point as it thought fit. 

In good truth, my uncle Toiy mduiit* 
ed him with fo much pleafure, and he 
carried my uncle Toby fo well,-— ^at 
he troubled his head very little with 
what the world either faid or thought' 
about it. 

It is now high time, however, that I 
give you a dcfcription of him:— But to 
go on regularly, I only beg you will 
give me leave to acquaint you firft, how 
my uncle Toly came by him, 

CHAP. XXV. 

THE wound in my uncle Tciy^ 
groin, which he received at the 
Citg^ i>( Namur, rendering him unfit for 
th^kvtvpt^ it was thought expedient he:' 



4hmld ntutti to Eftglandy in ofd^f, if 
poffiftifei to be fer to rights, 

"."He was four years totally confined,-— 
partrcf it to his bed, and all of it to his 
rooin: and in the courfe of his cur^, 
-which was all that time in hand, fuffer'd 
tinipeaksable nniferies,— -owing to a fuc* 
ccflion of exfoliations from the cs pubis, 
and the outward edge of that part of the 
copcendix called the os illiumy ——- both 
which bones were difmally cnifh'd, at 
much by the irregularity of the ftone, 
which I told you was broke off the para- 
pet, — as by its fize, — (tho* it was pretty 
l^rge) which inclined the furgeon all 
along to think, that the great injury which 
it 'had done my uncle Tobfs groin, was 
more owing to the gravity of the ftone 
itfelf, than to the projeftile force of it,— 
which he would often tell him was a 
great happinefs. 

My father at that time was juft begin- 
ning bufinefs in Londotiy and had tak^h a 
houfe;— and as the trueft friendfhip anfl 
cordiality fubfifted between the tWo bro- 
thers^^^i'^id that my father thought my 
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uncle Toiy could no where be fo well 
nurfed and taken care of as in Ki( owa 
houfe,— ' — he afllgn'd him the very beft 
apartment in it.— And what was a tnwh 
more fincere mark of his afieftions ftill, 
he would never fuffer a friend or an ac- 
quaintance to ftep into the houfe on any 
occafion, but he would take him by the 
hand, and lead him up ftairs to fee his 
brother Toly, and chat an hour by his 
bcd-fide. 

The hiftory of a foldier's wound be- 
guiles the pain of it j — my uncle's rifi- 
tors at Icaft thought fo, and in their 
daily calls upon him, from the court^ 
arifing out of that belief, they would 
frequently turn the difcourfc to that 
fubjeft,— and from that fubjeiSt the di£- 
courfe would generally roll on to the 
jTiege itfelf, 

Thefe convcrfatlons were ^ infinitely 
kind ; and my uncle Tol^y received great 
relief from them, and would have k- 
ceived much more^ but that they broupxt 
him into fome unforefeen perplcxitiefij 
whichi fwthree mondis cogethei:»rctaj::d- 
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I am of ib nice aad fngniar ^ jumnai;, 

that if I tfaougsc ?^s 

the ka£k judgmcx cc 

tiire to yoiirfcif^ cc vies: 

in the next page,— I ^voui 

of my book. 

CHAP, xrvi. 




I Have begun a 
that I might ha^c fooai rrrEii tx> 
explain the nature of the 
which mf uncle 7V^ 
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the many difcourfes and interrb^itittitt 
about the fiege of Natnuvy where 'her re- 
ceived his wound. " " 

I muft remind the reader, in Caft'he 
has read the hiftory of King WiWaff^^s 
wars, — but if he has not,— I then inform 
him, that one of the mod memorable at- 
tacks in that fiege, was that which was 
made by the Englijh and Dutch upon the 
point of the advanced counterfcarp, be- 
tween the gate of 5/. Nicolasy which in- 
clofed the great fluice or water-ftop, 
where the Englijh were terribly expofed to 
the (hot of the counter-guard and derni- 
baftion of 5/. Roch : The iflue of which 
hot difpute, in three words, was thisj 
That the Dutch lodged themfelves upon 
the counter-guard, — and that the Englijfh 
made themfelves matters of the covered- 
way before St. Nicolas-gSLtCy notwith- 
(landing th^ gallantry of the French offi- 
cers, who expofed themfelves upon the 
glacis fword in hand. '^' 

As this was the principal attack of 
which my uncle Toky was an eyc-witneft 
at iViMw^r,— ~the army of the befiegers 
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beiflig cut. affi by the confluence of tl\e 
Afca,and Sainhe,.(rom feeing much of 

each other's operations, my, uncle 

Toiy was generally more eloquent and 
particular in his account of it -, and the 
many perplexities he was in, arofe out of 
the ^/Tioft infurmountable difficulties he 
found in telling his ftory intelligibly, and 
giving fuch clear ideas of the differences 
and diftinftions between the fcarp and 
counterfcarp, •— the glacis and covered- 
way, — the half-moon and ravelin, — as 
to make his company fully comprehend 
where and what he was about. 

Writers themfelves are too apt to con- 
found thefe terms ; fo that you will the 
lefs wonder, if in his endeavours to ex- 
plain them, and in oppofition to many 
mifconceptions, that my uncle Toly did 
oft-times puzzle his vifitors, and fome- 
times himfclf too* 

To fpeak the truth, unlefs the compa- 
ny my father led up ftairs were tolerably 
clear-headed, or my uncle Tohy was in 
one of his explanatory moods, 'twas 
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a diffict)lt thing, do what he tfd/didi t6 
keep the difcourfe free from bblbufrityj* 

What rendered the account of this kA 
fair the more intricate to my uncte Tl!>iy, 
was this, — that in the attack of th^ dSmn'- 
terfcarp, before the gate of St. NiMas, 
extending itfelf from the bank df tfee 
Maes, quite up to the great wsltcr-ftdp^ 
—the ground was cut and crofs cut! With 
foch a multitude of dykcs> dntins, riyti** 
lets, and fluiccs, on all fides, -^ iiid lie 
would get fo fadly bewildered, and let 
faft amongft them, that frequently he 
could neither get backwards or forwards 
to favc his life j and was oft-times obliged 
to give up the attack upon that very Ac- 
count only. 

Thefe perplexing rebufR gave niy trti- 
cle Tofy Shandy more perturbations thah 
you would imagine : and as my fatKA^ 
kindnefs to him was continuallydri^- 
ging up frefh friends and frefh enquiii 
crs, r— ^ he had but a very xlneaify Talk 
of It. ■ ■■"- • - 

* Wo dotibt my tindc To^'lie^ 'gVcat 



cpttv^lf^d pf hii»felf>r-and . cwld,gii^rd 
appc;»??n«s,, I belijeye, as well ap ^ofl: 
nacaj^-nyct any one. may imagine^ .that 
whcfi h^ could npt retreat out of t)ie ra^ 
y<jl^ without getting into the half-moont 
pr . get out of the covered- way without 
filing down the counterfcarp^ nor crofs 
the dyke without danger of flipping in- 
to the ditchj but that he mufl have fretted 
and fumed inwardly : — He did fo j — and 
thc: little and hourly vexations, which 
inay feem trifling and of no account to 
the man who has not read Hippocrates, 
yet, whoever has read Hippocrates ^ or Dr* 
Jamo Mackenzie, and has confldered well 
tl^ cflFeAs which the paflTions and affec- 
tions of the mind have upon the digef- 
tion— (Why not of a wound as well as 
of A dinner ?) — may eafily conceive what 
fiOjCp paroxyfms and exacerbations of his 
wound my uncle Toby muft have under- 
gone upon that fcore only. 
;, —-My uncle. Toiy could not philofo- 
phize upon it ; -*- 'twas enough he felt 
it was fo>— and having fufl:aine4 |the pain 
and forraws of it for three months toge- 



144 '^HE LIFE AND OPINION J 

thcr, he was refolved fomc way or otfief 
CO extricate himfelf. 

He was one morning lying upon fiis 
back in his bed> the anguifh and nature 
of the wound upon his groin fuffering 
him to lie in no other poiition^ when a 
thought came into his head, that if he 
could purchafe fuch a thing, and have it 
pafted down upon a board, as a large 
map of the fortification of the town and 
citadel of Namuvy with its environs, ic 
might be a means of giving him cafe*— • 
I take notice of his defire to have the en- 
virons along with the town and citadel^ 
for this reafon,— becaufe my uncle T^oby^s 
wound was got in one of the traverfes, 
about thirty toifes from the returning 
angle of the trench, oppofite to the fa- 
lient angle of the demi-baftion of St. 
Koch : — — fo that he was pretty confi- 
dent he could flick a pin upon the iden- 
tical fpot of ground where he was Hand- 
ing on when the ftone ftruck him. 

All this fucceeded to his wilhcs, and 
not only freed him from a world of fad 
explanations, but, in the end> it proved 
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the happy means, as you will read, of 
procuring my uncle Toby his Hobby- 

HORSE* 

CHAP. XXVit. 

THERE is nothing fo foolifh, wheii 
you are at the expence of making 
an entertainment of this kind^ as to or- 
der things fo badly, as to let your cri- 
ticks and gentry of refined tafte run it 
down : Nor is there any thing fo likely 
to make them do it, as that of leaving 
them out of the party, or, what is full as 
offenfivCi of beftowing your attention up- 
on the reft of your guefts in fo particu- 
lar a way, as if there was no fuch thing 
as a critick (by occupation) at table. 

1 guard againft both j for, in the 

firft placcj I have left half a dozen pla- 
ces purpofely open for them; — and in 
the next place, I pay them all court. — 
Gentlemen, I kifs your hands, I proteft 
no company could give me half the plea- 
fure,— by my foul I am glad to fee you 
-• ^I beg only you will make no 

VOL. I* L 
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ftrangcrs of yotirfelves,but fit down with- 
out any ceremony, and fall on heartily. 

I faid I had left fix places, and I was 
upon the point of carrying my com- 
plaifance fo far, as to have left a feventh 
open for them, — and in this very fpot I 
ftand on ; but being told by a Critick, 
(tho* not by occupation, — t but by na- 
ture) that I had acquitted myfelf wdl 
enough, I fhall fill it up direftly, hop- 
ing, in the mean time, that I fhall be 
able to make a great deal of more room 
next year. 

How, in the name of wonder ! 

could your uncle Toby, who, it feems, 
was a military man, and whom you have 
reprefented as no fool, be at the fame 
time fuch a confufed, pudding-headed, 
muddle-headed, fellow, as — Go look. 

So, Sir Critick, I could have replied ; 
but I fcorn it. — 'Tis language unurbane, 
—and only befitting the man who can- 
not give clear and fatisfaftory accounts 
of things, or dive deep enough into the 
firft caufes of human ignorance and con- 
fufion. It is moreover the reply valiant 
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therefore I rejedk it: for tha' it 
might have fuited my uncle Tdiy's cha- 
raftcr ai a fbldier excellently welli — and 
had he not accuftomed himfelf, in fuch 
attacks, to whlftle the LillabulUrOy as he 
wanted no courage, *tis the very anfwcr 
he would have given ; yet it would by 
no means have done for me* You fee 
as plain as can be, that I write as a man 
of erudition ^ — that even my fimilies^ my 
allufioos, my iUuftrations, my meta-^ 
phors, are erudite>— and that I muft fuf* 
tain my charafter properly, and contraft 
it properly too,— ^Ife what would be- 
come of me ? Why, Sir, I jQiould be un- 
done ^*~at this very moment that I am 
going here to fill up one place againft a 
critick>— *I ibould have made an opening 
for a couple« 

Therefore I anfwer thus : 

Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you 
have ever read, did you ever read fuch a 
book as Locke's EiTay upon the Human 
Underftanding ? ■■ Don't anfwer mc 
raflily, — bccaufe many, I know, quote 
the bookj who have not read it— -and 

L 2 
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many have read it who underftand it 
not: — If cither of thefe is yquf cafe, as 
I write to inftruft, I will tell you in three 
words what the book is. — It is a hiftory. 
— A hiftory ! of who ? .what ? where ? 

when ? Don't hurry yourfelf It h a 

hiftory-book, Sir, (which may poffibly 
recommend it to the world) of what pafT- 
es in a man's own mind j and if you will 
fay fo much of the book, and no more, 
believe me, you will cut no contemptible 
figure in a metaphyfick circle. 

But this by the way. 

Now if you will venture to go along 
with me, and look down into the bot- 
tom of this matter, it will be found that 
the caufe of obfcurity and confufion, in 
the mind of a man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the firft place. 
Secondly, flight and tranfient impreflions 
made by the objefts, when the faid organs 
are not dull. And thirdly, a memory 
like unto a fieve, not able to retain what 
it has received. — Call down Dolly your 
chamber- maid, and I will give you my 
cap and bell along with it, if I make not 
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this matter fo plain that Dolly herfelf 
fhould underftand it as well as Malbranch. 
When Dolly has indited her epiftle 
to Robin, and has thruft her arm into 
the bottom of her pocket hanging by 
her right /idej — take that opportunity 
to recoUedt that the organs and faculties 
of perception can, by nothing • in this 
world, be fo aptly typified and explained 
as by that ope thing which Dolly's hand 
is in fearch of. — Your organs are not fo 
dull that I fhould inform you, — ^tis an 
inch. Sir, of red feal-wax. 

When this is melted and dropped 
upon the letter, if Dolly fumbles too 
long for her thimble, till the wax is over 
hardened, it will not receive the mark 
of her thimble from the ufual impulfe 
which was wont to imprint it. Very 
well. If Dolly -s wax, for want of better, 
is beesrwax, or of a temper too foft,— 
tho* it may receive, — rit will not hold the 
impreflion, how hard foever Dolly thrufts 
againft it ; and laft of all, fuppofing the 
wax good, and eke the thimble, but ap- 
plied thereto in carelefs hafte, as hep 

^3 
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Miftrcfs rings the bell ; ■ i n any one 
o( thefe three cafes the print left by the 
thimble will be as unlike the prototype 
as a brafs-jack. 

Now you muft underftand that not 
one of thefe was the true caufe of the 
confufion in my uncle Toby's difcourfe j 
and it is for that very reafon I enlarge 
upon them fo long, after the msmner of 
great phyfiologifts,— to (hew the worlds 
what it did f$ci arife from. 

What it did arife from, I have hinted 
above, and a fertile fource of oWcufity 
it is, — and ever will be, — and that is the 
unfteady ufcs of words, which have per- 
plexed the cleardft and moft exd\tcd un- 
derftandings. 

It is ten to one (at Arthur's) whcdicr 
you have ever read the literary hiftories 
of paft ages j — if you have, — ^what terri- 
ble battles, 'yclept logomachies, have 
they occafioned and perpetuated with fo 
much gall and ink-fhed,— that a good- 
natured man cannot read the accounts 
of them without tears in his eyes. 

Gentle critick ! when thou^haft weigh- 
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cd all -this, and confider'd within thyfelf 
how much of thy own knowledge, dif- 
cooirfe, and converfation has been pefter- 
cd and dilbrdered, at one tinoe or other, 
by this, and this only : — ^What a pudder 
and racLet in Councils about «V/as and 
vxirx(ngi and in the Schools of the 
karned about power and about fpirki, 
—about effences, and about quinteflen- 
ces ; ■ ■ ■ about fubftances, and about 

fpace. What confbfion in greater 

Theatres from words of little mean- 
ing, and as indeterminate a fenfe ! when* 
thou confidereft this, thou wilt not w<)n- 
der at my uncle Toiy^s perplexities, — 
thou wilt drop a tear of pity upon his 
fcarp and his counterfcarp j — his glacis 
and his covered-way j— his ravelin and 
his half-moon : 'Twas not by ideas,— by 
Heaven i his life was put in jeopardy by 
words, » 

CHAP. XXVIII, 

WH E N my uncle Toby got his 
map of Namur to his mind, he 
began inui^ediately to apply himfelf, and 
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with the utmoft diligence, to the ftudy 
of it ; for nothing being of more impor-^ 
tance to him than his recovery, and his 
recovery depending, as you have read, 
upon the pafTions and afFedions of his 
mind, it behoved him to take the niceft 
care to make himfclf fo far matter of his 
fubje(R:, as to be able to talk upon it 
without emotion. 

In a fortnight's clofe and painful ap- 
plication, which, by the bye, did my 
uncle Tohy*s wound, upon his groin, no 
good, — he was enabled, by the help of 
fome marginal documents at the feet of 
the elephant, together with Gohjius's mi- 
litary architefture and pyroballogy, tranf- 
lated from the Flemijh^ to form his dif- 
courfe with paffable perfpicuity; and be- 
fore he was two full months gone, — he 
was right eloquent upon it, and could 
make not only the attack of the advan- 
ced counterfcarp with great order j— — 
but having, by that time, gone much 
deeper into the art, than what his firft 
motive made necefTary, my uncle 7oby 
was able to crofs the Maes and Sarnhn ^ 
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make diverfions as far as Vauhan's line, 
the abbey of SalftneSy &c. and give his 
vifitors as diftinft a hiftory of each of 
their attacks, as of that of the gate of 
5/. Nicolasy where he had the honour to 
receive his wound. 

But defire of knowledge, like the thirft 
.of riches, increafes ever with the acquifi- 
tion of it. The more my uncle Toiy 
pored over his map, the more he took 
a liking to it ! — by the fame procefs 
and eleftrical aflimilation, as I told you, 
through which I ween the fouls of con- 
noifleurs themfelves, by long friftion 
and incumbition, have the happinefs, at 
length, to get all be-virtu'd, — be-pic- 
tured, — be-butterflied, and be- fiddled. 

The more my uncle Toiy drank of 
this fweet fountain of fcience, the greater 
was the heat and impatience of his thirft, 
fo that before the firft year of his con- 
finement had well gone round, there 
was fcarce a fortified town in Ilaly or 
Flanders, of which, by one means or 
other, he had not procured a plan, read- 
ing over as he got them, and carefully 
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collating therewith the hiftories of their 
fieges, their demolitions, their improve- 
ments, and new works, all which he 
would read with that intenfe application 
and delight, that he would forget him- 
felf, his wound, his conSnement, his din- 
ner. 

In the fecond year my uncle T^by pur- 
chafed Ramelli and Cataneo^ tranflat^^ 
from the Italian s — likewife Stevinus, 
Moralisy the Chevalier de Fille, JLmni, 
Cochorfti Shelter i the Count de Pagan, the 
Marfhal Fauban, Monf. Blondel, with 
almoft as many more books of military 
architecture, as Don S^uixote was found 
to have of chivalry, when the curate and 
barber invaded his library. 

Towards the beginning of the third 
year, which was in Atiguft^ ninety-nine, 
my uncle Toby found it neoeflkry to 
underftand a little of projeftiles : — 
and having judged it beft to draw his 
knowledge from the fountain-head, he 
began with JV. TarlagUay who it feems 
was the firft man who detefted the im- 
pofition of a cannon bail's doing all that 
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mUchief under the notion of a right line 
—•This N. iTartaglia proved to my uncle 
7*oiy to be an ImpoiTible thing. 

■ Endlcis is the fearch of Truth. 

No fooner was my uncle Toby latisfied 
which road the cannon-ball did not go* 
but he was infenfibly led on, and refolv- 
ed in his mind to enquire and find out 
which road the ball did go : For which 
purpofe he was obliged to let off afrefli 
with old MaltMs^ and Itudied him de- 
voutly. — He proceeded next to Galileo 
zx\d Torricellius, wherein, by certain Geo- 
metrical rules, infallibly laid down, he 
found the precife path to be a Parabola 
—or elfe an Hyperbola, — and that the 
parameter, or latus reifumt of the conic 
feftion of the faid path, was to the quan- 
tity and amplitude in a diredt ratioy as 
the whole line to the fine of double the 
angle of incidence, formed by the breech 
upon an horizontal plane j — and that the 

femiparameter, ftop ! my dear uncle 

Toly ftop ! — go not one foot farther 

into this thorny and bewildered track, — 

intricate are the fteps 1 intricate are the 
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mazes of this labyrinth ! intricate are the 
troubles which the purfuit of this bewitch- 
ing phantom Knowledge will bring upon 
thee. — O my uncle; — fly— fly, fly from it 
as from a ferpent.— — Is it fit good- 
natured man ! thou fhould'ft fit up, with 
the wound upon thy groin, whole nights 
baking thy blood with heftick watchings? 
■■■Alas! 'twill exafperate thy fymp- 
toms,— check thy perfpirations — eva- 
porate thy fpirits — wafte thy animal 
ftrength, — dry up thy radical moifture— 
bring thee into a coftive habit of body, 

impair thy health, and hafl:en all 

the infirmities of thy old age, - O my 
uncle ! my uncle Toby, 

CHAP. XXIX. 

I Would not give a groat for that man's 
knowledge in pen-craft, who does 

not undcrftand this, That the beft 

plain narrative in the world, tacked ve- 
ry clofc to the laft fpirited apoftrophe to 

my uncle Tol?y would have felt both 

cold and vapid upon the reader's pa- 
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late ;— therefore I forthwith put an end 
to the chapter, though I was in the 
middle of my ftory. 

Writers of my ftamp have 

one principle in common with painters* 
Where an exaft copying makes our pic- 
tures lefs ftriking, we choofe the lefs 
evil ; deeming it even more pardonable 
to trefpafs againft truth, than beauty. 
This is to be underftood cum grano fa^ 
lis J but be it as it will, — as the parallel 
is made more for the fake of letting 
the apoftrophe cool, than any thing elfe, 
-—'tis not uery material whether upon 
any other fcore the reader approves of 
it or not. 

In the latter end of the third year, my 
uncle Toby perceiving that the parameter 
and femi-parameter of the conic feftion 
angered his wound, he left off the ftudy 
of projeftiles in a kind of a huff, and be- 
took himfelf to the practical part of for- 
tification only ; the pleafure of which, 
like a fpring held back, returned upon 
him with redoubled force. 

It was in this year that my uncle ht'- 
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gan to break in upon the daily regolaritf 

of a cfcan fliirt, to difmifs bis barber 

unfhaven, and to allow his Airgeoa 

icarce time fufficient to drefs his wound, 
concerning himfelf fo little about it, as 
not to a(k him once in feven times dreff> 
ing, how it went on : when, lo ! — * all 
of a fudden, for the change was quick 
as lightning, he began to figh heavily 
for his recovery,—- complained to my 
father, grew impatient with the jRir- 

geon ; and one morning, as he heard 

his foot coming up ftairs, he (hut up hia 
books, and thruft afide his infkruments, 
in order to expoftulatc with him upon 
the protraftion of the cure, which, h€ 
told him, might furely have been accom- 
plifhed at leaft by that time i-^He dwelt 
long upon the miferies he had under- 
gone, and the forrows of his four years 

melancholy imprifonment ; adding, 

that had it not been for the kind looks 
and fraternal chearings of the beft of 
brothers,-— he had long fince funk under 

his misfortunes. My father was by : 

My uncle Toiy's eloquence brought tears 
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into his eyes ; 'twas uncxpefted:— — 

My uncle ^oby^ by nature was not elo- 
quent ; — it had the greater efFe£t : 
The furgeon was confounded ; ——not 
that there wanted grounds for fuch, or 
greater, marks of impatience, — but *twas 
unexpedied too; in the four years he 
had attended him, he had never feen any 
thing like it in my uncle Slb^'s carriage^ 
he had never once dropped one fretful or 
difcojxtented word ; ' he had been all 
patience,— all fubmiffion. 

— We lofe the right of complaining 
fometimes by forbearing it j -^ but we 
often treble the force : — ^The furgeon was 
aftonifhed j but much more fo, when he 
heard my uncle ^oby go on, and pe- 
remptorily infift upon his healing up the 
wound direftly, — or fending for Mon- 
fieur Ronjat, the king's ferjeant-furgeon, 
to do it for him. 

The dejQre of life and health is im-^ 

planted in man's nature j the love of 

liberty and enlargement is a fifter-paflion 
to it : Thefe my uncle Toby had in com- 
mon with his fpecies j— — and either of 
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them had been fufficient to account fof 
his earneft defire to get well and out of 

doors i but I have told you before^ 

that nothing wrought with our family 
after the common way ; . ■ and from 
the time and manner in which this ea-^ 
ger defire (hewed itfelf in the prefent 
cafe, the penetrating reader will fufpeft 
there was fome other caufe or crotchet 
for it in my uncle Toby^s head ; 
There was fo, and 'tis the fubjedt of the 
next chapter to fet forth what that caufo 
and crotchet was. I own, when that's 
done, 'twill be time to return back td 
the parlour fire-fide, where we left my 
uncle Toly in the middle of his fentencc^ 

CHAP. XXX. 

WH E N a man gives himfelf up to 
the government of a ruling paf- 
fion, — or, in other words, when his Hob- 
By-Horse grows headftrong^— — farc- 
wel cool realon and fair difcretion ! 

My uncle Toly's wound was near well^ 
and as foon as the furgeon recovered hi* 
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fiirprize, and could get leave to fay as 
much he told him, 'twas juft begin- 
ning to incarnate; and that if no,fre(h 
exfoliation happened, which there was no 
fign of, — it would be dried up in five or 
fix weeks. The found of as many Olym- 
piads, twelve hours before, would have 
conveyed an idea of fhorter duration to 
my uncle Toky*s mind. — — The fucceC- 
fion of his ideas was now rapid, — he 
broiled with impatience to put his defign 

in execution ; and fo, without con- 

fulting farther with any foul living,— 
which, by the bye, I think is right, when 
you are predetermined to take no one 
foul's advice, — — he privately ordered 
Trim, his man, to pack up a bundle of 
Knt and dreflings, and hire a chariot-and- 
four to be at the door exadUy by twelve 
o'clock that day, when he knew my fa- 
ther would be upon 'Change. — — • So 
leaving a bank-note upon the table for 
the furgeon's care of. him, and a letter 
of tender thanks for his brother's — he 
packed up his maps, his books of forti- 
fication, his inllrumentSj ^c, and by the 

VOL. I. M 
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help of z crutch on one fide^ and Trim 

on the other, my uncle Toiy eixibark- 

ed for Sbandy-Hall. 

The reafon, or rather the rife of this 
fiidden demigration was as follows ; 

The table in my uncle Toby\ room> 
and at which, the night before this 
change happened, he was fitting with 
his maps, &r. about him — being fome^ 
what of the fmalleft, for that infinity of 
great and fnudl inftrunients of knowledge 
which ufually lay crowded upon it — ho 
had the accidentj in reaching over for 
his tobacco-box, to throw down his cpni- 
pailes, and in (looping to take the cqixx-- 
paiTes up, with his fleeve he threw down 
his cafe of inftruments and fnu6S?r$ ;—» 
and a$ the dice took a run againfl: him^ 
in his endeavouring to catch the fnufft^i^s 

in falling, he thruft Monfieur JS^^ 

del oflTthe table, and Count dc Pagan o'tqp 
of him. 

'Twas to no. purpofe for a man, lame, 
as my uncle Toby was, to think of r^-. 
dreffing thefe evils by himfelf,~he rung 
his bell for his man Trimi Xrinh 
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qik>th my uncle Tviy, prithee fee what 
confufion I hare here been making — I 
tnuft have fome better contrivance. Trim. 

* Can^ft not thou take my rule^ and' 

meafure the length and breadth of this 
table, and then go and befpeak me one 

as big again ? Yes an' pleafe your 

Honour, replied Trim, making a bow i 
but I hope your Honour will be fooA 
well enough to get down to your coun- 
try-feat, where, -^ as your Honour takes 
fo much pleafure in fortification, we could 
manage this matter to a T. 

I muft here inform you^ that this fer- 
vant of my Uncle Toiy% who went by 
the name of Trim, had been a corporal 
in my uncle's own company, — his real 
name was Jamis Butler, — but having got 
the nick -name of Trim in the regiment^ 
my unde T$iy, unlefs when he happened 
to be very angry with him, would never 
call him by any other name. 

The poor fellow had been difabled for 
the fervice, by a wound on his left knee 
by a muflcet- bullet^ at the battle ofLan^ 

M 2 
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di9$9 which was two years before the affair 
of jV4i»tfri~and as the fellow was wcU- 
bclovcd in the regimen t^ and a hzndy 
fellow into the bargain, my uncle Toby 
took him for his fcrvant ; and of an ex- 
cellent ufe was he, attending my uncle 
Toty in the camp and in his quarters as 
a valet, groom, barber, cook, fempftcr, 
and nurfe i and indeed^ from firft to laft, 
waited upon him and ferved him with 
great fidelity and afFeftion. 

My uncle Toly loved the man in re- 
turn, and what attached him more to 
him ftill, was the fimilitude of their 
knowledge. For Corporal Trim, (for 
fo, for the future, I (hall call him) by 
four years occafional attention to his 
Mafler's difcourfe upon fortified townst 
and the advantage of prying and peep- 
ing continually into his Mafter's plans^ 
(^c. cxclufive and befides what he gained 
HoBBY-HoasiCALLY, as a body-fenrant, 
Non Hobby Horfical per fe i ■ had be- 
come no mean proficient in the fcience j 
and was thought, by the cook and cham- 
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ber-maid, to know as much of the na- 
ture of ftrong-holds as my uncle Toby 
himfelf. 

I have but one more ftroke to give to 

finifh Corporal "Trim's charafter, and 

it is the only dark line in it.— The fel- 
low loved to advife, — or rather to hear 
himfelf talk ; his carriage, however, was 
fo perfeftly refpeftful, 'twas eafy to keep 
him filent when you had him fo ; but fet 
his tongue a-going,— you had no hold 
of him — he was voluble j-^ the eternal 
intcrlardings of your Honour, vfith the re-- 
ijpcdtfulnefs of Corporal Trim's manner, 
interceding fo ftrong in behalf of his elo- 
cution^ -^ that though you might have 
been incommoded,-- — you could not 
well be angry. My uncle Toby was fel- 
dom either the one or the other with him, 
—or, 2fi leaft, this fault, in Trim, broke 
np fquares with them. My uncle Toby, 

a3 I faid, loved the manj and be- 

fides, a3 he ever looked upon a faithful 
fcrvant,— but as an humble friend, — he 
could not bear to ftop his mouth. — -^ 
Such was Corporal Trim. 

M3 
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If I durft prefiime, continued STnw, to 
give your Honour my advice, and fpeak 
my opinion in this matter. — Thou art 
welcome, Trim, quoth my uiicle ToBy — ^ 

'—fpeak, fpeak what thou thinkefl: 

upon the fubjeft, man,' without fear. 
Why then, replied 7rw, (not hanging 
his ears and fcratching his head like a 
country-lout, but) ftroking his hair back 
from his forehead, and ftanding ere6t as 
before his divifion, — I think, quoth TriPh 
advancing his left, which was his lame leg^ 
a little forwards, — and pointing with 
his right hand open towards a map of 
Dunkirk, which was pinned againft the 

hangings, 1 think, quoth Corporal 

Itriniy with humble fubmiffion to your 

Honour's better judgment, that thefe 

ravelins, baftions, curtins, and hornworks, 
make but a poor, contemptible, fiddle- 
faddte piece of work of it here upon 
paper, compared to what your Honour 
and I could make of it were we in the 
country by ourfelves, and had but a rood, 
or a rood arid a half of ground to do what 
yre pleafe4 with ( As fummer is coining 
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on, continued Trim, your Honour might 
fit out of doors, and give me the rio- 
graphy — (Call it ichnogfaphy, quoth my 
uncle,) — — of the town or citadel, your 
Honour was pleafed to fit down before, 
^— and I will be fliot by your Honour 
Upon the glacis of it, if I did not fortify 
it' to your Honour's mind ■ I dare fay 
thou would'ft, Trimy quoth my uncle, — 
For if your Honour, continued the Cor- 
poral, could but mark me the polygon, 
with its cxaft lines and angles— That I 
cbuld do very well, quoth my uncle, — I 
would begin with the fotK, and if your 
Honour could tell me the proper depth 
and breadth — I can to a hair's breadth, 
Trimy replied my uncle. — I would throw 
out the earth upon this hand towards the 
town for the fcarp, — and on that hand 
towards the campaign . for the counter* 
fcarp. — ^Very right, 7r/iw, quoth my un*- 

c\t Tohy; And when I had floped 

them to your mind, an' pleafe your 
Honour, I would face the glacis, as the 
tinefl fortifications are done in Flanders^ 

M 4 
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with fods, and as your Honour knows 

they fhould be, — and I would make the 
walls and parapets with fods too.— The 
beft engineers call them gazons. Trim, 

faid my uncle Toiy. Whether they 

ate gazons or fods, is not much matter, 
replied Trim ; your Honour knows they 
are ten times beyond a facing either of 
brick or ftone. — — I know they are. 

Trim, in fome reipeds, quoth my 

uncle Tol^y, nodding hi3 head i — for a 
cannon-ball enters into the ga?:on right 
onwards, without bringing any rubbifli 
down with it, which might fill the 
foffe, (as was the cafe at St. Nicola f% gate) 

and facilitate the pafTage over it. 

Your Honour underftands thefe mat- 
ters, replied Corporal TV/Vw, better thari 
any officer in his Majefty's fervice; — — 
but would your Honour pleaf^ to let the 
befpeaking of the table alone, and let us 
but go into the country, I would wor^ 
under your Honour^s direftion^ like ^ 
horfe, and make fortifications for you 
fomcthing like a tanfy, with all their 
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batteries, faps, ditches, and palifadots, 
that it fhould be worth all the world's 
riding twenty miles to go and fee it. 

My uncle Toby blufhed as red as fear- 
let as Trim went on j — but it was not a 
blufh of guilt, — of modefty, — or of an- 
ger, — it was a blufti of joy; — he was 
fired with Corporal 7V//»'s projeft and 

defcription, Trim ! faid my uncle 

Toby, thou haft faid enough. — ^We might 
begin the campaign, continued Trim, on 
the very day that his Majefty and the 
Allies take the field, and demolifh them 
town by town as faft zs^Trim, quoth 
my uncle Toby, fay no more. Your Ho- 
nour, continued Trim, might fit in your 
arm-chair (pointing to it) this fine wea- 
ther, giving me your orders, and I would 
—Say no more. Trim, quoth my un- 
cle Toby Befides, your Honour would 

get not only pleafure and good-paftime, 
— but good air, and good exercife, and 
good health, — and your Honour's wound 
would be well in a month. Thou haft 
faid enough, 7riV», — quoth my uncle 
Toby (putting his hand into hh breeches- 
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pocket) 1 like thy projcft mightily, 

—And if your Honour pleafes^ V\l this 
moment go and buy a pioneer's fpade to 
take down with us, and 111 befpeak a 
ihovel and a pick-^xe, and a couple of 
——Say no more Trinty quoth my uncle 
Toby, leaping up upon one leg, quite 
overcome with rapture,— and thrufting a 
guinea into Trm*s hand, — Trim, faid my 
uncle Toby, fay no more j — but go down. 
Trim, this moment, my lad, and bring 
up my fuppcr this inftant. 

Trim ran down and brought up his maf- 

tcr's fupper, to no purpofe : — Trim's 

plan of operation ran fo in my uncle To- 
bfs head, he could not tafte it, — Trim, 
quoth my uncle Toby, get me to bed. — 
'Twas all one. — Corporal Trim's defcrip- 
tion had fired his imagination,— my un- 
cle Toby could not fhut his eyes.— The 
more heconfidered it, the more bewitch- 
ing the fcene appeared to him ;— fo that, 
two full hours before day-light, he had 
come to a final determination, and had 
concerted the whole plan of his and Cor- 
poral Trim's decampment, 
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My uncle ^oby had a little neat coun* 
try-houfc of his own, in the village where 
my father's eftate lay at Shandy, which 
had been left him by an old uncle, with 
a fmall eftate of about one hundred 
pounds a-year. Behind this houfe, and 
contiguous to it, was a kitchen-garden 
of about half an acre ; and at the bot*^ 
torn of the garden, and cut off from it by 
a tall yew hedge, was a bowling-green; 
containing juft about as much ground as 
Corporal Trim wilhed for j — fo that as 
Trim uttered the words, " A rood and a 
** half of ground to do what they would 
^* with," — this identical bowling-green 
inftantly prefented itfelf, and became cu- 
rioufly painted all at once, upon the re- 
tina of my uncle Toby's fancy ; — which 
was the phyfical caufc of making him 
change colour, or at Icaft of heightening 
his blufh, to that immoderate degree I 
fpoke of, 

Never did lover poft down to a beloved 
jTiiftrefs with more heat and expeftation, 
than my uncle Toby did, to enjoy thi^ 
(elf-f|une thin^ in private f— *I fay in pri« 
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vatCi — for it was fheltcred from the 
houfe^ as I told you, by a tall yew hedge^ 
and was covered on the other three fides, 
from mortal fight, by rough hplly and 
thick-fct flowering flirubs ; — ^fo that the 
idea of not being feen, did not a little 
contribute to the idea of pleafure pre* 
conceived in my uncle Toby's mind.— 
Vain thought ! however thick it was 
planted about, — — or private foever it 
might feem,— to think, dear uncle Toiy, 
of enjoying a thing which took up a 
whole rood and a half of ground,— • 
and not have it known ! . 

How my uncle Toby and Corporal 

Trim managed this matter, ^with the 

hiftory of their campaigns, which wer^ 
no way barren of events,— may make 
no uninterefiing under-plot in the epita- 
fis and working-up of this drama. — ^At 
prefent the fcene muft drop, — and change 
for the parlour fire-fide. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

•What can they be doing, bro- 



ther ? faid my father,— I think, replied 
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my uncle Toby^ — taking, as I told you, 
his pipe from his mouth, and ftriking 
the aflies out of it as he began his fen- 

tence j 1 think, replied he — it would 

not be amifs, brother, if we rung the 
bell. 

Pray, what's all that racket over our 

heads, Obadiah ?, quoth my father ; 

' my brother and 1 can fcarce hear 
ourfelves fpeak* 

Sir, anfwered Obadiaby making a bow 
towards his left fhoulder,— my Miftrefs 
is taken very badly. — And where's 5«- 
fannab running down the garden there, 
as if they were going to ravifh her ? ■■ ■ 
Sir, ftie is running the ihorteft cut into 
the town, replied Obadiaby to fetch the 
old midwife.— Then faddle a horfe, quoth 
my father, and do you go ^ireftly for 
Dr. Slopy the man-midwife, with all our 
fervices, — — and let him know your 
miftrefs is fallen into labour —— and 
that I defire he will return with you 
with all fpeed. 

It is very ftrangc, fays my father, ad- 
drcffing hinifclf to my uncle ^ohy^ as 
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QiMdiab fhut the door, as there is to 

expert an operator as Dr. Slef h near^— f 
that vof wife ihould perfift to the very 
laft in this obftinate humour of hers, in 
truiling the life of my child, who has 
had one misfortune already, to the ig- 
norance of an old woman } — — and not 
only the life of my child, brother,—-— 
but her own life, and with it the lives 
of all the children I might, peradventure^ 
have begot out of her hereafter* 

Mayhap, brother, replied my unde 
^0by^ my fiftcr docs it to fave the ex- 
pence : — A pudding's end,— -replied my 
father,—— -the Doftor muft be paid the 
fame for i nation as aftion, if not 

better,— to keep him in temper. 

—Then it can be out c^ nothing in 
the whole world, quoth my uncle ^ohy^ 
in the fimplicity of his heart,— but Mo- 
DiSTY* — My fiftcr, I dare fay, added he, 
does not care to let a man come io near 
her *♦*♦. I will not fay whether my 
uncle Toby had completed the fentence 
or not ; — —'tis for his advantage to fiip- 
pofc he had, — - as, I think, he could 
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have added no One Word which would 
have improved it. 

If,vOn the contrary, my uncle Toly had 
not fully arrived at the period's end, -— 
then the world ftands indebted to the 
fudden fnapping of my father's tobacco- 
pipe for one of the neateft examples of 
that ornamental figure in oratory, which 
Rhetoricians ftilc the Jpqfiopefis. ■ ■ 
Juft Heaven ! how does the Pocp piu and 
the Poco mem of the Italian artifts ; — the 
inienfible more or less, determine the 
precife line of beauty in the fentence, as 
well as in the ftatue ! How do the flight 
touches of the chife], the pencil, the pen, 
the fiddk-ftick, et cateray — give the true 
fwell, which gives the true pleafure !— 
O my countrymen ; — be nice % — be cau- 
tious of your languge ;— and never, O ! 
never let it be forgotten upon what (ipaU 
particles your eloquence and your fame 

depends 

" My fifter, mayhap," quoth my 

u;icle 21p^, " does not choofe to let a 

'* xnan CQme fp near her •**♦/* Make 
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diis dafh^ — 'tis an Aporioperis.<~Take 
the da(h away, and write Bact^fide^^—^^ 
'tis Bawdy. — Scratch Backfidc out, and 
put Covered way in, — 'tis a Metaphor j 
-*-and, I dare fay, as fortification ran fo 
much in my uncle Toby's head, that if 
he had been left to have added one word 
to the fentence,— — that word was it. 

But whether that was the cafe or not 
the cafe j — or whether the fnapping of 
my father's tobacco-pipe fo critically, 
happened through accident or anger, 
will be feen in due time. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

TH O' my father was a good natural 
philofopher, — yet he was fome- 
thing of a moral philofopher too; for 
which reafon, when his tobacco-pipe 
fnapp'd fhort in the middle, — he had no- 
thing to doj as fuch, but to have taken 
hold of the two pieces, and thrown them 

gently upon the back of the fire. He 

!did no fuch thing; he threw them 

with all thejiriolence in the world;— and. 
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•to gite the aftion ftill tnore cmphaQs,— 
he ftattcd upon both his legs to do it. 

This looked fomething. like heat; — -• 
and the manner of his reply to what mj 
uncle Toby was faying, proved it was 
fo. 

— " Not choofe,'* quoth my father, 
(repeating my uncle Tola's words) ^^ to 
"** let a man come fo near her !" B y 
Heaven, brother Toky! you would try the 
patience of Job ; — and I think I have the 

plagues of one already without it, 

Why ? Where ? ^Wherein ? 

Wherefore ? ^Upon what account ? re- 
plied my uncle Toby^ in the utmoft afto* 
hifliment. — ^To think, faid my father, of 
a man living to your age, brother, and 
knowing fo little about women ! ■■>■■ I 
know nothing at all about them, — replied 
my uncle Toby : And I think, contixxucd 
he, that the fliock I received the year after 
the demolition of Dunkirk, in my affair 
with widow Wadmani ~ which fhock 
you know I Ihould not have received, 
but from my total ignorance of die ftt> 
^-^has given mc juft caufc to iiqrj T1i«t 
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I neither know nor do pretend to knoyf, 
any thing about 'em or their concerns 
cither.— Mcthinks, brother, replied my 
father, you might, at lead, know fo 
much as the right end of a woman from 
the wrong. 

It is faid in Ariftotle's Majief Piece, 
'* That when a man doth thinly of any 
thing which is paft,— — he lookcth 
down upon the ground;-— but that 
when he thinketh of fomething that 
'' is to come, he looketh up towards 
" the heavens.*' 

My uncle Toby^ I fuppofe, thought of 
neither, for he look'd horizontally.— 
Right end, quoth my uncle Toiy, mut- 
tering the two words low to himfelf, and 
fixing his two eyes infenfibly as he mut^^ 
tered them, upon a fmall crevice, formed 
by a bad joint in the chimney-piece ■ ■-■ 
Right end of a woman ! — ~I declare, 
quoth my uncle, I know no more which 
It is than the man in the moon ]> - ■■■ a nd 
if I was to think> continued my unde 
^cij (keeping his eye ftill fixed upon 
the bad joint) this month togetherj { 
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am fure I fhould npt be able to find it 

OMU 

* • ' • 

.Then, brother tciy^ replied my fatheri 
1 will teii you. 

Every thing in this world, continued 
ixiy father (filling a frefh pipe)— every 
thing in this world, my dear brother 

itciy, has two handles. Not alwaysj 

quoth my uncle Toiy. At leaft, re- 
plied my father, every one has two hands, 

w hich comes to the fanie thing. 
Kow, if a man was to fit down cooly, and 
consider within himfelf the make, the 
fhape, the conftrudion, come- at- ability^ 
and convenience of all the parts which 
conftitute thewliole of that animal, calU 
ed Woman, and compare them analogi- 
c:ally — I never underftbod rightly the 
meaning of that wordi— quoth my uncle 

Analooyj replied my father, is the 
certain, relation and agreement, which 

different Here a devil of a rap at the 

door fqapped my father's definition (like 
hi^ tobacco-pipe) in two,— and, at the 

|[an)$. time, cnjibed the head of as nota- 

ft a 



l80 THE LIFt AND OPINIONS 

bk and curious a diflertation as ever was 
engendered in the womb of fpeculation ; 
—it was fome months before my father 
could get an opportunity to be fafcly de- 
livered of it: — And, at this hour, it is a 
thing full as problematical as the fubjeft 
of the diflertation itfclf, — (confidering 
the confufion and diftrefles of our do- 
meftick mifadventures, which are now 
coming thick one upon the back of ano- 
ther) whether I fhall be able to find a 
place for it in the third volume or not. 



CHAP. xxxm. 

IT is about an hour and a half s tole- 
rable good reading fince nty Uncle 
Toby rung tihe bell, wlien Obadiab was 
ordered to faddle a horfe, and go for 
Dr. Sloj>y the man-midwife i-—fo that no 
one can fay, with reafon, thlat 1 hzvt not 
allowed Obadi'ab time enough, poetically 
fpeaking, and confidering the ennei^ency 
too, both to go and ccWiej -though, 

morally and trofy fpeaking, i9w ttntft 
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perhaps has fcarce had time to get on 
his booiiis. 

If tjh.e. hypercritick will go upon this ; 
aa4 isrefolved after all to take a pen- 
dulum, and meafure the true diftance 
betwixt the ringing of the bell, and the 
rap ^t the door 3.— and, after finding it 
to be no more than two minutes, thir- 
teen feconds, and three fifths, — fhould 
take upon him to. infult over me for fuch 
a breach in the unity, or rather proba- 
bility of time i— I would remind him, 
that the idea of duration, and of it$ 
fimplc modes, is got merely from the 
train and fucceffion of our ideas, and 
15 the true fcholaftic pendulum,— —and 
by which, as a fcholar, I will be tried in 
this matter, — abjuring and detefting the 
jurifdiftion of all other pendulums what- 
ever. 

I wojuU therefore d^firc him to con- 
fider tliiat it is but poor eight miles fronri 
SbandyrH^Il to D^ Slpp^ the man-mid- 
wife'sL houfe j— and that whilft Obadiab 
has been goipg thofe faid miles and back, 
I h^vc brojjght «ny uncle Tohy from N(h 

N3 
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mur, quite acrofs all Flanders y into^Engiy 
Aiim/:— That I have had him Ul upoii 
ixiy hands near four years;— and hayc 
|ince travelled him and Corporal ^rim m 
a chariot-and-four, a journey of near two 
hundred miles down into Tqrkjhirey •— — 
all which put together, muft have pre- 
pared the readci^s imagination for the 
entrance of Dr, Slop upon the ftage, — as 
much, at leaft (I hope) as a dance, ^ a 
fong, or a concerto between the afts. 

If my hypercritick js intraft^t)lc, alledg- 
ing, diat two minutes and thirteen fer 
conds are no niore than two minutes and 

thirteen feconds, lyhen I have faid 

all I can about then) i and that this plea, 
(hough it might faye aie dramatically, 
will damn me biographically, gender- 
ing my book from this very moment, a 
profefled Romance, ^hich, before, was 
a book apocryphal : . If I am thus 
preffcd — I then put an end to the whold 
pbjedtion and controyerfy abopt it all at 

once, by acquainting him, that Oha^ 

^iab had not got above threefcore yaihds 
ff pm the ft^blc-yar4 before he met v5tl| 
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15r. Slcpi — and indeed he gave a dirty 
proof that he had met with him, and 
was within an ace of giving a tragical 
one too. 

Imagine to yourfelf; — but this had 
better begin a new chapter. 

I 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

IMagine to yourfelf a little fquat, un- 
courtly figure of a Doftor Slopy of about 
four feet and a half perpendicular height^ 
with a breadth of back, and a fufquipe- 
dality of belly, which might have done 
Jionour to a feijeant in the horfe-guards. 

Such were the out-lines of Dr. Slop*% 
figure, which,— r if you have read Ho* 
gatV% analyfis of beauty, and if you hove 
not, I wifh you would; — »-you muft 
know, may as certainly be caracatured, 
and conveyed to the mind by three 
ibokes as three hundred. 

Imagine fuch a one,— —for fiich, I 
Iky, were the out-lines of Dr^ SIof% fi* 
gure, coming flowly along, foot by foot> 
.Wjl4dling thro' the dirt upon the ycn«» 

»4 
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hnt of a little dinuBuitlYe pon^# x>f 4' 
precty colour -^~but of ftreagcbi^y^i^^ 
alack !-^-— fearcc able to iuve madle aa- 
amble of it^ under fuch a fardel> had lk« 
roads hern in an amhliog ccmditmu^r-^ 
They wf re not,— —Imagine to yourfel^ 
Obadiab mounted upon a llrong mon- 
Iter of a coach-horfej pricked into a full 
gallop, and making ^1 practicable fpeed 
the adverfe way, 

Prayi Sir, let mc intereft you a mo^ 
ment in (his defcription. 

Had Dr. Sl^ lieheld Obadiub a mil^ 
ofi^j pofting in a narrow lane dirtdly to^ 
wards him, at that monftrous rate^-<^ 
ff^afliing and plunging like a devil thro* 
thick and thin, as he approached^ would 
not fuch a ph£nomeaoi\, with fuch % 
vortex of niud and water moving along 
with it, round its axis^ — have bew a 
fubjedt of juiter apprehenfion toDn Sl^ 
in his fituation;! than (he VHiffi oiJVbifz 
fon*^ Comets ? — To fay nothing of the 
Nucleus ; that is, of Oba^i^h aad thf 
coach-horfe. — In my idea, the vw<eK 

^<m of 'cm was enough tQ hi^ve imrol¥« 
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cd and carried, if fK>c the do&or, at leaft 
the doftor's pony, quite away with it* 
What then do you think muft the ter- 
ror and hydrophobia of Dr. Slcp' have 
been, when you read (which you arc juft 
going to do) that he was advancing thus 
warily along towards Shandy Haiti and 
bad approached to within Gxty yards of 
it, and within five yards of a fuddea 
turn, made by an acute angle of the 
garden wall, — and in the dirtieft part of 
a dirty lane, — when Qbadiab and his 
coach-horfe turned the corner, rapid, fu- 
rious, — pop, •— full upon him !— No- 
thing, I think, in nature, can be fuppof- 
ed more terrible than fUcb a rencounter^ 
— fo imprompt I fo ill prepared to ftaiid 
the fhock of it as Dn Slop was* 

What could Dr, Slap do ?— — he croft 
cd hinafelf + — Pugh ! — but the doftor^ 
Sir, was a Papift — Np matter 9 he had 
better have kept hold of the pummel.-— 
—He had ibi— nayi U it happened, he 
had better have done nothing at all i for 
in croiTmg himfelf he let go his whip, 

lA attempting to iare his whip 
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bet?ruct his knee and his faddle's ikirt^ as 
it (lippedi he loft hi^ ftirrup^ — — -^ in lof- 
ing which he loft his featji— ^4nd in the 
multitude of all th^ie.lofies (which, by 
the byej fhews what little advantage &ere 
is in croffing) the unfortunate dQ£tx>r loft 
his prefence of mind* . So that without 
waiting for Ohdiab's pnfet^ he left his 
pony to its dcftiny, tumbling oflf it dia- 
gonally, fomcthing in the ftyle and man- 
ner of a pack of wool, and without any 
other confecjuence from the fall, favc that 
of being left (as it would have been) 
with the broadeft part of him fun]c aboiit 
twelve inches deep in the mire. 

Obadiab puU*d off his cap twice to Pr* 
Slop $— once ^s h^ wa§ falling, — ^d then 
again when he faw him feated. Ill- 
timed complaifance i — had . not the fel- 
low better have ftopped his horfe, and 
jgot off and help'd him ? — Sir, he did all 
that his fituation woyld allow ; — but the 
Momentum of the cpach-horfe was io 
great, that Obadiab could not do it all 
at once ; he rode in a circle three Gunes 
found Pn Shf^ before he could fully wt^ 



ebmiplifti it any 1i6w ; ^ — and af ttie il[ft^ 
when he did (top his beaft, 'cwas done 
with fuch an explofion of mud, that Oka^ 
diab had better haye been a league clS^ 
In fhort, never was a Dr. 5/^ fo beluted, 
and fo tranfubftantia(^d^ fince that afiaii: 
came into fafhion^ 

P li A P. XXXV. 

WHEN Dr. Slop entered the back 
parlour, where my father and 
my uncle 'Toby were difcourling upon 
the nature of women^ — ;t wa? l^atd 
to determine whether Dr, Shp*% figure^ 
or Dn Slop's prefence, occafioned more 
furprize to themi for as the accident 
happened fb near the houfe, a$ notfo 
make it worth while for Qhadiab to re- 
mount him> Obadiah had led him ii| 

as he was, unwipedy unappritUedi unaneal^ 
ed, with all his ftains and blotches oa 
him, — ^He ftopd like Hamlefs ghofl:, iho- 
tionlefs and fpeechlefs, for a full minute 
und a half, at the p^lour door (Oiadiab 
^ holding his hand) with all the w%^ 
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jcfty of mud. His hinder parts, upon 
which he had received his fall, toull; 
befmeared, — and in every other part 
of hintij. blotched over In fuch a manner 
with Oiadiab's explofion, that you would 
have fworn (without mental refervation) 
that every gi^ain of it had taken effedt; 

Here was a fair opportunity for my 
uncle Toiy to have triumphed over my 
father in his turn j — for no mortal, who 
had beheld Dr. Slop in that pickle, could I 
have diflented from fo much, at leaft> of 
my uncle Toiy's opinion, " That may- 
** hap his fifter might not care to let 
** fuch a Dr. Slop come fo near her 
$€ ♦♦♦♦ « gy|. jj. ^^ jj^g Argumentum 

ad hominem j and if my, uncle Toiy, was 
not very expert at it, you may think, h^ 

might not care to ufe it. No y the 

reafon was, — *twas not his nature to in* 
fult. 

Dr, Slopes prefence at that time, was no 
lefs problematical than the mode of it i 
tho' it is certain, one moment's r^fle^op 
in my father might have folvi^d it j fox 
Ke had apprized Pn Slop but the week 
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before, that my mother was at her full 
reckoning ; and as the doftor had heard 
notching fince, 't^jais fltitural and Very jk)- 
fitical too in him, to have taken a ride to 
Shandy HalU as he did, merely to fee how 
matters went on. 

But my father's mind took unfortu- 
nately a wrong turn in the inveftigation % 
running, like the hypercritick's, altoge- 
ther upon the ringing of the bell and the 
rap upon the door, — ^meafuring their dif- 
tance, and keeping his mind fo intent 
upon the Operation, as to have power to 
think df nothing elfe, — common-place 
infirmity of the greateft mathematicians ! 
working with might and main at the de- 
rhonftration, and fo wafting all their 
ftrength upon it, that they have none 
left in them to draw the corollary, to dd 
good with. 

The ringing of the bell, and the rap 
iipon the door, ftruck likewife ftrong 
upon the fenforium of my uncle Itciy^^^^ 
but it excited a very different train of 
thoughts J— the two irreconcileable prft- 
ftftions inftaotly brought S^evrnus^ ibia 
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great cngincerj along with thaxvinto nqi 
uncle Toiy*^ mind. What bufineis Sfe^ 
vinus had m this afrair, — is the greateft 

Eroblem of all ; It ftiall be folvcd^— « 
ttt not in the next chapten 

CHAP. XXXVf. 

WRitingi when properly manageJ^ 
(as you may be fure I think mine 
it) is but a different name for converfa* 
ti004 As no one» who knows what he is 
about in good company^ would venture 
to calk all i-— — fo no author, who un* 
derftands the juft boundaries of decorum 
and good-breeding> would prefume to 
think all : The trueft refpeA which you 
can pay to the reader^s underflanding, is 
to halve this matter amicably> and leave 
bim fomething to imagine^ in his turn^ 
as well as yourfclf. 

For my own part> I ani eternally pay* 

ing bun compliments of this kixid^ jmd 

^o all that lies in my power to keep his 

imagination as bufy as my own. . 

. Tis his turn nowi— *I havegiTen att 
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ample defcription of Or. SicfsGi^oiret^ 
throWj and of his fad appearance ill tS^ 
back-parlour ; — his imagination niuft 
now go on with it for a while. ^ " 'r 

Let the reader imagine then, that l5ri 
Slop has told his tale ; '-— and in what 
words, and with what aggravations, his 
fancy choofes ; — Let him fuppofe, that 
Obadiab has told his tale alfo, and ^rfk 
fuch rueful looks of afFedbed concern^ aa 
he thinks will beft contraft the two fi- 
gures as they ftand by each other. ■ 
Let him imagine, that my father has 
ftepped up flairs to fee my mother.—- 
An^ to conclude this work of imagina'*' 
tion, — let him imagine the doftof wafii* 
cd, — rubbed down, and condoled,— feli- 
citated, — got into a pair of Obadiah^$ 
pumps, uepping forwards towards thtf 
door, upon the very point of entering 
upon aftion. 

Truce ! — truce, good Dr. Slap /— ftay 
thy obftetrick hand ;—— return it fafc in- 
to thy bofom to keep it warm ;—— lit- 
tle doft thou know what obftaclcS t- -■■■■■ 
li«ll« dpft thou think what hidden caufes 
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retard its operation !— — Haft thou, Df* 
Sl^jT-hnlk thou been intruftcd with the 
ftCTet articlci of this folcmn treaty which 
has brought thee into this place ? — Art 
thou aware that at this inftant, a daugh- 
ter of Lucina is put obftetricdly over 
thy head ? Alas ! — 'tis too true* — Be- 
fides, great fon of Pilumnus ! what caixft 
diou do? — Thou haft come fonh un- 
armed ; — thou haft left thy ttre-they — 
thy new-invented forceps — thy crotchety 
•^thy /quirt, and all thy inftruments of 
falvation and deliverance, behind thee. 
—By Heaven ! at this moment they are 
hanging up in a green bays bag, be- 
twixt thy two piftols, at the bed's head ! 
—Ring } — call j— fend Obadiah back up- 
on the coach-horfe to bring them with 
all ipced. 

M ake great hafte> Obadiabj quoth 
my father, and I'll give thee a crown i— 
and quoth my uncle Toby, Til give him 
another* 
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CHAP. XXX VII. 

YOUR fudden and unexpefted arri- 
val, quoth my uncle Tol^y addrefT- 
ing himfdf to Dr. Slopy (all three of 
them fitting down to the fire together, as 
my uncle Toiy began to Ipeak) — inftant- 
ly brought the great Stevinus into my 
head, who, ypu muft know, is a favou- 
rite author with me.— r-Then, added my 
father, making ufe of the argument Ad 
Crumenam, — I will lay twenty guineas to 
a fingle crown-piece, (which will ferve 
to give away to Obadiab when he gets 
back) that this fame Stevinus was fome 
engineer or other, — or has wrote fome- 
thing or other, either direftly or indi- 
rcftly, upon the fcience of fortification. . 
He has fo, — replied my uncle Toby. — 
I knew it> faid my father, — though, for 
the foul of me, I cannot fee what kind 
of connection there can be betwixt Dr, 
Slop's fudden coming, and a difcourfe 
upon fortification ;-— yet I fear'd it.— 
T'alk of what we will, brother,— or 

VOL, I. • 
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]et the occaiion be never (o foreign or 
unfit for the futged^— you are fure to 
bring it in. I would not, brother Tcly, 
continued my father , ■ I declare I 
would not have my head (6 Ml cf cur* 
tins and horn-works. — That I dare bf 
you would notf quoth Dr. Slop, interrupt^ 
ing him^ and laughing mott immode* 
rately at his pun. 

Dennis the critic could not deteft and 
abhor a pun, or the infinuation of a pun, 
more cordially than my father; «— he 
would grow tdty upon it at any €imei 
— but to be broke in upon by one> in • 
ferious diicourfe, was as bad, he would 
fay, as a ftllip upon the nofej— — he 
&w no difference. 

Sir, quoth my uncle ^ohy^ ^drtflii^ 
himfclf to Dr. Slcp^ — the curtins tttf 
brother Shandy mentions here, hare no- 
thing to do with bcdfteads ; — tho*, I 
know Du Cange fays, ^ That bed-cur- 
^' tains, in all probability, have tdcen 
^^ their name from them;'*'— nor have 
the horn-works he fpcaks ofv any thing 
in the world to do with the hom^works 
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of cuckoldom >«-But the Curtin^ %r^ is 
the word we uie in fortifkation^ for tha£ 
part of the waU or rampart which lies 
between the two baftioni^ and joins them^ 
-^Beliegers feldom offer to carry on 
their attacks dire&ly againft the curtiai 
for this reafon, beeaufe they are ib wcU 
fiankei. ('Tis the cafe of other curtaiiif> 
quoth Dr. Stop, laughing.) However^ 
continued my uncle ^ohy^ to make them 
fure» we generally choc^ to place rave- 
lins before thefn^ taking care only to ex- 
tend them beyond the fofic or ditch:— — 
The common tMTiy who know very lit^ 
tie of fortification^ confound the rarelin 
and the half-mooA together^-^tho' they 
are very different things i — not in theif 
figure or conftruftion, for we make them 
exa&ly alike^ in all points i-^or thcj 
always confift of two facesj making a &* 
lient anglei wkb the gorges, not ftraight> 
but in form of a crcfccm : ——Where 
then lies the diSerenee ? (quoth my hr 
ther, a little tcftily.)— In their fitua- 
tioosi anfwrrod my uncle 3#^: — For 
when a ravdiA> Inodifiry ftandt bcflKt 

o 2 
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the curtin, it is a ravelin ; and when n 
ravelin (lands before a baftion, then the 
ravelin is not a ravelin ; —it is a half- 
moon i — a half-moon likewife is a'half- 
moon, and no more, fo long as it (lands 

before its baftion ; but was it to 

change place, and get before the curtin,— 
'twould be no longer a half-moon j' a 
half- moon, in that cafe, is not a half- 
moon 5— *tis no more than a ravelin.— I 
think, quoth my father, that the noble 
feience .of defence has its weak fides—— 
•as well as others. 

— As for the horn-work (high ! ho ! 
figh'd my father) which, continued my 
uncle Tobyj my brother was fpcaking of, 
they are a very confiderable part of an 

outwork ; they are called by the 

French engineers, O^vrdg*^ a come, and we 
generally make them to cover fuch pla- 
ces as we fufpeft to be weaker than the 
reft ; — 'tis formed by two epaulments or 
dcmi-baftions — they are* very pretty,— 
and if you will take a walk, I'll engage 
to (hew you one well worth your trouble. 

t ownj contiaued my uncle ?V^, when 
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we crown them, — they are much ftrong-i 
cr, but then they are very expenfive, and 
take up a great deal of ground, fo that, 
in my opinion, they are moft of ufe to 
cover or defend the head of a camp; 
otherwife the double tenaille— By the 

mother who bore us ! brother Toby^ 

■quoth my father, not able to hold out 
any longer,—— you would provoke a 

feint 5 here have you got us, I know 

not how, not only foufe into the middle 
of the old fubje£t again : — Bjut fo full 
is your head of thefe confounded works, 
that though my wife is this moment in 
the pains of labour, and you hear her 
cry out, yet nothing will ferve you but 

to carry off the man-midwife. Ac^ 

loucheuTy — if you pleafe, quoth Dr. Slop. 
With all my heart, replied my far- 
ther, I don't care what they call you,— 
but I wifh the whole fcience of fortifiea^ 
tion, with all its inventors, at the devil j 
—it has been the death of thoufands,— 
and it will be mine in the end. — I would 
not, I would not, brother ^obyy have 
my brains fo full of faps, mines, bUnds, 
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gabions, pallifadoes, ravelinsj half*mooo8p 
and fuch trunnpcry, to be proprietor of 
UamuTy and of all the towns in Flanders 
with it. 

My uncle ^oiy was a man patient of 
injuries ; — not from want of courage,-— 
I have told you in a former diapcer» 
*' that he was a man of courage :"— 
And will add here> that where juft 
occafions prefented> or called it forth* 
—I know no man under whofe arm I 
would have fooner taken flielter ; ■ ■■ 
nor did this arife from any infenfibt* 
lity or obcufenefs of his intelledbual 
parts J— for he felt this infult of my fa* 
ther's as feelingly as a man could do ;-^ 
but he was of a peaceful, placid nature^ 
— no jarring element in it, — all was 
mixed up fo kindly within him i my un- 
cle Toby had fcarce a heart to retalme 
upon a fly. 

— Go — fays he, one day at dinner, to 
an over-grown one which had buzzed 
about his nofe, and tormented htm cni- 
cUv all dinner»time, — and which after 
infinite attempts, he had caught at laftj 
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» it flew by him ;— Fll not hurt thee; 
fgys my uncle ^ip^,rifing from his chair, 
Md going acrofs the room, with the fly 

in his hand, 111 not hurt a hair of 

thy head :— Go, fays he, lifting up the 
faih, and opening his hand as he fpoke, 
to let it efcapei — go, poor devil, gpt 
theegone, why fliould I hurt thee ? ■ ■'■ 
This world furely is wide enough to hold 
both thee and me. 

I was but ten years old when this hap^ 
pened: but whether it was, that the 
adtion itfelf was more in unifon to my 
nerves at that age of pity, which inftant^ 
ly fet my whole frame into one vibration 
of moft pleafurable ienfation ;-^^-or how 
far the manner and expreflTion of it might 
go towards it; — or in what degree, or 
by what fecret magick,— a tone of voice 
and harmony of movement, attuned by 
mercy, might find a paflage to my 
heart, I know not; — ^this I know, that 
the leflbn of univerfal good-will then 
caught and imprinted by my uncle Tcby^ 
has never fince been worn out of my 
mind : And tbo' I would not deprecnUe 

o 4 
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what the ftudv of the Liters bumaniares. 
at the univerfity, have done for me in 
that refpeft, or difcredit the other helps 
of an expenfive education beftowed upon 
me, both at home and abroad fince;— 
yet I often think that I owe one half of 
my philanthropy to that one accidental 
imprcflion. 

This is to ferve for parents and gover- 
nors inftead of a whole volume upon the 
fubjedl. 

I could not give the reader this ftrokc 
in my uncle Toby^^ pifture, by the inftru- 
ment with which I drew the other parts 
of it, — that taking in no more than the 
mere Hobby-Horsical likenefs i ■ 
this is a part of his moral chara£ter. 
My father, in this patient endurance of 
wrongs, which I mention, was very dif- 
ferent, as the reader muft long ago have 
noted ; he had a much more acute and 
-quick fenfibility of nature,, attended with 
a little forenefs of temper-, tho' this never 
tranfportpd him to any thing which look- 
ed like malignancy : — yet in the little 
i. rubs .an4 ve^^ations of life, 'twas apt to 
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Jhew itfelf in a droUifh and witty kind 

of peevilhnefs *^ He was, however, 

frank and generous in his nature; 

at all times open to conviftion ; and in 
the little ebullitions of this fubacid hu- 
mour towards .others, but particularly 
towards my uncle Tobyy whom he truly 

loved : he would feel more pain, ten 

times told (except in the affair of my 
aunt Dinahy or where an hypothefis was 
concerned) than what he ever gave. 

The characters of the two brothers, in 
this view of them, reflefted light upon 
each other, and appeared with great ad- 
vantage in this affair which arofe about 
Slevinus. 

I need not tell the reader, if he keeps 
a HoBBY-HoRSE,— that a man's Hob- 
BY-HoRSE is as tender a part as he has 
about him i and that thefe unprovoked 
ftrokes at my uncle Toiy's could not be 

unfelt by him. No : ■ as I faid 

above, my uncle Toby did feel them, 
and very fenfibly too. 

Pray, Sir, what faid he ? — How did 
he behave ?— O, Sir !-^it was great : For 
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js boa as ray fidirr had done infiilciog 

his HotiT^HoRst^- he aifnod his 

head wicbout the Icaft emodoD, from 
Dr* Slfiff CO whom be was addrefling his 
diicourley aad lookiiig up lAto my fa^* 
ther's face, wLch a countenance fpread 
over with fb nauch good-nature ;— — £> 

placid i— — lb fraternal j ib inexpre(^ 

Ebly leader towards him :<-'it penetrated 
my father to his heart : He role up 
haftily from his chair» and feizing hold 
of both my uncle Toly'% hands as he 
fyokc : —Brother Tciy, (add be, — ^I beg 

thy pardon; forgive, I pray thee, 

this raih humour which my mother gave 

me. My dear, dear brother, anfwered 

my uncle Tciy, riling up by my father's 
help, fay no more about itj — you arc 
heartily welcome, had it been ten times 
as much, brother. But 'tis ungenerous, 
replied my father, to hurt any man k 
a brother worfe ; but to hurt a bro- 
ther of (uch gentle manners,«-*ib unpro- 
voking, — and fo unrelenting ; ——'tis 
bafc : B y Heaven, 'tis cowardly. — 
You are heartily welcooie, brother. 
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quoth my uncle Tohyy had it been 

fifty times as much.— — Befides, what 
have I to do, my dear Toiy^ cried my 
father, either with your amufements or 
your pleafuresj unlefs it was in my pow- 
er (which it is not) to increafe thcii^ 
meafure ? 

Brother Shandy, anfwered my un- 
cle Toty, looking wiftfully in his face, 
■ ■ ■ you are much miftaken in this 
point i — for you do increafe my pkafure 
very much, in begetting children for the 
Shandy family at your time of life. — ^Buu 
by that. Sir, quoth Dr. Slop^ Mr. Shandy 
increafes his own. — Not a jot, quoth 
my father, 

CHAP, xxxvm. 

MY brother does it, quoth my un- 
cle Toby, out o( principle.— ' — In 
a faiTiily way, I fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slop. 
— — Pfliaw ! — faid my father, — *tis not 
worth talking of 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

AT the end of the laft chapter, my 
father and my uncle Toby were left 
both ftanding, like Brutus and Cajfius at 
the clofe of the fcene, making up their 
accounts. 

As my father fpoke the three laft 

words, he fat down s — my uncle Toby 

exaftly followed his example, only, that 
before he took his chair, he rung the 
bell, to order Corporal Trinty who was in 
waiting, to ftep home for Stevinus : — my 
uncle Toby's houfe being no farther ofF 
than the oppofite fide of the way. 

Some men would have dropped the 

fubjeft of Stevinus ; but my uncle 

Toby had no refentment in his heart, and 
Tie went on with the fubjeft, to Ihew my 
father that he had none. 

Your fudden appearance. Dr. Slopy 
quoth my uncle, refuming the difcourfe, 
inftantly brought Stevinus into fliy head; 
(My father, you may be fure, did not 
offer to lay any more wagers upon Ste^ 
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vinus's head.) Becaufe/ continued my 

uncle Toby J the celebrated failing chariot, 
which belonged to Prince Maurice^ and 
was of fuch wonderful contrivance and 
velocity, as to carry half a dozen people 
thirty German miles, in 1 don't know how 

few minutes, was invented by Ste^ 

vinusy that great mathematician and en- 
gineer. 

You might have fpared your fervant 
the trouble, quoth Dr. Slop (as the fel- 
low is lame) of going for Sfevinus*$ ac- 
count of it, becaufe in my return from 
Leyden thro' the Hague, I walked as far 
as Schevlingj which is two long miles, on 
purpofe to take a view of it. 

— That's nothing, replied my uncle 
Toby, to what the learned Peirejkius did, 
who walked a matter of five hundred 
miles, reckoning from Paris to Schevlingj 
and from Schevling to Paris back again, 
in order to fee it,— and nothing elfe. 
. Some men cannot bear to be out-gone. 
•. The more fool PeireJkiuSy replied Dr. 
Slop. But mark, 'twas out of no con* 
Icmgt.Qf PiireJHus, at. all i r— ■ but that 
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PefreJUwfs indefatigable labour in fmdg^ 
ing fo far on foot, out of love for the 
fcicnccs, reduced the exploit of Dr. Sl^, 
in that affair, to nothing: — the more 
fool Peirejkiusy faid he again.— Why fo ? 
—replied my father, taking his brother's 
part, not only to make reparation as faft 
as he could for the infuk he had given 
him, which fat ftill upon my father's 
mind j— — but partly, that my fiither be- 
gan really to intereft himiclf in the di£- 

courfe.— Why ft> ? faid he. Why 

is Peirejkiusy or any man elfe, to be atmled 
for an appetite for that, or any other 
morfel of found knowledge : For not- 
withftanding I know nothing of the cha- 
riot in queftion, continued he, the in- 
ventor of it muft have had a vttj mt* 
chanical head ; and tho' I cannot guefi 
upon what principles of p^tloibf^y he has 
atchieved it ; — ^yet certainly his macbine 
has been conftrudted upon folid onesy 
be they what they will, or it eould not 
have anfwered at the rate my bfotber 
mentions. 

It anfwercdi replied my uade SUj^r » 
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Wfll, if not better j for, as Peirejkius ele- 
gantly exprejSes it, fpeaking of the velo- 
city of its motion, Tarn citus eraty quam 
irat ventus ; which, unlefs I have forgot 
my Latin, is, fbat it was as fmfi as the 
mnd it/elf. 

But pray, Dr. Slops quoth my father, 
interrupting my uncle (tho' not without 
begging pardon for it, at the fanie time) 
upon what principles was this felf-iame 
chariot fet a-going ?— Upon very pretty 
principles to be fure, replied Dr. Slop:-^ 
And I have often wondered, continued 
he, evading the queftion, why none of 
our gentry, who live upon large plains 
like this of ours,— (efpecially they whofc 
wives are not paft child-bearing) at- 
tempt nothing o( this kind ; {ot it would 
not only be infinitely expeditious upon 
fudden calls, to which the fex is fubjeft» 
— if the wind only ferved,— but would 
be excellent good hufbandry to make uie , 
of the winds, which coft nothings and 
which eat nothing, rather than horfes, 
which (the devil take 'em) both coft and 
cat a great deal* . . 
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For that very reafon, replied my fatheiV 
" Bccaufe they coft nothing, and becaufe 
^* they eat nothing," — the fcheme is bad ; 
«— -it is the confumption of our prod^ds^ 
as well as the manufactures of tl^m^ 
which gives bread to the hungry, circu- 
lates trade, — -* brings in money, and fup- 
ports the value of our lands j — and tho', 
I own^ if I was a Prince, I would gene* 
roufly recompenfe the fcientifick head 
which brought forth fuch contrivances ; 
•r-yet I would as peremptorily fupprels 
the ufe of them* 

My father here liad got into his ele* 

ment, and was going on as prolper- 

oufly with his difTertation upon trade, as 
my uncle ^oby had before, upon his of 
fortification -, — but to thelois of much 
found knowledge, the deflinies in the 
morning had decreed that no diflertation 
of any kind ihould be fpun by my father 
that day, ■ "for as he opened his mouth 
; po begin the next fentence. 
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CHAP, XL. 

IN popped Corporal Trim with Stevi- 
nus : — But 'twas too late, — all the 
difcourfe had been exhaufted without 
hiiTij and was running into a new chan- 
nel. 

— You may take the book home again. 
Trim, faid my uncle Tofy, nodding to 
him. 

But prithee. Corporal, quoth my fa- 
ther, drolling, — look firft into it, and fee 
if thou canft fpy aiight of a failing cha- 
riot in it» 

Corporal Trim, by being in the fervice, 
had learned to obey, — -and not to rc- 
monitrate i^^— fo taking the book to a 
fide- table, and rufining over the leaves s 
An' pleafe your Honourj faid Trim^ I can 
fee no fuch thing ; — however^ continued 
the Corporal, drolling a little in his turn, 
I'll make fure work of it, an' pleafe your 
Honour i — fo taking hold of the twQ 
covers of the book, one in each hand^ 
and letting the leaves fail down^ at he 

VOL. u V 
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bent dii covert backi ho gave d^ book 
A good (bund Ihake. 

There ii fotnething falling out^ hofr* 
cvefi faid 7Wa»» an' pleafe your Honouri 
— ^t it ia nor a charioii or any thing 
like one ;•—> PrUheei Corporal, faid my 
fa(hcr» Imilingi what ii it then ?^ I 
think* aniwered Trim, (looping to take 
it up>— ^•tii more like a fcrtnon i " 
for It begins with a text of fcripture^ and 
the chapter and verfe » — » and then goes 
•«! not aa a chariot* but like a iermon 
dtraaiy* 

The company fmUed. 

I cannot conceive how it ii pofliblc, 
quoth my uncle T9iyf for fuch a thing aa 
a I'eniHNi to have got into my Sievinus* 

I think 'tia a fermon, repli(|d Trim itt- 
but if It pleafe your Honours, as it is a 
lair hand* I will read you a page i — « for 
fVtMi you muft knoW) loved tt hear him- 
felf read almoft as well as talk. 

T hdVYt ever a (Irong propenfity, faid 
my fdtheri to look into things which 
emii my way» by fuch ftrango fatalities 
4|a theiil irHittd as we kave nothing bet- 



i^ to do, at kaft till Oiadiab gets backj 
1 ihall be obliged to ymi> brother, if Dr* 
Slop has no cbjeftion to itj to order the 
Of poral to give us d page of rvm of it^ 
^^if he is as able to do It^ ft he feettis 
willing* An' pleafe yotir Hohour, ^vKHtk 
Trim, I officiated two whole campaSgns^ 
in Flanders, as clerk to the chaplain df 
the regiment^*— — He can read it, qtioth 
my uncle Tdiy, as Well I can,— — STrnw^ 
1 affure yoti, was the beft fcholar in my 
company, and ihould hare had the ntkt 
halberd, but for the poor ftUow'i mis- 
fortune* Corporal Srim laid his hand 
Upon his hearty and made an humble 
bow to his matter i — - then Uyifig down 
his hat upon the floor, and taking up the 
fermon in his left hand> in order to have 
•his right at libertyi— — he advanced, 
nothing doubting, into the middle of the 
it>om, where he could beft iee> and be 
beft fcen by his audience. 

. » 4 

CHAP. joa. 

•—If you have any ob^eftioft,*- l«d ftff 
fither, addrefling hinifdf to Or. Sbp» 

p a 
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Not in the kaft, replied Dr. Slop^-i^e¥ 
it doies not appear on which fide of thef 
quellion it is wrote ; ■■ -■ it may be a 
compofition of a divine of our church, 
as well ias yours^-^fo that we run equal 

rilques. 'Tis wrote upon neither fide^ 

qudth Trim, (or 'tis only upon Csrtfcienct, 
an' pleafe your Honours* 

Trim's reafon put his audience into 
good-humour, — all but Dr. Shp, who 
turning his head about towards Trim^ 
looked a little angry. 

Begin^ Trim, '— and read diftinf^ly, 
quoth my father.— I will^ an' pleafe your 
Honour, replied the Corporal, making a 
bow, and befpeaking attention with a 
flight morement of his right hand, 

CHAP. XLII. 

*— But before the Corporal begins9 
I mufl: firft give you a defcription of his 

attitude ; othcrwife he will naturally 

ftand repreferited, by your imagination, 
in an uneafy pofturc, — ftiflF,— perpendi- 
culars—dividing the weight of his body 
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equally upon both legs i »his eye fix- 
ed, as if on duty;— his Ipok determined, 
—-clenching the fermon in his left h^d, 
like his firelock. — : — In; a word, you 
would be apt to paint Trimy as if he was 
(landing in his platoon ready for adlion. 
— His attitude was as unlike all tbis as 
you can conceive. 

He flood before them with his body 
fwayed, and bent forwards juft fo far, as 
to make an angle of 85 degrees and a 
half upon the plain of the horizon ;-«- 
which found orators, to whom I addrefs 
this, know very well, to be the true per- 
fuafive angle of incidence -, — in any other 
angle you n)ay talk and preach -, -r- 'tis 
certain ; — and it is done every day s— 
but with what effedl, — I leave the world 
to judge! 

The necefflty of this precife angle of 
8 5 degrees and a half to a mathematical 
cxaftnefs,— — ^does it not fhew us, by the 
way, how the arts and fciencies mutually 
befriend each other ? 

How the duce Corporal Trim, who 
Jl^new not fo much as an acute angle froin 
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im obrufc one, came to hit U fo cxR^ly | 
— ^or whether it wm chance or nature, 
or Bood fcnfc or iinitaiionj Crfc fliall be 
commented upon iti that pun nf the cy- 
clopcdid o(tn% and fciciKo* wliore ihe 
inrtniineritil piirts of the eloquence of the 
fenue, the pul|>it, and the bar, the coflfec- 
houfe, the bed-thainbet, and (uo-fidc, (kU 
under conflderation. 

He flood, ftir I repeat it, to take 

the pifturc of him in at one view, with 
his body fwaycd, and fomcwhat bent for- 
wards,— hUright-Iegfjom >indcrhim,fuf- 
lainingfeven-cighths of his whole weight, 

the foot of his left leg, the ddfcft 

uf which was no di fid vantage to his at- 
titude, advanced a little, — not laterally, 
nor forward», but in a line betwixt them i 
— his knee bent, hut tliat not violently, 
— bm fo Hi to fall witliin the limit* of 
the line of beauty ;— and I add, of the 
line of fcicnce too ( — for confidcr, tc Uad 
one eighth part of his body to bear upi 
— fo that in this cafe the pofition of the 
lci( is determined, — becaufc the foot 
could be no larthcr »lvaaced| or the knco 
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moicv bent, thatn -what would allo^ him> 
mechanicaUy^ to icceiye an eighth part 
of his whole weight under it, an4 to ear- 
ly it too. 

f^ This I recommend to painters :— 
need I add,'— to orators ! — I think not $ 
for unlefs they praftifc it, -^' m they 
muft fall upon their nofes. 

So much for Corporal Trim^s body and 
legs. — —He held the fermon loofely, not 
carelefsly, in his left hand, raifed fomc^ 
thing above his ftomach, and detached 
^ little from his breaft 5 his right- 
arm falling negligently by his fide, as 
nature and the laws of gravity ordered 

it, but with the palm of it open and 

turned towards his audience, ready to aid 
the fentiment in cafe it ftpod in need. 

Corporal Trim'$ eyes and the mufcle^ 
of his face were ii\ full harmony witt 
the other parts of him ^ — he looked 
frank, — unconftrained, — fbmething a(^ 
furcd,— but not bordering upon affyr^ 
ance. 

Let not the critic aflc how Corporal 
f rim could come by all thi». — — I've 

P4 
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told hMi-it ihouU be expUined ^-^but fo 
ht flood before nqr father, my uncle Sfin 
ijr, ind Dr. SUff^^fo fwayed his body^ 
fo cootrafted bis limbs, and with fuch aa 
<Hratorical fwcep throughout the whole 
figure, . — a ftatuary might have mor 
deiled frona it ; nay, I doubt whe- 
ther the oldeft Fellow of a CoUegej-^ 
or the Hiirew Profeilbr himfelf could 
have much mended it. 

Trim made a bow, and read as fol- 
lows: 

The S E R M O N. 
Hebrews xiii, i8. 

For we truft we b(ive a 
good Confcience. 

" ri^Ruft ! Truft we have a good 

** X confcience !" 

[Certainly, Trim^ quoth my father, in- 
terrupting him, you give that fentcncc a 
very improper accent; for you curl up 
your nofe, man, and read it with fuch a 
fneering tone, as if the Parfop was goin^ * 
(o abufe the Apoftle* 



He is, an' pleafe yoifir Honour, repliccl 
^rim. Pogh ! faid my ftdiCT, fifniling, 

Sifj quoth Dr. Slop, Triin is certainly 
in the right j for the writer (who I p«--. 
ceive is a Proteftant) by the fnappifli 
manner in which he take^ up the apoftle, 
is certainly going to abufe him ;— if this 
treatment of hini has not done it already. 
But from whence, replied my father, have 
you concluded fo foon, Dr, Slop, that 
the writer is of our church ?— for aught 
I can fee yet,— he may be of any church* 
Becaufc, anfwcred Dr. Slop, if he 
was of ours, — he durft no more take fuch 
^ licence, — than a bear by his beard :— p 
If, in our communion. Sir, a man w^s to 

infult an apoftle, a faint, '—or even 

the paring of a faint's nail, — he would 
have his eyes fcratched out. — What,' by 
the faint ? quoth my uncle Toiy. No, re- 
plied Dr. Slop, he would have an old 
houfe over his head. Pray is the Inqui- 
fition an ancient building, anfwered my 
uncle Toby, or is it a modern one ? — I 
know nothing of architcfture, replied 
Pr, S lop, -^ An' pleafe your P^onoursj^ 



sr8 THk htn Mnt> 0PVKtoiK% 

quo^Pfrifih thsR Inqmfition is tbe/tileft 
----•^Pridiee fpve di^ defcriptkm, Trim, 
Iluice the very name of it, £ud my fa- 
^er<r-^Ko matter for that, anfweted Dr^ 
Ab^,-*-it haa its ufes i for tho' Fm na 
great advocate fbr it, yec, in fuch a cafe 
as this, he would foon be taught better 
manners i and I can tdl him, if he went 
on at that rate, would be flung into the 
Inquiiition for his pains. God help him 
thoR, quoth mj uncle fiiy. Amen, 
iddtd ffim -, for Heaven above knows, 
I have 9 poor brother who has been four-^ 
tseen years a captive in it.— I never heard 
one word of it before, faid my uncle 
Sriiy, haftily; — How came he there, 
JTriVr^— O, Sir 1 the ftory will make 
your heart bleed,— as it has made mine 
a thoufand times i— but it is too long to 
be told now ;.— your Honour fhall hear it 
from firft to laft ibme day when 1 ^ am 
working befide you in oyr fortifica- 
tions i-^but the ihort of the ftory irthis; 
—That my brother Torn went over a fcr- 
vant to L/^ir,— and then married a^ Jew's 
widow, who kept a fipall ihop, and fold 



&uf4ge3> wbiah fomdioviOF a|ili4f>< tri^ 
the cauie of hU being taken ini'Dte49u4- 
dle of the night can: of his bcoU wbef« 
he was lying with his wife andtwofmall 
children, and carried diredly to the In- 
quifition, where, God help him, continu- 
ed Trim^ fetching a figh fronvtbe bottom 
of hi$ heart, — the poor honeft }ad lie$ 
confined at this hour; he was as honeft a 
foul, added Tr/ni^ (pulling out hb hanid^ 
kerchief) as ei^r blood warmed.— ^--i* 

—The tears trickled down ^rim^s 
cheeks^ falter tha^i he could welt wipe 
them away.-— A dead filence in: the foom 
enfued for feme minnces.-— Cenft'm proof 
of pity! ^ 

Come, Trttn, quoth mj father, after 
he faw the poor fellow's grief had got a 
little vent, — retd on,— -and put this loe- 
lancholy ftory out of tl^y head :*-*! grieve 
that I interrupted thee; but prithee -be- 
gin the fermon «gain ir^ibr if the firft 
fentence in it is matter of i^nife, as diou 
iayeft, I have a great defire to know 
what kind of provocation the apoftlf has 
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Corporal Trim wiped his face^ oqj^ re« 
tiirned his handkerchief into his pocket, 
and, making a bow as he did itj-<-he.be- 
gan again*] 

The S E R M O N^ 

Hebrews xiii. i8. 

■ ■ For we truft we have a good Con^ 

fcience^"^ 

' 'TT^ RUST! truft we have a good 
* X confcience ! , Surely if there is 
^ any thing ip this life which a man 
^ may depend upon> and to the know* 
^ ledge of which he is capable of arriv* 
' ing upon the moft indifputable evi- 
^ dence, it muft be this very thing,— 
^ whether he ha$ a good confcience of 

no. 

[I am pofitive I am right, quoth Dr« 
SlopJ] 

^' If a man thinks at all, he cannot well 
** be a ftranger to the true ftate of this 

*^ account i he muft be privy to his 

^^ own thoughts and defires i — ^he muft 

^ retneiQber his paft purfui^s^ and know. 
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^^ tirfyxnly the true QxringS and mrt'tives, 
*' which, in general, have governed the 
'^ aftions of his life.^ 

[I defy him, without an aiTiftant, quoth 
Dr. Slop.] . ... 

In other matters we may be deceiv- 
ed by falfe appearances ; and, as the 
wife man complains, hardly do weguefs 
aright at the things that are upon the 
earthy and with labour do we find the 
things that are before us. But here the 
^' mind has all the evidence and fads 

** within herfelf J is confcious of the 

'^ web fhe has wove ; — — knows its 
*' texture and finenefe, and the exaft 
*^ fliare which every paffion has had in 
*^ working upon the feveral defigns 
*' which virtue or vice has planned be- 
" fore her." 

[The language is good, and I declare 
Trim reads very well, quoth my father.] 
*' Now, — * as confcience is nothing 
^' elfe but the knowledge which the 
^^ mind has within herfelf of this % and 
^^ the judgment^ either of approbation 
^' or ceafur^ which it unavoidably makes 
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« upon the foccelfivt aftions of otif 
" lives 5 'tis plain you will fay^ from die 
•* very terms of the propofition,— when-* 
■* ever this inward teftinrwny goes a- 
■^ gainft a man> and he ftands felf-ac- 
** cufcdj — ^that he muft neceffarily be a 
" guilty man. — And, on the contrary, 
•* when the report is favourable on his 
•* fide, and his heart condemns him 
•* not : — that it is not a matter of /nj/?, 
** as the apoftle intimates, but a mattcf 
*' of ctrtaiHty and faft, that the con* 
" fcience is good, and that the man muft 
" be good alfo." 

[Then the apoftle is altogether iit the 
wrong, I fuppofe, quoth Dn Skp^ and 
the Proteftant divine is ill the right. Sir^ 
have patience, replied my father, for t 
think it will prefently appear that St^ 
Paul and the Proteftant di^ne are both 
of ah opinion. — Alt nearly fe, qdodi Dh 
Stop^ as eaft is to t^ft^r-*but-thisi eon' 
tinned he, lifting bodi' hands^ ComeS 
from the liberty of thcprefi^ 

It is nomorei at the worft^ replied mf^ 
tmde'Tfil^, than the fibcrcf of tfat pul« 
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pit I fiar it docs not. J^peaf that th(t.;(er<^ 
mon is priated, or ever likely to be« r • 
Go jon> 2>«»^ quoth my father.} , 
'^ At firfl fight this 4Kiay feem to be a 
'^ true date of the cafe; and I make no 
doubt but the knowledge of right and 
wrong is fb truly in^prefled upon ;ho 
*' mind of man^-^that-didnofuch th^g 
'' ever happen^ as that the confcieji^ce 
^^ of a man^ by long habits of fin^ i^ighc 
" (as the fcripture affures itmay)'infen-^ 
fibly become hard;-^and^ Uloe fbme 
tender parts of his body, by much 
ftrefs and continual hard ufage,. lofe 
^^ by degrees that i^iceienfe and percep- 
^^ tion with which Qod and nature en« 
ff dowed it : — Did this never happen 1 
*^ —or was it certain that felf-love could 
*f never l^aog ^Kc leaft bias upoa the 
^K judgment i^-«K>r that the little i^tqfefiis 
5f<4)elf^w cpul4 ^% up and petplqt the 
t^ fiiculties.of. our^upper reg^onsy a^ 
^*^ .enpon^pafs them i^ut with ^mdfi 
'^ andtnickda|tkQ|efs>r-'-^ovldi)oiuch 
i^V.thuig .as faypuraml affedi9ii efter 
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t 

*' to take a bribe in it ; — or was alhamcfd 
'^ to Ihew its face as an advocate for an 
*^ unwarrantable enjoyment: Or, laftly^ 
*' Were we affured that Interest flood 
always unconcerned whilft the caufe 
was hearing, — and that Paflion nevei* 
got into the judgment-feat, and prd- 
'^ nounced fentence in the ftead of Rea- 
" foil, which is fuppofed always to pre- 
fide and determine upon the cafe : — - 
Was this truly fo, as the obje&ion milft 
fuppofe ; — no doubt then the religioiis 
*' and moral ftate of a man would be 
*' exa6Uy what he himfelf efteemed it ; 
— and the guilt or innocence of every 
man's life could be known, in gene- 
ral, by no better meafure, than the 
degrees of his own approbation and 
*^ cenfurc. 

" I own, in one cafe, whenever a 
*^ man's confcience does accufe him (as 
*' it feldom errs on that fide) that he is 
guilty s and unlefs in melancholy and 
hypocondriac cafes^ we may fafely pro« 
nounce upon it, that there is always^ 
fufficient grounds for the accufiuion. 
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** But the converfe of the propofition 
will not hold true ; — namely, that 
whenever there is guilt, the confcience 
muil accufe ; and if it does not, that a 
man is therefore innocent.— *— This 
is not faft ' 'So that the ctoimon 
confolation which fome good chriilian 
or other is hourly adminiftering to 
himfelf,— ^that he thanks God his mind 
does not mifgive him ; and that, con- 
fequently, he has a good confciencCi 
becaufe he hath a quiet one, .— is faK 
lacious i — and as current as the infe-^ 
rence is, and as infallible as the rule 
appears at firft fight, yet when you 
look nearer to it, and try the truth 
of this rule upon plain: fa6ts, — ■ ■ you 
fee it liable to fo much error from 

a falfe application; the principle 

upon which it goes fo often perverted ; 
the whole force of it loft, and 
fometimcs fo vildy caft away, that it 
is painful to produce the common ex- 
amples from human life, whidi con- 
firm the account. '' ' 
" A* man* fliall be yicious and itttcrly 

VOL. I, Q^ 
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" debauched in his principles j— cxccp- 
«* tionablc in his conduft to the world ; 
*« Jhall live fliainelcfs, in the open com- 
** million of a fin which no reafon or pre- 

" tence can juftify,- a fin by which, 

" contrary to all the workings of huma- 
nity, he Ihall ruin forever the deluded 
partner of his guilt ; —rob her of her 
" beft dowry i and not only cover her 
" own head with di (honour 1 — but in- 
" volve a whole virtuous family in (hame 
" and forrow for her fake. Sttrely, you 
" will think confcience mull lead fuch 
" a man a troublefome life 1— he can 
" have no reft night or day from its re- 
" proachcs. 

" Alas! Conscience had fomcthing 
^* cHc to do all this time, than break in 
" upon him i as Elijah reproached the 
" god 5/7^//,-— this domeftic god was 
" either talkin^^ or furfuing^ or was in a 
" journey^ or peradventure be Jlept and 
** could not be awoke. 

•* Perhaps Hi- was gone out in com- 
^< pany with Honour to fight a duel ; 
" to pay off fome debt at play i— or 
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*^ dirty annuity, the bargain of his luftj 
Perhaps Conscience afl this time 
was engaged at home, talking aloud 
againfl petty larceny, and executing 
vengeance upon fome fuch puny crimes 
" as his fortune and rank of life fecured 
^^ him againft all temptation of com- 
*' mittingi fo that he lives as merrily" 
— — [If he was of our church, tho', 
fjuoth Dr. Slop, he could not]-r"fleeps 
*' as foundly in his bed; — and at lafl: 
** meets death as unconcernedly i — ^per- 
^' hap$ much more fo, than a much bet-* 
** ter man." 

{All this is iojpoffible with us, quoth 
Dr. Slop, turning to ipy father^ — the 
cafe could not happen in our church»*-^t 
happens in ours, however, replied my fa- 
ther, but too often.— I own, quoth Dr^ 
Slop, (ftruck a little with my father's 
frank acknowledgment) — that a nun in 
the iJ^i»(/i& church may live as badly i 
—but then he cannot eafily die fo.— — 
'Tis liule matter, replied my father, 
with an air of ipdifi€rence>-rhow a rafcai 

0^2 
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dies. — I mean, anfwcred Dr. Slap^ he 
would be denied the benefits of the laft 
facramcnti.— Pray how many have you 
in all> faid my uncle 71^^,— for I al- 
ways forget ? Seven, anfwered Dr. 

Slop. Humph ! — faid my uncle Tobyi 

tho^ not accented as a note of acquief- 
ccncc, — but as an inteijeftion of that par- 
ticular fpecies of furprize, when a man 
in looking into a drawer, finds more of a 
thing than he expefted. — Humph! re- 
plied my uncle ^oby. Dr. Sl^p^ who had 
an ear, underftood my uncle Toby as well 
as if he had wrote a whole volume againft 
the feven facramcnts.—— Humph ! re- 
plied Dr. Slopy (dating my uncle toby's 
argument over again to him)— -Why, 
Sir, are there not feven cardinal virtues ? 
——Seven mortal fins ?-— r-Seven golden 
candlefticks ?— — Seven heavens ? — 'Tis 
ftiore than I know, replied my uncle 
Toby. Are there not feven wonders 
of the world ? Seven days of the cre- 
ation ? — Seven planets ? — — Seven 
plagues?— That there are, quoth my 
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father with a moft afFefted gravity. But 
prithee, continued he, go on with the 
reft of thy charafters, Trim.'] 

" Another is fordid, unmerciful," (here 
Trim waved his right hand) " a ftrait- 
hearted, felfilh wretch, incapable either 
of private friendlhip or public fpirit. 
Take notice how he pafles by the wi- 
dow and orphan in their diftrefs, aiid 
" fees all the mifcries incident to human 
" life without a figh or a prayer." [An* 
pleafc your honours, cried Trim, I think 
this a viler man than the other.] 

" Shall not confcience rife up and 

^^ fting him on fuch occafions ? No j 

" thank God there i3 no occafion, I pay 
every man bU 0wn 5 — / have no fornica-- 
tion tp anfwer to my confcience i — no 
faitblefs vows or promifes to makf up}^^ 
" / have debaficbed no mw's wife or cbild i 
" tbank God, I am not as other men, aduU 
" terersy unjuft, or even (is this libertine, 
who Jiands before me. 
A third is crafty and defigning in 
" his nature. View his whole lifci— 
^^ 'tis ngthipg but a cunning cgntextur? 

<t3 
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"^ of iark ars and ttosqaitable fiibtcr^ 
'^ ftig?»i rrai'ciy no dcfiac the true intent 

** -if lil kpwi, pbB:n-<feaEng and the 

^ {arc sninynrcac a£ our firrcni proper- 
^You w3lfec fact a cac work- 



:C •. 



ing^ ouc a fraxat of lirde defigns upon 
die igncnunot and perplexixses of the 
pnr.r and needr man^ — <hatl r»ie a 
apon t&e EoeA^iueuce of a 



"^ jjcuch, or c&e trafirfpcAiisg ten^per of 
' Ins ^.cnd, w^ wookt hsfe tmfted 

* bini witlx His LtbT", 

*' When oSd age cotncg on, and lepen- 
^ ancs dlls Jdm co Book iHKk npon 
** this black acconnt, and ftatt it over 
** igain: wrdi Elb conference — ' Cow^ 

* scrsN-Ci looK^ LiCD the Statctes at 
'^ La^ci r — 6iids no exprtb Um broken 
'' by what he fcas done ; — perceivci no 

reiralrr cr fcrfcrnrrc of mods and 
charrsia incurred ; — Utt^ no fcoargc 
** wavirng: over hia feead, or priibn open- 
"^ L-!g: hi5 sates trpon him: — What is 
•' there to iSE^'iaht his confcience? — 
" Conscience has got fafely entrenched 
** behind the Letter of the Law; fits 
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"" there invulnerable, fortified with Cafe0 
" and JHepoftjS fo ftrongly on all fides; 
** — that it is not preaching can difpof- 
" fcfs it of its hold.*' 

[Here Corporal Trim and my uncle 
Toky exchanged looks with each other.— r 
Aye, aye. Trim ! quoth my uncle Tol^y, 

ihaking his head, •^— thefe are but 

forry fortifications. Trim. O ! very 

poor work, anfwered 7r/w, to what your 

Honour and I make of it. The cha- 

rafter of this laft man, faid Dr. Slop, in- 
terrupting Trim, is more deteftable than 

all the reft i and feems to have been 

taken from fome pettifogging Lawyer 
amongft you : — • Amongft us^ a man's 
confcience coul^ not pofllbly continue fo 

long blindedy three times in a year, 

at leaft, he muft go to confeffion. Will 
that reftore it to fight ? quoth my uncle 
Toby. — —Go on, Trim^ quoth my fa- 
ther, or Ohadiah will have got back be- 
fore thou haft got to the end of thy fer- 

mon. 'Tis a very Ihort one, replied 

f7r/Vw.— — I wifli it was longer, quoth my 

0^4 
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uncle To^y for I like it hugely. — Trim 
went on.] 

" A fourth man (hall want even this 
refuge i — (hall break through all their 
ceremony of flow chicane jrr— fcorns 
" the doubtful workings of fecret plots 
^' and cautious trains to bring about his 
*' purpofe ! — — See the bare-faced vil- 
*' lain, how he cheats, lies, perjures, 
*^ robs, murders ! — Horrid ! — But indeed 
^^ much better was not to be expected, 
" in the prefent cafe — the poor man 

" was in the dark ! -—his prie(t had ^ 

" got the keeping of his confcie^ce i— 
*' — and all he would let ^him know of 
*^ it, was. That he muft believe in the 
Pope ; — go to Mafs j— crofs himfelf 1 
• — tell his beads } — be a good Ca- 
tholic, and that this, in all confcience, 
was enough to carry him to heaven. 
What 5 — if he perjures ! — ^Why ; — he 
" had a mental refervation in it. — But 
" if he is fo wicked and abandoned a 
*^ v/retch as you reprefent him^ — if he 
^^ robs, — if he (labs, will not confcience^ 
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** on every fuch aft, receive a wound 
'' itfelf ? — Aye, — but the man has car- 

** ried it to confeflion ; the wound 

'* digefts there, and will do well enough, 
^^ and in a fliort time be quite healed 
** up by abfolution. O Popery ! what 

" haft thou to anfwer for? when, 

not content with the too many natu- 
ral and fatal ways, thro' which the 
" heart of man is every day thus trea- 
** cherous to itfelf above all things ;— 
** thou haft wilfully fet open the wide 
'* gate of deceit before the face of this 
^* unwary traveller, too apt, God knows, 
" to go aftray of himfelfj and confidently 
^' fpeak peace to himfclf, when there is 
'^ no peace. 

" Of this the common inftances which 
^' I have drawn out of life, are too noto- 
rious to require much evidence. If 
any man doubts the reality of them, 
** or thinks it impoflible for a man to be 
^* fuch a bubble to himfelf, — I muft re- 
*' fer him a moment to his own reflec- 
^^ tions, and will then venture to truft 
^^ my appeal with hi? own heart. 
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*^ Let him confider in how different a 
" degree of deteftation, numbers of wic- 
*' ked aftions ftand there, tho' equally 
*' bad and vicious in their own natures ; 
*^ — he will foon find, that fuch of them 
as ftrong inclination and cuftom have 
prompted him to commit, are gene- 
rally drcffed out and painted with all 
*' the falfe beauties which a foft and 
*' a flattering hand can give them; — 
and that the others, to which he feels 
no propenfity, appear, at once, naked 
** and deformed, furrounded with all the 
'* true circumftances of folly and dif- 
*' honour. 

** When David furprized Saul fleeping 
*' in the cave, and cut off the fkirt of 
*^ his robe — we read his heart fmotc 
" him for what he had done : — — But 
*^ in the matter of Uriah, where a faith- 
** ful and gallant fervant, whom he ought 
*' to have loved and honoured, fell to 
^* make way for his luft, — where con- 
** fcience had fo much greater reafon to 
*' take the alarm, his heart fmote him 
♦* not. A whole year had alnioft paffed 
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" from the firft commiflion of that crime, 
" to the time Nathan was fent to re- 
*' prove him ; and we read not once of 
" the leaft forrow or compunftion of 
^' heart which he teftified, during all that 
** time, for what he had done. 

*' Thus confcience, this once able mo- 

*^ nitor, placed on high as a judge 

" within us, and intended by our Maker 
as a juft and equitable one too, — by 
an unhappy train of caufes and impe- 
diments, takes often fuch imperfeft 
^* cognizance of what pafles, — — does 
its office fo negligently,—— fometimes 
fo corruptly, — that it is not to be 
^* trufted alone; and therefore we find 
** there is a neceffityi an abfolute necef- 
^* fity, of joining another principle with 
** it, to aid, if not govern, its detemrrina- 
*^ tions. 

^* So that if you would form ajuftjudg- 
" ment of what is of infinite importance 
^^ to you not to be mifled in, — namely, 
^' in what degree of real merit you ftand 
** either as an honed man, an ufcftil ci- 
*f tizen, a faithful fubjeft to your king, 



cc 
cc 
cc 



cc 

cc 






236 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 

*^ or a good fervant to your God,— — 
*^ call in religion and morality. — Look, 
" What is written in the law of God? 

** How readeft thou ? -— Confult 

** calm reafon and the unchangeable ob- 
** ligations of juftice and truth; — — 
•* what fay they ? 

*^ Let Conscience determine the mat- 

^^ ter upon thefe reports ; and then 

if thy heart condemns thee not, which 
is the cafe the apoftle fuppofes, ■ 
•* the rule will be infallible ;" — [Here 
Dr. Slop fell afleep] — " thou wilt have 

*' confidence towards God; that is, have 

" juft grounds to believe the judgment 
thou haft paft upon thyfelf, is the 
judgment of God; and nothing elfe 
but an anticipation of that jighteous 
fentence which will be pronounced 
upon thee hereafter by that Being, to 
^^ whom thou art finally to give an ac- 
*^ count of thy aftions. 

*' Blejfed is the man, indeed, then, as 
** the author of the book of Ecclefiafiicus 
** cxpreffes it, who is not pricked with the 
*^ multitude of his fins ; Blejfed is the man 



cc 
cc 

€C 
CC 
CC 






OP TRISTRAM SHANDY. 237 

" whofe heart hath not condemned him; 
^^ whether he be rich, or whether he bepoor^ 
if he have a good heart (a heart thus 
guided and informed) he Jhall at all 
*' times rejoice in a chearful countenance ; 
** his mind Jhall tell him more than /even 
" watch-men that Jit above upon a tower 
" on high.''— [A tower has no ftrength, 
quoth my uncle Toby, unlefs 'tis flank'd.] 
— " in the darkeft doubts it fliall con- 
" duft him fafer than a thoufand cafuifts, 
" and give the ftate he lives in, a better 
" fecurity for his behaviour than all the 
** caufes and reftriftions put together, 
" which law-makers arc forced to mul- 
" tiply : — Forced, as I fay, as things 
" (land i human laws not being a matter 
" of original choice, but of pure necef- 
*^ fity, brought in to fence againft the 
** mifchievous efFefts of thofe confciences 
" which are no law unto themfelves; 
" well intending, by the many provi- 
" fions made,— that in all fuch corrupt 
'^ and mifguidcd cafes, where principles 
'^ and the checks of confcience will not 
" make us upright, — to fupply their 
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" force, and, by the terrors of gaoh and 
" halters, oblige us to it." 

[I fee plainly, faid my father, that this 
lermon has been compofed to be preached 
at the Temple,— —K)r at fome Aflize.— 
I like the rcafoning,— and am forry that 
Dr. Slop has fallen adeep before the time 
of his conviftion :~for it is now clear, 
that the Parfon, as I thought at firft, ne- 
ver jnfulted St. Paul in the leaft ;— nor 
has there been, brother, the leaft differ- 
ence between them.— —A great matter, 
if they had differed, replied my uncle 
Toby, — the beft friends in the world may 
differ fometimes.— — ^True,— brother J"^- 
ty, quoth my father, (baking hands with 
him, — we'll fill our pipes, brother, and 
then Trim fhall go on. 

Well,—— what doft thou think of it ? 
faid my father, fpeaking to Corporal Tr/Vw, 
as he reached his tobacco-box. 

I think, anfwered the Corporal^ that 
the feven watch- men upon the tower, 
who, I fuppofe, are all centinels there,— 
are more, an' pleafc your Honour, than 
were ncceffary i — and, to go on at that 
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rate, would harrafs a regiment all to 
pieces, which a cbmmanding officer,^ 
who loves his men, will never do, if he 
can help it, becaufe two centinels, added 
the Corporal, are as good as twenty. — I 
have been a commanding officer myfelf i 
in the Corps de Garde a hundred times, 
continued Triniy riling an inch higher in 
his figure, as he fpoke, — and all the time 
I had the honour to ferve his Majcfly 
King IVilliamj in relieving the moft con- 
fiderable pofts, I never left more than 

two in my life. Very right, Trim^ 

quoth my uncle T*obyy — but you do not 
confider, 5r/w, that the towers, in So^ 
lemon's days, were not fpch things as our 
baftions, flanked and defended by other 
works ; — this, Trim^ was an invention 
fince Solomon's death ; nor had they horn- 
works, or ravelins before the curtin, in 

his time j or fuch a foflfe as we make 

with a cuvette in the mitidlc of it> and 
with covered ways and counterfcarps pal- 
lifadoed along it, to guard againft a Coup 
de main :— So that the fevcn men upon 
the tower were a party, I dare fay, from 
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the Corps de GardCf fct cherc^ not onlv 
to look out, but to defend it. — They 
could be no more, an' plcafe your Ho- 
nour, than a Corporal's Guard. — My fa- 
ther fmiled inwardly, — but not outward- 
ly }— the fubjedt being rather too ferious^ 
coufulcring what had happened, to make 
a jell of.— So putting his pipe into his 
mouch, which he had juft lighted, — he 
contented himfclf with ordering Trim to 
read on. He read on as follows :] 

" To have the fear of God before our 
^* eyes, and, in our mutual dealings with 
•• each other, to govern our aftions by the 
** eternul meafures of right and wrong : 
** — 'I'hc ftrft of thefe will comprehend 
•< the duties of religion ; — the fecond^ 
** thole of morality, which are fo infe- 
*' j>arably conneftctl together, that you 
** cannot divide thefe two tables^ even in 
** imagination, (tho' the attempt is of* 
*• ten made in pradlice) without break- 
^' ing and mutually deflroying them 
«' both. 

^^ I laid the attempt is often made i 
•• and fo it is j«*— there being nothing 
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^^ more common than to fee a man who 
" has no fenfe at all of religion, and in- 
'* deed has fo much honefly as to pre- 
" tend to none, who would take it as 
the bittereft affront, Ihould you but 
hint at a fufpicion of his moral charac- 
ter,—- — or imagine he was not confci- ' 
entioufly juft and fcrupulous to the ut* 
termd^mite. k ^.. 

" When IKere is fome appearance that 
it is fo, — tho' ififte is unwilling even to 
fufpeft the appearance of lb amiable 
a virtue as moral honefly, yet were we 
to look into the grounds of it> in the 
prefent cafe, I am perfuaded we (hould 
" find little reafon to chvy fuch a one 
*^ the honour of his ntotivc* 

" Let him declaim as pompoufly as 
*' he choofes upon the fubjeft, it will be 
*^ found to reft upon no better foun* 
^^ dation than either his intereft^ his 
pride, his eafe, or fome fuch little 
and changeable pafTion as will give us 
but.fmall dependance upon his adions 
in matters of great diftrefs*. 
I will illuArate this by an example. 

VOL. I. R 
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^' I know the banker I deal within or 
^^ the phyfician I ufually call in»'*'— 
[There is no need, cried Dr. Slap^ (wak- 
ing) to call in any phyfician in this cafe] 
— — " to be neither of them nien of 
^* much religion : I hear them make a 
•* jeft of it every day, and treat all its 
^' fandtions with U^ much fcorn, as to 
<^ put the matter paft doube. f Well ;— - 
*^ notwithftgnding this, I put my fortune M 
^' into the hands of till one ;— --and what 
** is dearer ftill to me, I truft my life to 
<* the honed fkill of the oth#. 

^^ Now let me examine what is my 
'• reafon for this great confklencc. Why, 
^* in the frrfl place, I believe there is no 
'^ probability that cither of them will 
" employ the ppwer I jnit into their 
'^ hands to my difadvantagei-—! confi* 
*• der that honefty fcrves the purpofes of 
" this life : — I know their fuccefs in the 
" world depends upon the faimefs of 
" their charafters. — In a word, Tm per- 
** fuaded that they cannot hurt me with- 
" out hurting themfelvcs more. 

" But put it otherwifc> namely, that 
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*' intereft lay, for once> on the other 
fide i that a cafe fhould happen^ where* 
in the one, without ftain to his repu- 
tation, could fecrete my fortune^ and 
" leave me naked in the world; — or 
*^ that the other could fend mc out of it, 
^^ and enjoy an eftate by my dcath> with- 
^' out dilhonour to himfelf or his art :— 
^^ In thisxaie> what^hgld have I of ei^ 
" thcrofthem? — ReligionilJieftronge^ 
*' of all motives, tf o^t of the queilion ; 
— Intereft, the next moft powerful mo- 
tive in tke world, is ftrongly againft 

" me : What have I left to caft 

'^ into the oppofite fc^le to balance this 

temptation ?'——Al^ I I have no-* 
thing,— :»iothij||; ^t what is light- 

" er than a bubble — ~— I muft lye a( 
the mercy of HqjiouRj or fome fuch 
capricious principle —^ Strait fecwity 

'^ for two of the moft valuable blefllngs I 
—my property and myfclf. 
" As, therefore, wc can have no de- 
pendence upon morality without reli- 
gion; — fo, on the other hand^ there 
is nothing better to be expe^fd from 
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** rrhgton without morality ; ncverthc- 
*^ Ids* "ti* no proilijty to Ice a man whofc 
** rrJ moral charAClcr llands very low^ 
** vho ytt entertains the higheft notion 
*^ of himtcir, in the light of a religious 
** man* 

*^ He ihall not onlv be covetous, re- 
** >*enjiefuU in^pUfable, — but even want- 
** ing in points^ of common honefty; yet 
"^^ inaiinxioh a$ he talks aloud againft the 

*' infidelity ul* the age» is zealous 

^^ for ilm^e points of religion,— —goes 
** twice a dav ti> church,— attends the 
** fioranKnrs, — and amufcs himfelf with 
** a few intlrumental parts of religion,— 
^'^ thall cheat hia wnfcience into a judg- 
I' ment. (hat. for ihih he is a religious 
'' n)an« and has difcharg^ tnily his du- 
** tv to (.lod : And vou will find that 
*• iUch a man* through force of this de- 
** lufion* generally looks down with fpi- 
** ritual pride upon every other man 
*• who has lefs atVeCtation of piety, — 
** thouj>,h. perhaps* ten times more real 

** honeitv than himfelf. 

« 

* *• Ttis tik^cifi is a jm nil under the 
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"fun; and I believe, there is no one 

*' miftaken principle, which, for its time, 

* ^^ has wrought more ferious mifchiefs. 

^' For a general proof of this,— 

" examine the hiftory of the Romifb 
" church i"— [Well what can you make 
of that ? cried Dr, Slop] — " fee what 
" fcenes of cruelty, murder, rapine, blood- 
" flied,"— -^[They may thank their own 
obftinacy, cried Dr. Slop] ^^ have all 
" been fandtificd by a religion not ftridly 
*^ governed by morality. 

" In how many kingdoms of the world - 
— [Here 'Trim kept waving his right- 
hand from the fcrmon to the extent of 
his arm, returning it backwards and for-- 
wards to the coocliAion of the para^ 
graph.] \ 

^^ In how many kingdoms of the world 
'^ has the crufading fword of this mif- 
" guided faint-errant, fpared neither age 
** or merit, or fex, or condition ? — andj 
" as he fought under the banners of a 
" religion which fet him loofe from juf- 
^* tice and humanity, he ftiewed nonej 
*' nicrcilefsly . trampled upon both, -^ 

J^ 3 



s«ff m ur> 4irD oPimoirs » 

* hasd Bcidnr the cries of the unfbr* 
« amace, oor pitied their diflicflcs." 

[1 h2f^ been in many a battle, an' 
pfeife ▼Qitt'HocKxir, quoth Trnn, fighing, 
hat arrer in lb melancholy a one as thisi» 
-^ would not have drawn a tricker in it 
againft diefe poor ibok, — —to ha^e been 
fHJinr a general oflfcef , ^ Vhy r what 
doyoQ mi d afta ndof thcaffidr? iatdDr, 
Sb^y looking towards Trtm, with fixne- 
ttiiig mofie oc contempt than the Cor- 
poral's honcft heart dclenned«-«»— — What 
do yoo know, fneiid> about ti^ battle 
yon talk of? — I know, replied Trim, that 
I never refuied ({oarter in my Ufe to any 
man who cried oat for it ; — ■ hot to a 
woman or a duld, eontinaed Trim, be- 
fore I would lev^ my mufkct at them, I 

wooid lole my life a thou&nd times. 

Here'i a crown for diec. Trim, to drink 
with Ohidisb to-night, quodi my uncle 
Ttffyj and HI gire OiuMab another too. 
ble6 your Honour, refdied Trim^ 
•I had ntther theie poor women and 
children haul it. ■ Thou art an honefl: 
fellow^ quqch my und(e T^ij ^ » ' M y fa-' 
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ther nodded his head^ — as much as to hy, 
—and fo he is. 

But prithee, 3>/V», faid my father, make 
an end, — for I fee thou haft blit a leaf or 
two left. 

Corporal Trim read on.] 

** If the teftimony of paft centuries 
" in this matter is not fufficient,— con- 
" fider at this inftant, how the votaries 

of that religion are every day think*- 

ing to do fervice and honour to God^ 

by adions which are a diflionour and 
" fcandal to themfelves. 

" To be convinced of this, go with 
** me for a moment into the prifbns of 
" the Inquifition."— [God help my poor 
brother J>i».]— " Behold Relighn^ with 
** Mercy and Juliet chained down under 
*' her feet,— ^thcrc fitting ghaftly upon 
^' a black tribunal, propped up with 
^' racks and inftruments of torment. 
*' Hark !— hark! what a piteous groaivT* 
•—[Here Trim'% fzizt turned as pale a!s 
aflies.]— — *« See the melancholy wretch 
" who uttered it*'— [Here the tears be- 
gan to trickle down.]— -^'^ juft brought 

1^4 
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"^ asa 33* ci&acrg«> die aaguifh of a mock 
"^ zsiu aCGJCir^ zzjt u:rrx^& pains due 
"^ X T-iorr? 5;;C£S& ot cnxky has been 
^ icftc sa iwccc- ' — [D — n them all, 
raici Trrm^ zii c^ctir returning into 
JMd rjtii IS red as biccd.}— '* Behold this 
- flrirqgii «i*irT» ccuvered up to bis tor- 
'■' rncrcin, — sis body fo wafted with 

•^ iirriw and corjiacnjcnt." [Oh ! 

'cs CTT bcccicr, cried poor 7Wi» in a moft 
paiZoEjre excumadoo, dropping the fer- 
SBoc upca the ground, and clapping his 
hands together — I fear 'tis poor Tom. 
Mv tadiers and my uncle T$by\ heart 
ycamcd w::Ii iVmpachy for the poor fel- 
low's diftrets i even Slop himfelf acknow- 
ledged pity for him. ^Why, TWiw, faid 

my father, this is not a hiftory,— — 'tis 
a termoo thou art reading -, prithee begin 

the icntence again.] " Behold this 

" helplefs vidim delivered up to his 
** tormentors, — his body fo wafted with 
" forrow and confinement, you will fee 
** every nerve and mufcle as it fuffers. 

" Obf'^rve the laft movement of that 
^* horrid engine !" — [I would rather face 
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a cannon, quoth 7r/f», ftaniping.]— •*' See 
*^ what convulfions it has thrown him 

^^ into ! Confidcr the nature of the 

^* pofture in which he now lies ftretched, 
*^ — what exquifite tortures he endures 
*' by it !" — [I hope 'tis not in Portugal.'] 
•— ** 'Tis all nature can bear ! Good 
^^ God i fee how it keeps his weary foul 
*^ hanging upon his trembling lips!" 
[I w(5uld not read another line of iti 
quoth Trimy for all this world ; — I fear, 
an' pleafe your Honours, all this is in 
Portugal, where my poo^brother Tom is: 
I tell thee, Trimy again, quoth my father; 
'tis not an hiftorical account, — 'tis a dc- 
fcription. — 'Tis only a defcription, honeli: 
man, quoth Slop^ there's not a word of 
truth in it, That's another ftory, re- 
plied my father. — However, as Trim 
reads it with fo much concern,'— 'tis cm* 
city to force him to go on with it.— 
Give me hold of the fermon, JTriw,— I'll 
finilh it for thee, and thou may'ft go. I 
muft ftay and hear it too, replied Trsm^ 
if your HonotA* will allow me; — tho' I 
would not read it myfelf for a ColoneFs 
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pgy / Poor Trim ! quoth my uncle 

T^iy. My father went on.]— 

** — — ^onfidcr the nature of the pof- 
** turc in which he now lies ftretchcd,— 
^' what exquifite torture he endures by 
•' it I— Tis all nature can bear ! Good 
^^ God 1 See how it keeps his wearj^foul 
^ hanging upon his tremblitig lips, — 
*' willing to take its leave,——— but not 
" fuffered to depart !— Behold tiftc un- 
^' happy wretch led back to his cell !" 

[Then, thank God, however, quoth 
Trimy they have not killed him.]—" See 
^* him dragged out of it again- to meet 
*' the flames, and the infults in his lad 
** agonies, which this principle,— this 
•' principle, that there can be religion 
^* without mercy, has prepared for him." 

[Then, thank God, he is dead, 
quoth Trinty — he is out of his pain, — and 
they have done their worft at him. — O 
Sirs ! — Hold your peace. Trim, faid my 
father, going on with the fermon, left 
frm fliould incenfe Dr. iS/o^,— ^we fhall 
never have done at this itte.] . 

The furcft way to try the merit 6f 
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*' any difputcd notion is, to trace down 
^^ the confequences fuch a notion has 
^' produced, and dihnpare them with the 
** fpirit of Chriftianity ; ■ !^ is the fliort 
*' and dedfivc rule which our Saviour 
" hath left us, for thefe anil foch like 
" iafes, and it is worth a thoufand ar- 

'* gumcnts By their fruits ye fiall 

^ir know them. 

^^ f will add no farther to the length 
*^ of this femnon, than by two or three 
^' ihort and independent rules deducible 
«* from it, ^ 

**W*>?, Whenever a man talks loudly 
againft religion, always &ipeft chat 
it is not his reaibn, but his paf- 
*' fions, which have got the better of his 
Creed. A bad life and a good be- 
ii^ are diiagreeable and troublelbme 
*^ neighbours, and where they feparate, 
^' depend upon it, 'tis for no other caule 
^' but quietneis fake. 
M- " Secondly, When a man» thus repre- 
*' fented, tells you in any particular in- 
JL ♦' ftance,— -^hat fuch a thing goes 
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^"againft his confcicncc, always be- 

•* licve he means exaftly the fame thing-, 
** as when he tells yiSvL fuch a thing goes 
** againfi hw^ftomach ; — a prcfent want 
** of appetite* ^ing generally the true 
*' caufe of -both. 

*' In a word,— truft that man in fco- 
** thing, who has not a Conscience in 
" every thing. \ 

** And, in your own cafe, remember 
^^ this plain diftin&ion, a miftake in 
** which has ruined thoufands, -*- that 
" your confcience is not a law:— No; 
*' God and reafonmadc the law,** and 
;♦* have placed confcience within you to 
** determine 5 — not, like an AJiatic 
f^ Cadi, according to the ebbs and flows 
5' of his own paflions,-^but like a Bri- 
" tijh judge in this land of liberty tnd 
** good fenfc, who makesi no new law^ 
^^ but faithfully declares that law which 
** he knows already written." 

FINIS, 



A 



Of TRISTRAM SHANDY. ^ 2^^ 

Thou haft read the fermon extremely 
well. Trim, qyoth my father. — If he had 
fpared his comments, replied Dr. Slop^ 
— — he would have read it much better^ 
I fhould have read it t^n times better. 
Sir, anfwered Trim, but that my heart 
was fo full. — That was the very reafon. 
Trim, replied my father, which has made 
thee read the fermon as well as thou 
haft dqpe ; and if the clergy of our church, 
continued' my father, addreffing himfelf * 
to Dr. Slop, would take part in what they 
deliver as deeply as this poor fellow has 
done, — as their compofitions are fine j-— 
[I deny it, quoth Dr. Slop] — I maintain 
it, — that the eloquence of our pulpits, 
with fuch fubjefts to cnflame it, would 
be a model for the whole world : 
But alas ! continued my father, and I 
own it. Sir, with forrow, that, like 
French politicians in this relpeft, what 
they gain in the cabinet they lofe in the 

»? field. *Twere a pity, quoth my uncle, 

that this jhould be loft. I like the fer- 
mon well, replied my father,— ^-^'tis dra- 
n\atick, — and there is fomething in that 
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way of writing, when (kilfuUy managed, 
which catxhc* the attention. ••-— Wc 
preach much in that way with us, iaid 
Dr. Slcp.-^l know that very well, faid 
my faihcr,~~but in a tone and manner 
which difguiled Dr. SUp, full as much as 
his a/Tcnt, fimplyi could have pleafed 
hun«<~-^But in this, added Dr. Sl^, a 
little piqued,*— our fermons have greatly 
the advantage, that we never introduce 
any character into them below « patriarch 
or a patriarch's wife, or a martyr pr a 
iaint*— There are fome very bad chiTac-* 
ters in this, however, faid my father, and 
I do not think the fermon a jot the worfe 
for 'em,—— But pray, quoth my uncle 
Tpiy, — who's can this be ?~How could 
it get into nny Stevinus ? A man muft 
be as great a conjurer as Stevinus, faid 
my father, to refolve the iecond qutf* 
tion :— The firft, I think, is not fo diiH* 
cult J— for unlcfs my judgment greatly 
deceives mcy— — I know the author, for^ 
'tis wrote, certainly, by the parfon of 
thcparifb. 
The Hmilitudc of the ftile and manner 
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of it, with thofe my father conftantly 
had hearil preached in his pari(h-church» 
wa&the ground of his conjefture, — ^prov- 
ing it as ftrongly> as an argument a 
priori cou)d prove fuch a thing to a phi* 
lofophic mind> That it was Toricks and 
no one's elfe : — It was proved to be fb, 
a pofierimt the day after, when Torid^ 
fent a fervant to my uncle ^ciy'% houfc 
to enquire after it. 
i It feems that Torick, who was inquili* 

|. tive after all kinds of knowledge, had 
borrowed St^inus of my uncle I'aby^ and 
had;carele(ly popped his fernwn, as foon 

4 he had made it, into the middle of Slevt- 
nus I and by an ad of forgetfulnefs, to 
which he was ever fulled, he had fent 
Stevinus borne, and bis fermon to keep 
him company. 

Ill-fat<xl feroK}!! ! Thou waft loft; aftier 
this recovery of thee, a fecond timcj 
dropped thro' an unfuipeded fiffure in 
thy niafter's pocket, down into a trea« 
cherous and a tattered lining,'^trod deep 
into the dirt by the left hind^foot oi his 
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Roiinante inhumanly llcpping upon thee 
ts thou falledft ;— buried ten days in the 
mire, — — raifed up out of it by a beg* 
gar,— fold for a halfpenny to a parilh- 
clerk,— —transferred to his p^rfon,— — * 
loft for ever to thy own, the remainder 

of his days, nor reftored to his rcft- 

lefs Manes till this very moment, that I 
tell the world the ftory. 

Can the reader believe, that this (er^ 
mon of Torick's was preached at an af- 
fize, in the cathedral of Torky before a 
*thoufand witneflfes, ready to give oath 
of it, by a certain prebendary of that 
church, and aftually printed by him 
when he had done,— —and within fo 
(hort a fpace as two years and three 
months after jTorick^s death i-^Torick in- 
deed, was never better fcrvcd in his life i 
— — — but it was a little hard to mal- 
treat him after, and plunder him after 
he was laid in his grave. 
.' However, as the gentleman who did 
it was in perfedt charity with Torick,'-r^ 
and,, in confcious juftif e, printed but a 
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few copies to give away; — and that I 
am told he could moreover have made 
as good a one himfelf^ had he thought 
fit, — I declare I would not have publiih- 
cd this anecdote to the worldj— — nor 
do I publifh it with an intent to hurt 
his charaAer and advancement in the 
church;— —I leave that to others;-— 
but I find myfelf impelled by two rca- 
fons, which I cannot withftand« 

The firft is. That in doing juftice, I 
may give reft to Torick*s ghofti 
which, — as the country-people, and fomc 
others, believe, 'ftill walks. 

The fecond reafon is, That, by laying 
open this ftory to the world, I gain an 
opportunity of informing it, — That in 
cafe the character of parfon Torick, and 
this fample of his fermons, is liked, - 
there are now in the poiTeflion of the 
Shandy family, as many as will make 9 
handfomc volume, at the world's jfer- 
vice,— and much good maf they do 
it. 

VOL. I. S 
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CHAP. XLni. 

OBADIAH gained the two crowss 
without difpute •, for he came in 
jii^ingj with all the inftruments in the 
grteR baiie bag we fpoke of> flung 
aerofs his bodjr, juft as Corporal I'rm 
went out of the room. 

It is now pix>p^^ I thinky quoth Df« 
Slaf, (clearing \j^ his looks) as we are 
m a condition to be of (bme fenricc to 
Mrs. Shuni^^ to fend up ffcairi to know 
how (he goes on. 

I have ordered^ anfwered nty hxhtr, 
the old midwife to come down to xis 
upon the leaft difficulty ; -^fbr you muft 
know. Dr. Sbpy continued my^ £ither^ 
with a perple:(ed kind of a finile upon his 
countenance^ that by exprefs tieaty, lb* 
lenmly ratified between me and my wife^ 
you are no niore than an auxiliary in 
this afTair^*— and not fo much as that^r*^ 
jtfnlefs the lean old mother of a midwife 
aboye ftairs cannot do without you.— 
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Women have their particular fancies, 
and in points of this nature^ continued 
my father, where they bear the whole 
burden^ and fufTer fo much acute paitl 
for the advantage of our families^ and 
the good of the fpccieSj— they claim A 
right of deciding, en Souveraines^ in whofe 

hands> and in what falhion, they choofii 
to undergo it. 

They are In the right of it>— quoth 
my Uncle ^oby. But, Sir, replied Dr. 
Slop, not taking notice of my uncle Toiy^i 
opinion, but turning to my father,—* 
they had better govern in other points ; 
—and a father of a family, who wiflies 
its perpetuity, in my opinion, had bet- 
ter exchange this prerogative with them, 
and ^ve up fonie other rights in lieti 
of it,— ^I know Mt, quoth thf fathcf^ 
anfwering a Httle too teftily, to be quite 
difpaflionate in what he faid,— I kfWW 
not, quoth he, what we h«ve left to give 
up, in lieu of who Ihall bring Our ehil-* 
dren into the world, tmlefs that,**-of who 
ftall beget them.*— -One would al- 

S 2 



a6o THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 

moft give, up any thing, replied Dr. Slop4 

—I beg your pardon, anfwered my 

uncle Toiy. — Sir, replied Dr, Slcpj it 
would aftonifh you to know what im^ 
provements we have made of late years 
in all branches of obftetrical knowledge^ 
but particularly in that one fingle point 
of the fafe and expeditious extradbion of 

the fafusy which has received fuch> 

lights, that, for my part (holding up his 
hands) I declare I wonder how the world 
hias I wilh, quoth my uncle Toly, 
you had feen what prodigious armies we 
had in Flanders. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

IHave dropped the curtain over this 
fcene for a minute,— to remind you 
of one thing,— —and to inform you of 
another. 

What I have to inform you, comes, I 
own, a little out of its due courfe ;—- - 
for it fhould have been told a hundred 
and fifty pages ago, but that I forcfaw 
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then *twould come in pat hereafter, and 
be of more advantage here than elfc- 
whcrc.— Writers had need look before 
them, to keep up the fpirit and connec- 
tion of what they have in hand. 

When thefe two things are done,^— 
the curtain fhall be drawn up again, and 
my uncle Toby^ my father, and Dr. Slopy 
(hall go on with their difcourfe, without 
any more interruption. 

Firft, then, the matter which I have 
to remind you of, is this j that from 
the fpecimens of |ingularity in my fa- 
ther's notions in the point of Chriftian- 
names, and that other previous point 
thereto,— -you was led, I think, into an 
opinion, (and I am fure I faid as much) 
that my father was a gentleman altog€4$ 
ther as odd and whimfical in fifty othei* 
opinions. In truth, there was not a ftage 
in the life of man, from the very firft aft 

of his begetting, down to the lean 

and flippcred pantaloon in his fecond 
childifhnefs, but he had fome favourite 
notion to himfelf, fpringing out of it, as 
fceptical, and as far out of the high-way 

33 
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^f thinking, u chcfe two which have been 
explained. 

-*Mn Siandy, my father. Sir, would 
fee nothing in the light in which others 
placed it i «»be placed things in hit own 
light i-*-he would weigh nothing in com* 
inon fcales j*— no, he was too refined a 
refearcher to lie open to fo grofa an im** 
ppfition.-«*To come at the exad weight 
of things in the fcientiiie fteel-yard, tkifC 
^crum, he would fay, ibould be aJ- 
ou>ft invifible, to avoid all friction from 
popular tenets K~witHout this the minu- 
tifl5 of philofophy, which would alwayt 
turn the balance, will have no weight at 
all. Knowledge, like matter, he would 
afHrm, was divifible if$ infinitum i 
that the grains and fcruples were as much 
a part of it, as the gravitation of the 
whole world.-^In a word, he would Iky^ 
error was error,— no matter whefe it fell, 
——-whether in a fradionj-^^KMr a pound, 
—-'twas alike fatal to truth, and ihe was 
kept down at the bottom of her well,/ 
as inevitably by a miftake in the duft of 
a butterfly's wing,— —as in ihe diAc of 
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the fun, the moon, and ^1 the ftai^ ^ 
heaven put together. 

He would often lament that it Was for 
want of confidering this properly, and 
of applying it fkilfuUy to civil matters, aft 
well as to fpeculative truths, that fo many 
things in this world were out of joint i 
'that the political arch was giving 



rito^Mfei 



way ; ■ ' ■ and that the very foumlationf 
of our excellent conftitution, in church 
and ftate, were fo fapped as eftimitors 
had reported. 

You cry out, he would fay, we are a 
ruined, undone people* Why ? he would 
afk, making ufe of the forites or fyllo^ 
gifm of Zeno and Chy/ippus, without 
knowing it belonged to them. — ^Why? 
why arc we a ftiined people ? — ^ Be- 
caufe w« are cofrupced.*— Whence is it> 
dear Sir, that we ar^ corrupted F" " ! - '^ 
Becaufe we are needy > *—• **-our poverty^ 
«nd not our wills, confent. ■^'■■■ ■ > Arid 
wherefore, he would add, arc we needy ? 
-*From the negle^, he would anfwer, of 
4Dur pence and our halfpenu^ :-— Our bank 
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notes. Sir, our guine^, — my oxir fhil'*. 
lings take care of themfelves. 

*Tis the (amc, he would fay, through-* 
out the whole circle of the fciences^r*/ 
the great, the eftablifhed points of thenif . 
arc not to be broke in upon.— The law* 
of nature will defend themfelves i— but 
error— —(he would add, looking car- 

neftly at my mother) error, Sir,. 

creeps in thro' the minute holes and 
finall crevices which human nature leaves 
unguarded* 

This turn of thinking in my father, 
is what I had to remind you of :— The 
point you are to be informed of, and 
which I have referved for this place, is 
as follows, 

Amongft the many and excellent 
reafons^ with which my father had 
urged my mother to accept of Dr. 
Slop's afliftance preferably to that of the 
old woman,— there was one of a very 
fingular natures which, when he had 
done arguing the matter with her a* 
a Cbridian, and came to argue i( over 
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again with her as a philofopher, he had 
put his whole ftrength to, depending in- 
deed upon it as his fliect-arichor. It 

failed him -, tho' from no defeft in the 
argument itfelf j' but that, do what he 
could, he was not able for his foul to 
make her comprehend the drift of it^ 
— — Curfed luck ! ■ faid he to himlelf, 
one afternoon, as he walked out of the 
room, after he had been ftating it for an 
hour and a half to her, to no manner of 
purpofe i — curfed luck ! faid he, biting 

his lip as he fliut the door, ^for a man 

to be mafter of one of the finefl: chains 
of reafoning in nature, — and have a wife 
at the fame time with fuch a head-piece, 
that he cannot hang up a fingle inference 
within fide of it, to fave his foul from 
deftniftion. 

This argument, though it was entirely 
loft upon my mother, — — had more 
weight with him, than all his other argu- 
ments joined together : — I will therefore 
endeavour to do it juftice, — and fet it 
forth with all the perfpicuity I am mafter 
of. 
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My father fet out upon the ftir ngth of 
thcfc twb following axioms : 

Firjt, That an ouirce of a m^ft's bwn 
wit, was worth a ton of bthcr people's j 

Secondfy, (Which. by the bye, was the 

ground-work of the firft axiom, tho' 

it comes laft) That every man's wit 
inuft come from every man's own foul, 
——and no other body's. 

Now, as it was plain to my fisither, 
that all fouls were by nature equal,— — 
and that the great difference between the 
moft acute and the moft obtufe under- 
ftanding— — was from no original fharp- 
ncfs or bluntncfs of One thinking fub- 

ftance above or below another, but 

ardfe merely from the lucky or un- 
lucky organization of the body, in that 
part where the foul principally took up 

her rcfidence, he had made it the fub- 

jeft of his enquiry to find out the iden- 
tical place. 

Now, from the belt accounts he had 
been able to get of this matter, he was 
fatisficd it could not be where Des Cartes 
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had fixed it> upon the top of the pfnesl 
gland of the brain i which, as he philo^ 
fophized, formed a cufhion for her about 
the fize of a marrow pea j the', to fpeak 
the truth, as fo many nerves did termi- 
nate all in that one i^ce,*-«'twas no bad 
conjefture ;■■ ■ ■ a nd my father had cer- 
tainly fallen with that great philofopher 
plumb into the centre of the miftak^ 
had it not been for my uncle T^iy, who 
refcued him out of it, by a ftory he told 
him of a Walloon ofEcer at the battle of 
JUindin, who had one part of his braiti 
ihot away by a muiket-ball,-~and ano- 
ther part of it taken out after by a Frmch 
furgeon; and after alt, recovered, and 
did his duty very well without it. 

If death, faid my father, reaibning with 
himfelf, is nothing but the feparation of 
the foul froip the body; — and if it is 
true that people can walk about and 
do their bufinefs without brains, — ihen 
certes the foul does not inhabit there* 

Q;^E. D. 

As for thai certain, very thin, fubtle 
and very fragrant juice which Coglionijfi^ 
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m Boniy the great Mlaneze phylician, 
affirms, in a letter to Bariholine, to have 
difcovered in the cellulas of the occipital 
parts of the cerebellum^ and which he 
Ukewife affirms to be the principal feat 
of the reafonable foul, (for> you muft 
know> in thefe latter and more enlight- 
ened ages, there are two fouls in every 
man living,— the one, according lo the 
great MeihegUngiuSy being called the 
Animus i the other, the Anima i) — as for 
the opinion, I fay, of Borri^^^vay father 
could never fubfcribe to it by any means; 
the very idea of fo noble, fo refined, fo 
immaterial, and fo exalted a being as the 
Anima, or even the Animus, taking up 
her refidence, and fitting dabbling, like a 
tad-pole all day long, both fummer and 
winter, in a puddle,— —or in a liquid of 
any kind, how thick or thin foever, he 
would fay, fhocked his imagination ; he 
would fcarce give the doftrine a hear* 
ing. 

What, therefore, feemed the leaff lia^ 
bir to objeftions of any, was that the 
thief fcnforium, or head-quarters of the 
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foul, and to which^place all intelligences, 
were referred, and from whence all hqr 
mandates were iffued,— was in, or, n^ar^ 
the cerebellum, — or rather fomewhcre 
about the medulla _ oblongata, wherein it 
was generally agreed by Dutch anato- 
mifls, that all the minute nerves from 
all the organs of the feven fenfes goncen* 
tered, like ftreets and winding alley s^ ^ 
into a fquare. 

So far there was nothing lingular in. 
my father's opinion, — h^had the beft of 
philofophers, of all ages and climates^ 

to go along with him. But here he 

took a road of his own, fetting up ano* 1 
thcr Sbandean hypothefis upon thefe cor- 
ncr-ftones they had laid for him , 
and which faid hypothefis equally flood 
its ground; whether the flibtilty and 
finenefs of the foul depended upon the 
temperature and clearnefs of the faid 
liquor, or of the finer net- work and tex- 
turc in the cerebellum itfelf; which 
opinion he favoured. 

He maintained, that next to the due 
care to be taken in the aft of propagation 
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cf inch individual which required all 
the thought in the worlds as it laid the 
foundation of this incomprehenfible con^ 
texture^ in which wit, meniory, fancy, 
doquencc, and what is ufually nnieant by 
the name o( good natural parts, do con- 
fift i — chat next to this and his Chriftian* 
name, which were the two original and 
moflr cfiicacioas caufes of all ; — — that 
the third caufe, or rather what logicians 
call the Caufa fine qui non^ and without 
which all that ^s done was of no man« 
ner of fignificancc,— -*was the prcferva* 
tion of this delicate and fine-lpun web, 
from the havock which was generally 
made in it by the violent compreflion 
and crulh which the head was made to 
undergo, by the nonfcnfical method of 
bringing us into the world by that fore- 
nrroft. 
—— Tills requires explanation. 
My father, who dipped into all kinds 
of books, upon looking into Lithap^dus 
Saioncfis de Portu difhciW*^ pubiifhed by 

* « 

* Tbc autW IS here twice miftaktn % for Lithf^dus 
ftiould be wrote thus, Litbopadii Seftoni/{fis Icon* The 
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the lax and pliabk ft^te of ^ child> head 
in parturitioD, ths.boncs of the craniuiu 
having no futures at that time,. was JCyfh,. 
•— thactby force of the, woman's efforts^ 
which, in ftrong labour-pains, was e<iual*. 
upon an average, to the weight of 470 
pounds averdupois adting perpendicu* 
larly upon it i —it fo happened, that in 
49 inftances out of 5o,^the faid head was 
comprefTed and moulded into the ihape 
of an oblong conical piece of doug}^ 
fuch as a paftry-cook generally rolls up 
in order to make a pye of. — Good God ! 
cried my father, what havock and deftruc- 
tion muft thii make in the infinitely fine 
and tender texture of the cerebellum ! — 
Or if there is fuch a juice as Bcrri pre* 



lecoiKl viitakf is, tl^it thn Utht^itths U not an aiit]ior» 
but adrtwing of a pctrided chiidt Tbe account of this, 
publiflied by Athofius « 580, may be feen at the end of 
Cordnuf^ works in S^eBius. Mr* Tri/rmm Shandy 
hvk boea kd ijitD ^Sm eni9r» citbor fom 6cing Uthm^ 
f4tdiW% HAXxxt of 1^ in a catalogue of learned writers 
in Dr.. — »— , or by tniftakrng Litbopsedus for Tri* 
nectnreiSKT, ■ fr o m the too great fimilhude of the 
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fendsj — is it not enough to make the 
cleareft liquid in the world both feculent 
and mothery* 

But how great was his apprehenfion, 
when he farther underftood> that this 
force afting upon the very vertex of the 
liead> not only injured the brain itfelf or 
cerebrum^-— but that it necelTarily fqueez- 
ed and propelled the cerebrum towards 
the cerebellum^ which was the immediate 
feat of the underftanding ! — — Angels 
and minifters of grace defend us 1 cried 
my father, — can any foul withftand 
this fhock ? — No wonder the intelle£bual 
web is fo rent and tattered as we fee it ; 
and that fo many of our bed heads are 
no better than a puzzled (kein of fil k 
all perplexity,— —all confufion within- 
fide. 

But when my father read on, and was 
let Into the fecret, that when a child was 
turned topfy-turvy, which was eafy for 
an operator to do, and was extraded by 
the feet i — that in (lead of the cerebrum 
being propelled towards the cerebellum, 
the cerebellum, on the contrary, was pro- 
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pelled fiihply towards the cerebrum* 
where it could do no manner of hurt 1 

: By heavens ! cried he, the world is 

in confpiracy to drive out what little wit 
God has given us, and the profeflbrs 
of the obftetric art are lifted into the 
fame confpiracy.— What is it to me which 
end of my fon comes foremoft into the 
world, provided all goes right after, and 
his cerebellum efcapes uncrufhed ? 

It is the nature of an hypothefis, when 
onCe a man has conceived it, that it afli- 
milates every thing to itfelf, as proper 
nourifhment; and, from the firft mo- 
ment of your begetting it, it generally 
grows the ftronger by every thing you 
fee, hear, read, or underftand. This is 
of great ufe. 

When my father was gone with this 
about a month, there was fcarce a phoe- 
nomenon of ftupidity or of genius, which 
he could not readily folve by it j — it ac- 
counted for the eldeft fon being the 
greateft blockhead in the family.—— 
Poor devil, he would fay, — he made 
way for the capacity of his younger bro- 

VOL. u T 
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thers.-^— It unriddled the obfervations 
of drivellers and monftrous heads, i^ 
flaqwing a priori^ it could not be other- 
wifc»— — ^unlefs **** I don't know what. 
It wonderfully explained and accounted 
for the acumen of the Afiatic genius^ and 
(hat fprlghtlier turn, and a more pene* 
tratiog intuition of minds^ in warmer 
climates ; not from the Ipofe and com* 
mon-place folution of a clearer (ky^ and 
a, more perpetual funihine> fcf^.'^which 
fpr ayght he knew, might as well rarify 
and dilute the faculties of the foul into 
nothing, by one extreme, — - as they arc 
condenfed in colder ciin:iates by the 

other ; but he traced the affair up to 

its fpring-headj— fhewed that, in warm- 

• 

er climates, nature had laid a lighter tax 
upon the faireft parts of the creation j — 
their pleafures more ; — the neceffity of 
tJKeir pains lefs, infomuch that the prcf- 
fure and refiftance upon the vertex was 
fo flight, that the whole organization oC 
the cerebellum was preferved;— '-^nay, 
l>e did not believe, in natural births, that 
fq niuch as a Ibgle thread of tbc net^ 
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Work was broke or difplaced,-^ — ^fa that 
the foul might juft a£fc as flie liked. 

Whert my father had got fo far,—- — < 
what a blaze of light did the accounts of 
the Cafarian fedion, and of the towering 
geniuies who had come fafe into the 
world by it, caft upon this hypothefis I 
Here you fce^ he would fay, there was no 
injury done to the fenforium \ — no prc£< 
fure of the head againft the pelvis ^' ■ " > 
no propulfion of the cerebrum towards 
the cerebellum, either by the os pubis on 
this- fide, or the os ccxygis on that ; ■ ■ ■ * 
and pray, what were the happy confe-* 
quences ? Why, Sir, your Julius Cdfar^ 
who gave the operation a name;— and 
your Hermis Trifmegifius, who was bom 
fo before ever the operation had a name i 
——your Scipio Africanus ; your ManHus 
Tofquatus i our Edward the Sixth,— -whc^i 
had he lived,, would have done the faoM 
honour to the hypothefis ; — • Thefej 
and many nrK)re who figured high in the 
gnnals of fame,^— aU cum^^fide-way, Sir^ 
into the worlds 

Th^ incifion of cHe aUmw aad uterus 

T 2 
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ran for fix weeks together in my father's 
head ;— — he had read, and was fatis- 
fied, that wounds in the epigajirium, and 
thofe in the matrix^ were not mortal i— 
fo that the belly of the mother might be 
opened extremely well to give a paflage 
to the child. — He mentioned the thing 
one afternoon to my mother, ' 

merely as a matter of fa6b ; but feeing 
her turn as pale as afhes at the very men- 
tion of it} as much as the operation flat- 
tered his hopes, — he thought it as well 

to fay no more of it, contenting 

himfelf with admiring,— what he thought 
was to no purpofe to propofe. 

This was my father Mr. Shandy*^ hy- 
pothefis ; concerning which I have only 
to add, that my brother Bobby did as 
great honour to it (whatever he did to 
the family) as any one of the great he- 
roes we fpoke of: For happening not 
only to be chriftened, as I told you» but 
to be born too, when my father was at 
Epfomy — —being moreover my mother's 
firft child, — coming into the world with 
his head fcremeft^-^zndi turning out ^- 
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tcrwards a lad of wonderful flow parts, 

my father fpelt all thefe together 

into his opinion ; and as he had failed at 
one end,— he was determined to try the 
other. 

This was not to be expefted from one 
of the fiftcrhood, who are i>ot eafily to 

be put out of their way, and was 

therefore one of my father's great rea- 
fons in favour of a man of fcience, whom 
he could better deal with. - 

Of all men in the world. Dr. Slop was 
the fitted for my father's purpofe i— — 
for though this new-invented forceps was 
the armour he had proved, and what he 
maintained to be the fafeft inftrument of 
deliverance, yet, it feems, he had feat- 
tered a word or two in his book, in fa- 
vour of the very thing which ran in my 

father's fancy j tho' not with a view 

to the foul's good in extrafting by the 
feet, as was my father's fyftem, — but for 
reafons merely obftetrical. 

This will account for the coalition be- 
twixt my father and Dr, Slopy in the en- 
iuipg difcourfe, which went a little hard 

T 3 



tjS THE LIFE AND OPINIO*! 

againft my uncle ^ohy. — ~In what man* 
ncr a plain man, with nothing but coiti- 
mon fcnfc, could bear up againft two 
fuch allies in fciencc, — 18 hard to con- 
jccive. — You may conjecture upon it, if 
you pleafe, — and whilft your imagi- 
nation is in motion, you may encourage 
it to go on, and difcover by what caufe^ 
and effeAs in nature it could come to 
pafs, that my uncle Tciy got his modefty 
by the wound he received upon his groin, 
—You may raife a fyftem to account for 
the lofs of my nofe by marriagc^articles, 
•—and fliew the world how it could hap^ 
pen, that I ihould have the misfortune 
to be called Tristram, in oppofitlon to 
my father's hypothefls, and the wifh of 
the whole family. Godfathers and God- 
mothers not excepted.— Thcfe, with fifty 
other points left yet unravelled, you may 
endeavour to folve if you have time \ 

but I tell you beforehand it will 

be in vain, for not the fage Alquife^ the 
magician in Don Belianis of Greece^ nor 
the no lefs famous Urganda, the force- 
rcfs his wife, (were they alive) could 
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pretend to come. within a league of the 
truth. 

The reader will be content to wait 
for a full explanation of thefe matter* 
till the next year,— —when a feries of 
things will be laid open which he littkf 
experts. 

CHAP. XLV. 



.<c 



T JViJh, Dr. Slop,'' quoth my uh- 
cle Tobyy (repeating his willi 
for Dr. Slop a fecond time, and with ^ 
degree of more zeal and earneftnefs in 
his manner of wilhing, than he had wilh- 
ed at firft*) — " / wijhy Dr. Slop;' 
quoth my uncle To^, " you had feen 
" what prodigious armies we bad in Flan- 
« ders." 

My uncle Toby*^ wilh did Dr. Slop i 
differvice which his heart never intend- 
ed any man, — Sir, it confounded him 
and thereby putting his ideas fifft 

• Vide page i6o» 
T 4 



2 So THI LIFE -AND QPIKIOIfS. 

intoconfufion, and then tp flighty he couki 
not rally them again for the foul of him. 

In all difputes^ male or female> 

w hether for honour, for profit, or 
for love, — it makes no difference in the 
caie ; — nothing is more dangerous. Ma- 
dam, than a wifli coming Tideways in 
this unexpeded manner upon a man: 
the f;^eil way in general to take off the 
force of the wifli, is for the party wifh'd 
at^ inilantly to get upon his legs — and 
wilh the wijher fomething in return, of 

pretty near the fame value, fo bar 

lancing the account upon the ipot, you 
ftand as you were — nay fometimes gain 
the advantage of the attack by it. 

This will be fully illuftratcd to the 
world in my chapter of wiflics.— 

Dr. Slop did not underftand the nature 
pf this defence; — he was puzzled with 
it, and it put an entire flop to the dif- 
pute for four minutes and a half j — five 
had been fatal to it : — my father law the 
danger-— the difpute was one of the moft 
interefting difputes in the world, " Whe- 
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ther the child of his prayers and endea-- 
vours fhould be born without a head or 
with one :" — he waited to' the laft mo- 
roent, to allow Dr, Slop^ in whofe behalf 
the wifh was made, his right of returning 
it; but perceiving, I fay, that he was 
confounded, and continued looking with 
that perplexed vacuity of eye which puz- 
zled fouls generally ftare with — firft in 
my uncle ^oby^% face — then in his — then 
up — then down — then eaft— eaft and by 
eaft, and fo on,— coafting it along by 
the plinth of the wainfcot till he had goi; 
to the oppofite point of the compafs, 
and that he had aftually begun to 
count the brafs nails upon the arn) of hi$ 
chair, — my father thought there was no 
time to be loft with my uncle Tohy^ fp 
took up the difcourfe as follows. 

CHAP. XLVI. 



" — TT THAT prodigious armies you 

V V " had in Flanders /" 

Brother Toby^ replied my father, tak- 
ing his wig from off his head with his 
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right hand, and with his left pulling out 
a ftripcd India handkerchief from his 
right coat pocket, in order to rub his 
head, as he argued the point \vith nty 
uncle Tohy. 



Now, in this I think my father 

was much to blame j and I will give you 
my reafons for it. 

Matters of no more feeming confe- 
qucnce in themfelves than, " Whether 
n^ father Jhould have taken off bis wig with 
his right hand or with his /(?/>,"— —have 
divided the greateft kingdoms, and made 
the crowns of the monarchs who govern- 
ed them, to totter upon their heads. — — 
But need I tell you, Sir, that the circum- 
ftanccs with which every thing in this 
world is begirt, give every thing in this 
world its fize and Ihape !— and by tight- 
ening it, or relaxing it, this way or that, 
make the thing to be, what it is — great 
^-little— good — bad — indifferent or not 
indifferent, juft as the cafe happens ? 

As my father's India handkerchief was 
in his right coat pocket, he fliould by 
no means have fuffered his right hand 
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to have got ^engaged : on the contraiy, 
inftcad of taking off his wig with it, as 
he did, he ought to have committed that 
entirely to the left ; and then, when the 
natural exigency my father was under of 
rubbing his head, called out for his hand- 
kerchief, he would have had nothing in 
the world to have done, but to have put 
his right hand into his right coat pocket 

and taken it out ; which he might 

have done without any violence, or the 
leaft ungraceful twill in any one tendon 
or mufcle of his whole body. 

In this cafe (unlefs, indeed, my father 
had been refolved to make a fool of him- 
felf by holding the wig ftiff in his left 

hand or by making fome nonfenfical 

angle or other at his elbow-joint, or arm- 
pit) — his whole attitude had been eafy 
— natural — ^ unforced : Reynolds him- 
felf, as great and gracefully as he paints, 
might have painted him as he fat. 

Now as my father managed this mat- 
ter, — confider what a devil of a figure 
my father made of himfelf. 

In the latter end of Queen Anne*s 
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rcxga, and in the beginning of the reign 
pTKing George the firft — '' Coat pockets 
were cut very hw dawn in the JkirtT — I 
need lay no more — the father of mifchicf, 
had he been haounering at it a months 
could not have contrived a worfe faihion 
for one in nry father's fituatipn. 

CHAP. XLVn. 

IT was not an eafy matter in any king's 
reign (unlefs you were as lean a fub- 
jeft as myfclf) to have forced your hand 
di;^onaUy, quite acrofs your whole body, 
io as to gain the bottom of your oppo- 
fite coat pocket. — — In the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighfeen^ 
when this happened^ it was extremely 
difficult; (b that when my uncle l^ohy 
difcovered the tranfverle zig-zsLggery of 
my father's approaches towards it, it in- 
ftantly brought into his mind thofe he 
had done duty in, before the gate of St. 

Nicolas i the idea of which drew off 

his attention fo intirely from the fubjeft 
in debate, that he had got his right hand 
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to the bell to ring up Trim to go and 
fetch his map of Namurs and his com- 
paffes and feftor along with it, to mea- 
furc the returning angles of the travcrfcs 
of that attack, — but particularly of that 
one, where he received his wound upon 
liis groin. 

My father knit his brows, and as he 
knit them, all the blood in his body 

feemed to rufh up into his face my 

uncle Toby difmounted immediately. 

1 did not apprehend your uncle 

"Toby was o* horfeback, — 



CHAP. XLVIU. 

A Man's body and his mind, with the 
utmoft reverence to both I fpeak 
it, are exaftly like a jerkin, and a jer- 
kin's lining ; — rumple the one, — you 
rumple the other. There is one certain 
exception however in this cafe, and that 
is, when you are fo fortunate a fellow, as 
to have had your jerkin made of gum- 
taffeta, and the body-lining to it of a 
farcenet or thin perHan. 
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Zeno^ CUanthes^ Diogenes BsbylcnmSi 
DionjifiuSj HerackoleSfAntipaier, Panaiius% 
and Poffidonius amongft the Greeks \ ' ' « 
Cato and T^rr^ and f ^n^r^ amongft the 
Romans i ■ PanUnus and Clemens Akx^ 
audrinus and Montaigne amongft the 
Chriftians; and a fcore and a half of 
good, honeft, unthinking Shandean peo- 
ple as ever livedo whofe names I can't 
recoiled, — all pretended that their jer- 
kins were made after this falhion^-^you 
might have rumpled and crumpled^ and 
doubled and creafcd, and fretted and 
fridgcd the outfide of them all to pieces ; 
——in fhort, you might have played the 
very devil with them, and at the fame 
time, not one of the infidcs of them 
would have been one button the worfc^ 
for all you had done to them. 

I believe in my conicience that mine 
is made up fomewhat after this fort : 
for never poor jerkin has been tickle4 
off at fuch a rate a£ it has been thefe laft 
nine months together, — —and yet I de* 
clare, the lining to it,— -his far as I 
am a judge of the matteor— 'is aot d 
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three-penny piece the worfe ; — ^pell-mell^ 
helter-lkelter, ding-dong, cut and thruft, 
back ftroke and fore ftroke, fide tvay 
and long way, have they been trininndng 
it for me : — -had there been the leaft 
gumminefs in my lining, — by heaven! 
it had all of it long ago been frayed and 
fretted to a thread. 

You Meflrs. the Monthly re- 
viewers ! how could you cut and 

flafli my jerkin as you did ? how did 

you know, but you would cut my lining 
too ? 

Heartily and from my foul, to the 
protedtion of that Being who will injure 
none of us, do I recommend you and 
your affairs, — fo God blefs you ; — only 
next month, if any one of you Ihould 
gnafli his teeth, and ftorm and rage at 
me, as Ipme of you did latt May (in 
which I remember the weather was vcrj 
hgt)~ don't be exafperated, if I pals ix 
by again with good temper, — being dc-* 
termined as long as I live or write (which 
in my cafe means the fan^ thing) nevec 
tQ» give tjt^ hwtit gentlcnnan a worfe 
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word of t worfe wi(h than my tinele fi-^ 
if gi?e the Ay which btixz'd about hit 
liofe all dinner-time^ ■■ ^^ Go, — go, 
•• poor devil/' quoth he, — *^ get Aec 
" gone,— why ihould I hurt thee ? This 
<< world is furely wide enough to hold 
•* both thee and me." 



CHAP. XLIX. 

ANY man. Madam, reafoning up- 
wards, and obferving the prodi- 
gious fuffudon of blood in my father's 
countenance, — by means of which (as all 
the blood in his body feemed to mfli in* 
to his fare, as I told you) he muft have 
reddened, piftorically and fcicntifically 
fpeaking, fix whole tints and a half, if 
not a full oftave above his natural co- 
lour : — any man, Madam, but my uncle 
fobyy who had obferved this, together 
with the violent knitting of my father's 
browsi and the extravagant contortion 
of his body during the whole affair,-^ 
would have concluded my father in a 
rage i and taking that for granced,*-had 
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Jle been a lover of fuch kind of -concord 
as arifes from two fuch inftruments bci^g 
put in exaft tune, — he would inftanily 
have (krew'd up his, to the fame pitch ; 
— and then the devil and all had broke 
loofe— the whole piece, Madam, muft 
have been played off like the fixth of 
Avifon Scarlatti — con furia^ — like mad. 

— Grant me patience ! What has 

con furidy con Jirepilo, or any 

other hurly burly whatever to do with 
harmony? 

Any man, I fay, ^adam, but my un- 
cle Toiy^ the benignity, of whofe heart 
interpreted every motion of the body in 
the kindeft fenfe the motion would admit 
of, would have concluded my father an- 
gry, and blamed him too. My uncle 
Toiy blamed nothing but the taylor who 

cut the pocket-hole ; : fo fitting ftill 

till my father had got his handkerchief 
Oiut of it, and looking all the time up 
in his face with inexpreffible-good-will 
— — my father, at length, went on as 
follows. 

VOL. I. U 
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" -*^TT THAT pfodigloius armies yotf 
- VV « htd ift /*wiArf r ,... 
•**-***Broi;hcr fWy, cpiodi my fatherr-I 
do bdieve thee to be m homft a mafti 
and with, as good and as upright a heart 
aa ever God created )— »^or is it thy fault, 
i£ all the children which have been> may, 
can, (hall, will, or ought to be begottCD» 
come with their heads> foremoft into the 
world !^— —but believe mt, dear Tsiyr 
the accidents which unavoidably way-lay 
them, not only in the article of our be- 
getting 'cm, — —though thcfcy in my 
opinion, are well worth confideringr— * 
but the dangers and diiScuities our ^'^- 
dren are befet with, after they are|^t 
forth into the world, arc enow,' — little need 
js there to expofe them to unncccflary 
ones in their paflage to it.— —Are thefe 
dangers, quoth my uncle Toiy, laying hifr 
hand upon my father's knee, and looking 
up ferioufly in his face for an anf^er, 
are thefe dangers greater now o'days. 



'brother, than in times paft? Brother 
-Tclyy anfwered ,my %her, if a child was 
but fairly begot, and born alive, and 
healthy, and thetmi>therdid*Mitl|'a|terit, 
— our forefathem'^ never looked" ftrthcr, 

^My uncle fjfby inftantly withdrew 

his hand from off my father's knee^ re^ 
clined his body gently back in his chair^ 
raifed his head till he could juft fee the 
<:ornice of the Toom,^ and then dircfting 
the buccinatory mufcles along his cheeks, 
and the orbicular mufcles around his 
Kps to do their duty^he whiftled £i//ii- 
Mlero. 



CHAP. LL 

WHILST my uncle iT^?^ was whift- 
ling LillabuUero to my father,— 
Or. Slop was ftamping, and curling and 
datnnihg at Obadiah at a moft dreadful 

rate, '- — it would have done your 

heart good, and cured you. Sir, for ever 
of the vile fin of fwearing, to have heard 
hiiii. — I am detifcrmined therefore to re- 
J ate the whole afiair to yout 

u 2 
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When Eh-. Slop's irisiid delivered die 
green baize bag with 'her mailer's in*^ 
ftrumcnts in it, to Obadiaby flie vierjr 
fenfibly exhorted him to put his head 
and one arm through the firings, and 
ride with it flung acrofs his body; io 
undging the bow-knot, to lengthen the 
ftrings for him, without any more ado, 
Ihe helped him on with it. However, as 
this, in feme meafure, unguarded the 
mouth of the bag, left any thing fhould 
bolt out in galloping back, at the fpeed 
Obadiab threatened, , they confulted to 
take it off again : and in the great care 
and caution of their hearts, they had 
taken the two ftrings and tied them clofe 
(purfing up the mouth of the bag firft) 
with half a dozen hard knots, each of 
which Obadiahy to make all fafe, had 
twitched and drawn together with all 
the ftrength of his body. 

This anfwered all that Obadiab and 
the maid intended ; but was no remedy 
againft feme evils which neither he or 
fhe forefaw. The inftruments, it fecms, 
as tight as the bag was tied above, had 
2 



fomuch room to play in it, tOWarcb the 
bottom (the Ihape of the bag being co- 
nical) that Obadiab could not make a 
trot of it, but with fuch a terrible jin- 
gle, what with the tire tite, foneps^ ^and 
fquirtj as would have been enough, had 
Hymen been taking a jaunt that way, to 
have frightened him out of the country 5 
but when Obadiab accelerated his motion, 
and from a plain trot affayed to prick 

his coach-horfe into a fall gallop . 

by Heaven ! Sir, the jingle was incre- 
dible. 

As Obadiab had a wife and three chil- 
dren the turpitude of fornication, 

and the many other political ill confe- 
quences of this jingling, never once en- 
tered his brain, he had however his 

objeftion, which came home to himfelf, 
and weighed with him, as it has oft- 
times done with the greateft patriots. 
— — -" ^be poor fellow^ Siry was not abU 
to hear himfelf whifile.'' 



, ! • . . • I • N 
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AS ^Ohadiab loved 'vind-mufic prefer- 
ably to all ' the inftrumcntal mufic 
he carried with hini,-*-Jic very confide- 
rately fet his imagination to work^ to 
contrive and to inveni: by what means 
he ihould put himielf io a condition of 
enjoying it. 

In all diftreffes (except mufical) where 
fmail cords are wanted, nothing is fo 
apt to enter a man's head as his hat*- 
band :-~ — the philosophy of this is fo 
near the furface I fcorn to enter into 

it. 

As Obadiah^s was a mix'd cafe- * *% * 

mark. Sirs, 1 fay, a misted cafe j for it 

was obfl:etrical>-~— yirrrp-tical, fquirtical^ 
papiftical—- and as far as the coach- 
horle was concerned in it,-<-««*-ii> caball* 
iftical- .a nd only partly mufical;-— 
Obadiaif made no feruple of availing 
hinafelf of the firft expedient which of- 
."fersds ib taking. hold of the bag and 
iAftrumeiUs> a»d griping them hard to- 

3 



gcther 'with one hand, and with die fin- 
ger and thunnb of the ot;hcr putting the 
end of the hat-band betwixt his tceth> 
and then (lipping his hand down to fhe 
middle of it,-^he tied and crofsaliaJ 
them all faft together from one end to 
the other (as you would cord a trunk) 
with fuch a multiplicity of round-abouts 
and intricate crofs turns, with a haixl 
knot at every interfedion or point where 
the ftrings met, — that Dr, Slt^ mufl: 
V -have had three fifths of Ja^'s patience at 
^v 4eaft to hare unloofed them. — I think in 
•»y cotifcience^ that had Nature beea 
.v-v i|i<)iie of her nimble moods, and in hu- 
;V>? ilcjQUr for fuch a conteft— — -and (he and 
•H; Gr^ Slop both fairly ftarted together—— 
;*' jthere is no man living who had feen the 
. -^^'bag with all that Obadiah had done to 
it, — and known likewife the great fpeed 
che Goddcfs can make when fhe thinks 
proper, who would have had the leaft: 

doubt remaining in his mind which of 

the two would have carried off the prize* 
My mother. Madam, had been delivered 
fooner than the green bag infallibly^ 
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at Icaft by twenty knots. Sport 6f 

fmall accidents, Triftram Shandy! that 
thou art, and ever will be ! had that trial 
been for thee, and it was fifty to one but 

it had, thy affairs had not been fo 

deprefs'd— (at leaft by the depreffion of 
my nofe) as they have been; nor had 
the fortunes of thy houfe and the occa- 
fions of making them, which have fo 
often prefented themfelves in the courfc 
of thy life, to thee, been fo often, fo vex- 
atioufly, fo tamely, fo irrecoverably aban- 
doned-^as thou haft been forced to leave 

them ; -— ^ — but 'tis over, all but the 

account of 'em, which cannot be given 
to the curious till I am got out into the 
world. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME* 
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